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Notes from the Manse 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.”—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

There are problems out there. We all know that. It’s a broken world and there’s a world of problems. You 
can’t pick up a paper or turn on the television without hearing about just another killing, another bombing, 
another case of abuse, another people stealing peace from those without power, without a voice. But you 
don’t have to look that far, do you? There’s hurt in our families, anger and illness and so much worry. Kids 
go to school afraid of being bullied. Not even churches or the denominations to which they belong are 
spared of problems. And sometimes it can all seem overwhelming. Where to begin? And how can one 
person’s efforts make any real difference? Well, Paul, in the passage above, gives a good place to start—
pray, pray without ceasing. Turn to God, put our problems in God’s hands, give up the exhausting burden 
of thinking it’s all up to us alone. Pray for healing, our own and those who have hurt us. And when we 
listen for the word of God, when we allow ourselves to be led, not by our own desires or opinions but 
rather by the will of God, why, then our efforts, no matter how small, can make a difference. They are the 

bricks that can build the Kingdom. 

But that isn’t all that Paul had to say. He urged us to give thanks in all circumstances, not just when things 
are going as we would like, but also when times are tough, for, you know, God is at work even then. And 
over the last few weeks I have been reminded by how much we have to be thankful for here at Leacock. 
Session members take the time, even at the end of a long day, thoughtfully to consider important matters 
for the church. Session committees work with dedication to bring life to Leacock’s programs. Trustees are 
vigilant in caring for the physical plant of the church and the finances that support it. Deacons serve and 

care and love. 

And then there was the parade for Paradise’s tri-centennial. Take the time to look at the pictures in the 
Narthex—it did indeed take a congregation to build a float. So many people planned and built and towed to 
make the short trip to Paradise Park possible. And I heard more than one person say that it was the best 
float in the parade that day. Or what about our organ project? Even in such a difficult economy, Leacock 
raised over $60,000. Now, the organ is repaired. And how glorious it sounds! Then, this last weekend we 
raised money for the organ at the Balloon Fest, with so many folks contributing baked goods or setting up 
the booth or staffing it. And always there is so much work done behind the scenes, setting up tables, taking 

them down, creating special bulletins, or putting together newsletters. So, oh, yes, let us give thanks. 

But there’s still more. We celebrated the repair of the organ with a wonderful concert and an extravagant 
reception afterwards. And that was right to do. For we should rejoice here at Leacock. We should celebrate 
all that is good and wonderful here in our midst, all the people who serve with love. Yes, there are 
problems. But let us listen to Paul. Let us rejoice, let us pray, let us give thanks, for that is what God in 

Christ wants. 

 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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LECTIONARYLECTIONARYLECTIONARYLECTIONARY    
FOR OCTOBERFOR OCTOBERFOR OCTOBERFOR OCTOBER    

Oct 7  (27th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time) 

 Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

 Psalm 26 

 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

 Mark 10:2-16 

Oct 14 (28th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time) 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

 Psalm 22:1-15 

 Hebrews 4:12-16 

 Mark 10:17-31 

Oct 21 (29th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time) 

 Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

 Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 

 Hebrews 5:1-10 

 Mark 10:35-45 

Oct 28 (30th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time) 

 Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

 Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

 Hebrews 7:23-28 

 Mark 10:46-52 

 

HARVEST HAPPENINGHARVEST HAPPENINGHARVEST HAPPENINGHARVEST HAPPENING    

Tuesday, October 30 

Camp Donegal - 9AM TO 4PM 

Camp Donegal isn’t just for 

kids...this day is for the adults! En-

joy a day of fellowship, Bible 

Study, worship, great food, beauti-

ful surroundings, fun and innova-

tive crafts. The theme for the day 

is Harvesting God’s Gifts. 

Total cost for the day is $15 per 

person. Call 682-3722 or go to 

www.campdonegal.org for more 

information. 

OCTOBER 7OCTOBER 7OCTOBER 7OCTOBER 7    

WORLD COMMUNIONWORLD COMMUNIONWORLD COMMUNIONWORLD COMMUNION    

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY    

ONE SERVICEONE SERVICEONE SERVICEONE SERVICE    

930AM930AM930AM930AM    

    

Gather with your brothers and 

sisters here at Leacock to cele-

brate the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion even as our broth-

ers and sisters around the 

world eat the bread of life and 

lift the cup of salvation pro-

claiming Christ’s presence 

among us until He comes again 

to receive us unto Himself. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDED    

Please remember that we always 

need volunteers to help serve din-

ner at The Factory Youth Center 

once a month. The venue has 

moved to the old Paradise school, 

so now, while serving food, you 

can reminisce about your old 

school days (if you’re a long-time 

Paradise resident) or see where 

friends and/or relatives spent their 

school days (if you’re “from 

away”). 

