
Fourth Sunday of Easter        Sunday, April 26, 2026 

Theme: Knowing That Voice 

 

 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will 

come in and go out and find pasture.”  John 10:7-9 

    

                        GATHERINGGATHERINGGATHERINGGATHERING    
    

Prelude:                       “In Christ Alone”                 setting Jason Payne    

Call to Worship  

Leader: Easter people, we gather to worship and to listen, to learn the sound, the feel, 

             the cadence of the Shepherd’s voice. 

People: We come desiring our Shepherd’s voice. 

Leader: We gather to discern the Shepherd’s voice amidst the chaos and noise of our 

              lives. 

People: We come to be reminded how to recognize our Shepherd’s voice when it 

              is spoken. 

Leader: We gather to worship and find shelter, to seek a Shepherd who will guide us 

              to safety and provide all things we need. 

People: We seek to be emboldened to trust our Shepherd’s voice and to learn 

              how best to follow. 

Leader: Come, let us worship as we listen for the voice of Jesus who guides, protects, 

             provides for us, and draws us together in community. 

People: We come to worship as the family of Christ, a flock willing to follow our 

              Shepherd’s voice. AMEN 

*Hymn: #716 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (with the Bell Choir) 

*Prayer of the Day and Confession 

          Loving Shepherd, you know our names and you care for us. When we face 

darkness and death, journey beside us. When we hunger for your love, fill us 

with your presence. When we are fearful, feed us at your table. We confess times 

we have gone astray. We acknowledge those times the foolishness of our ways 

hinders us from receiving the wisdom You offer. In following our own path we 

often fail to follow paths of right living. At times we hinder healthy relations with 

You and with others. At times we struggle and feel lost. At times we uphold our 

own interests to the detriment of others. Forgive us and renew us, we pray. May 

we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our lives. AMEN 

Words of Assurance 

Leader: Our merciful and loving God never loses hope for us, looks out for us, and 

              brings us back as a good shepherd always does.  

People: O Great Shepherd, may this joy flow into our lives each day, and be 

              faithfully reflected in all we do. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

                             PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORDPROCLAIMING GOD’S WORDPROCLAIMING GOD’S WORDPROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD    
 

 

Anthem:           “Abide with Me”      Monk, arr. Bonde 

        Bell Choir 

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:24-25 and John 10:1-10 

Sermon:           “Follow the Voice” 

Affirmation of Faith (in unison) - The 23rd Psalm KJV 

          The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me lie down in 

green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters; he restoreth my soul. He 

leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with 

me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in 

the presence of mine enemies; Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 

over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 



                           RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORDRESPONDING TO GOD’S WORDRESPONDING TO GOD’S WORDRESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD        

    

Offering of Tithes and Gifts 

Hymn: #469 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

          Faithful Shepherd, You call us by name and invite us into a life rich in 

meaning, deep in purpose, and bold in compassion. In this moment of offering, 

we quiet our hearts to listen again. Against the noise and clatter of the world, we 

seek a clear path. Give us joy in our giving and receive our gifts as signs of our 

trust in You. Make us more like Christ, in whose name we pray, “Our Father 

who art in heaven. . . (using debts and debtors). . . AMEN 

Announcements 

Prayers of the People  
 

Hymn:  #240 “Alleluia Alleluia! Give Thanks”  

*Charge and Benediction 

Leader:  Beloved, God bless you with open hearts and minds as we depart. 

People: Together we will pay attention, discern, and follow our Shepherd’s voice. 

              In this way we experience the abundant life.  AMEN 

Silent Prayer (be seated) 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. AMEN 

 

Postlude:               “Praise God”       Hugh Livingstone 

(Please remain seated) 
 

                                                     The End of Worship 

                                                 The Beginning of Service 

*Those who wish may stand 
 

           Rev. James Shuler, Interim Pastor                                                                                            

              Mrs. Dianne Yuninger, Organist/Choir Director 
 

 
  

 

 

 