Please call Karen Homsher (687-

6469) for details if you’re inter-

ested in being a volunteer. 

Emily Birch, Chair 

Community Outreach  

CONTACTINGCONTACTINGCONTACTINGCONTACTING    
YOUR PASTORYOUR PASTORYOUR PASTORYOUR PASTOR    

When I first came to this blessed 

congregation, I spoke of a se-

quence of ways to reach me when 

the need arose. Certainly, the of-

fice is open Tuesday through Fri-

day in the morning. 

But there may well come other 

times when you need to contact 

me. So, what I said then still holds. 

First, try to call the church; we 

have started a policy of checking 

messages remotely each day after 

hours. If that doesn’t work or if the 

matter is urgent, call my cell 

phone, I do check it regularly. And 

if all else fails and it is an emer-

gency, call our home, Emily 

should know how to reach me. 

Life is uncertain and things do 

come up. I want you to know that I 

am there for you. (See article in 

hardcopy of newsletter for tele-

phone numbers) 
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PRAYER FAMILIESPRAYER FAMILIESPRAYER FAMILIESPRAYER FAMILIES    

Oct 7 Louis Leo & Claudette 

Korziniecki 

Oct 14 John & Joy Koshuta 

Oct 21 Nelson Koshuta & 

Curtis 

Oct 28 Helen Kreider 

SEPTEMBER SESSIONSEPTEMBER SESSIONSEPTEMBER SESSIONSEPTEMBER SESSION    
SNIPPETSSNIPPETSSNIPPETSSNIPPETS    

With the General Assembly’s 

adoption of the New Form of Gov-

ernment and the concurrence of 

Donegal Presbytery, Session com-

mittees have been charged with 

writing a Manual of Operations 

detailing in depth their working 

responsibilities and procedures 

followed for all facets of congre-

gational life. Each committee has 

been assigned a specific portion of 

this task with preliminary reports 

given at the September stated 

meeting. We have quickly discov-

ered the magnitude of the job and 

will be continuing our investigat-

ing of procedures and writing with 

the aim of finishing by the end of 

the first quarter of 2013. The man-

ual will then be shared with the 

congregation. 

Other business included a prelimi-

nary discussion of each commit-

tee’s proposed 2013 budget and a 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAAR    
BASKETSBASKETSBASKETSBASKETS    

It’s that time again - please start 

thinking of ideas to fill baskets to 

sell at the Christmas Bazaar on 

Saturday, December 1. 

You can fill a basket with goodies 

with a theme of your own or 

donate items for us to create a 

filled basket for you!  

Place your filled baskets in 

Fellowship Hall with bazaar items 

by Saturday, November 18.  

Watch for more details - any 

questions and ideas please contact 

Karen Shue (687-7240) or Lois 

Snader (687-5698). 

review of the job description for 

Church Treasurer. 

Actions taken: 

� Changing Rev. Birch’s vaca-

tion Sundays to October 21 

and 28 

� Approving the following pulpit 

supplies: October 21 - Jeffery 

Nagorny; October 28 - Rev. 

Alicia Conklin-Wood 

� Approving the purchase of a 

new laptop computer 

� Scheduling Lee Barrett from 

Lancaster Theological Semi-

nary to speak on the religious 

views of the two Presidential 

candidates Friday, November 2 

� Approving March 6 and 7, 

2013, for providing babysitting 

at Leacock for parent-teacher 

conferences at Paradise Ele-

mentary School 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORTSTEWARDSHIP REPORTSTEWARDSHIP REPORTSTEWARDSHIP REPORT————FFFFINANCIAL UPDATEINANCIAL UPDATEINANCIAL UPDATEINANCIAL UPDATE    
    

 Offering, August  Expenses, August 

 2012 2011 2012 2011 

Monthly Total $12,870.00 $11,597.00 $14,724.00 $20,502.00 

Year-to-Date $128,125.00 $138,158.00 $133,164.00 $146,584.00 

 

 
Budget Tracking through August 

 2012 2011 

Total Annual Budget $247,355.00 $250,125.00 

Year to Date Expenses $133,164.00 $146,584.00 

% of Budget Spent 53.8% 59% 

 

We ended August with our total year to date offering $5,039 behind year to date expenses for 2012, despite 

control of spending.  53.8% of the budget has been spent through the end of August versus 59% this time last 

year.  Although a five thousand dollar deficit is not ideal, we actually gave more and spent far less in August 

of this year compared to August 2011. And let us not forget the other blessings and gifts given by our congre-

gation and friends of Leacock, such as having a float in the Paradise anniversary parade to promote our church 

in the community.  Don’t forget the work put into the baked goods wheel of fortune manned at the Gap Bal-

loon Festival, and of course, the spectacular organ dedication concert and reception.  All these activities are 

vital to our standing in the community, and the persons who work tirelessly to make them happen understand 

well their importance. 

The total given in August to special funds and projects was $11,486.60. The breakdown of this is $10,861.60 

for the Organ Fund and $625 for Trustee projects. 

Thank you to all who found it in their hearts to give to the special funds and programs.  The Stewardship Com-

mittee thanks everyone for all donations small and large, not only of money but of time and talent as well. 

☺ Leacock CommunicatorLeacock CommunicatorLeacock CommunicatorLeacock Communicator 
☺ Cancellations 

☺ Usher and Nursery Schedule 

☺ The Church Calendar 

☺ Pictures 

☺ The Church Staff 

☺ Directions 

☺ Times of the Services 

☺ Church Officers 

☺ Links to More Information 

leacockpres.org 

Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 

You Can Find 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO AT 

HOME MEMBER 

 

Oct 12 Miriam Keneagy 

 Room 3 

 Village Manor 

 Brethren Village 

 3001 Lititz Pike 

 Lancaster, PA 17606 

A NOTE FROM  

THE TRUSTEES 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

donated to the Flooring Pro-

ject.  We are now confirming price 

and planning installation of the 

floor with a few local vendors.  If 

the quotes are in line with the ini-

tial figures, it appears that we have 

the funds to move forward and 

complete this work before the end 

of 2012. 

Please take time to look over the 

Workday List located in the Nar-

thex as it is quite overwhelm-

ing.  Mark your calendar as Work-

day is currently scheduled for 8am, 

Saturday, October 20th.  Any help 

that you could lend would be 

greatly appreciated as the atten-

dance during the spring event was 

not very strong and many tasks 

went untouched. 

Together we can accomplish a 

lot!  Feel free to add anything to 

the list that you think needs to be 

addressed. 

Thank you from the Trustee group  

MISSION COMMITTEEMISSION COMMITTEEMISSION COMMITTEEMISSION COMMITTEE    

October brings a few things to 

Leacock Church besides possibly 

the first frost. 

The first Sunday, October 7, is 

World Wide Communion and a 

special offering will be taken 

(envelopes will be available in the 

pews). 

The Mission Committee also 

thanks the congregation for the 

continued support of the Commu-

nity Meal Project and gives thanks 

for those blessings. 

CROP HUNGER WALKCROP HUNGER WALKCROP HUNGER WALKCROP HUNGER WALK    

The 31st annual Paradise Area 

CROP Hunger Walk will be held 

on Sunday, October 21, 2012.  

Registration begins at Leacock 

Presbyterian Church at 1:00pm 

with the walk staring at 1:30pm. 

Sign up sheets will be in the Nar-

thex for help in 

☺ setting up the walk 

☺ registering participants 

☺ manning refreshment spots 

(water and apples provided by 

the Mission Committee) 

☺ and checking on walkers and 

riders 

The CROP Hunger Walk will be 

held across America and is spon-

sored by Church World Services. 

It is promoted by the local 

churches in our area.  The goal of 

the CROP Hunger Walk is to 

stamp out hunger throughout the 

world, in our nation, and here in 

the Paradise area. 

Twenty-five percent of the monies 

raised will go to the Paradise food 

bank which is now located at the 

Factory Youth Ministries in Para-

dise. 

Walkers and bike riders are invited 

to do the 3-mile or the 5-mile 

routes through our beautiful farm 

country.  Gather your family, 

friends, co-workers, neighbors, 

church groups, and join us in rais-

ing money for Hunger. 

A Walking Cane will go to the 

group that has the most partici-

pants - so Leacock members, help 

us maintain the Cane!! 
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MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS    

The Congregational Life Committee is celebrating the new members and 

the 50 (or more) year members in November. When you see these peo-

ple, please thank them for their dedication to Leacock Church. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Maureen Carney Sean Carney 

Joseph Cummings Donald Fieldsa 

Betty Hamilton Clair Hamilton 

Ian Lichty Christy Taub 

Forrest Boas David Erickson 

Dykota Kloepfer Lea Lichty 

Ryan McLaughlin Valerie Ruhl 

Taryn Shenk 

50 YEAR + MEMBERS 

Everett Denlinger 82 years Jane Witmer 62 years 

Mildred Carpenter 80 years Betty Denlinger 61 years 

Miriam Keneagy 78 years Richard Skethway 61 years 

Warren Brackbill 76 years Lucy Ames 60 years 

I. Lee Brown 76 years Dorothy Buckwalter 59 years 

Charles Danner 72 years Harold Yuninger 59 years 

Ralph Homsher 71 years Betty Sowers 57 years 

Mary Jane Mowrer 71 years Eugene Sowers 57 years 

Ralph Bair 70 years Mary Ellen Rice 56 years 

Ruth Usner 69 years Donald Clark 55 years 

Robert Clark 66 years Janet Cosby 55 years 

Helen Kreider 66 years Beatrice Andrews 54 years 

Ruth Bair 65 years H. Donald Andrews 54 years 

Shirley Harsh 65 years Ruth Bryson 54 years 

Ruth Anne Appel 63 years Vicki Burkins 52 years 

Arlene Brackbill 63 years Marie Glass 52 years 

Ethel Danner 63 years John Koshuta 52 years 

Robert Mowrer, Jr. 63 years Joy Koshuta 52 years 

Dale Rice 63 years Betty Taylor 52 years 

Mildred Young 63 years Dianne Yuninger 52 years 

NEW TO THE LIST THIS YEAR 

James L. Brackbill 50 years 

Lois Eshleman 50 years 

Esta Fisher 50 years 

David Homsher 50 years 

Carol Shearer 50 years 
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(12)Moses & (16)Zipporah, (4D)Aquilla & (14)Priscilla, (1)

Vashti & (4A)Ahasueras, (3)Zebedee & (18A)Salome, (5)

Joseph & (11)Mary, (6)Rachel & (13)Jacob, (15)Abraham & 

(17)Sarah, (8)Zechariah & (7)Elizabeth, (9)Eve & (10)Adam, 

(18D)Samson & (2)Delilah 

COMMUNITY OUTREACHCOMMUNITY OUTREACHCOMMUNITY OUTREACHCOMMUNITY OUTREACH    

Next Community 

Outreach Meeting: 

Thursday October 4 at 7:30pm 

All are welcome to join us. 

The Community Outreach Com-

mittee made a number of difficult 

decisions at our last meeting. 

First of all, due to scheduling con-

flicts, we had to forego offering 

babysitting to families during the 

fall parent-teacher conferences, but 

don’t worry. We will definitely be 

offering it in the spring (hint, hint: 

this means we need volunteers to 

baby sit next March). 

Because we are hoping to focus 

our energy on new initiatives (like 

baby sitting and caring families), 

we’ve had to make the decision to 

cut back on some of our other ac-

tivities. We will no longer be of-

fering movers and shakers or hold-

ing board game nights. If anyone 

would like to volunteer to keep 

those activities going, we would be 

glad to hear from you, so please let 

us know. 

Every fall, the leaves on the trees 

give us a magnificent color show, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARSMARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Sunday, October 7 
COMMUNION 

One Service 9:30am 
 

Saturday, October 20 
CHURCH WORK DAY 

8:00am 
 

Sunday, October 21 
CROP WALK 

Registration 1:00pm 
 

Friday, November 2 
LECTURE - Lee Barrett 

6:30pm 
 

Saturday, December 1 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 
Sunday, December 2 

ADVENT POT LUCK 

and every fall at Leacock, Lee 

Barrett comes from Lancaster 

Theological Seminary to give us a 

magnificent lecture. 

Join us Friday, November. 2 for 

his talk Christian Faith and the 

2012 U.S. Presidential Election.  

You may have noticed that the car-

ing family map has disappeared. 

Yes, that means we’re busy map-

ping out our families. Who’s in 

your family? You’ll have to come 

to the potluck on the first Sunday 

in Advent to get the answer to that 

question. We promise a great time: 

games, food, and carol singing.  

Emily Birch, Chair 

Community Outreach 

(Continued from page 7) 

LECTURELECTURELECTURELECTURE    
LEE BARRETT FROMLEE BARRETT FROMLEE BARRETT FROMLEE BARRETT FROM    

LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL LANCASTER THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARYSEMINARYSEMINARYSEMINARY    

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2    

Light supper: 6:30 p.m. 

Lecture: 7:00 p.m. 

On Friday, November 2, we will 

welcome Dr. Lee Barrett, the Mary 

B. and Henry P. Stager Professor 

of Theology at Lancaster Theo-

logical Seminary. This will be the 

fourth time we’ve welcomed Dr. 

Barrett to Leacock, and he will be 

speaking on the following timely  

topic: 

Christian Faith and the 2012 U.S. 

Presidential Election 

We Christians are commanded to 

actively care for the well-being of 

all our neighbors, and therefore to 

support governmental policies that 

promote the well-being of our 

neighbors. The problem is that 

Christians disagree sharply about 

what counts as the well-being of 

our neighbors, and also about what 

political and economic policies 

would best help our neighbors. 

In fact, the tensions between "red 

state" Christians and "blue state" 

Christians are becoming bitter and 

deep.  

We shall examine the ways in 

which both presidential candidates 

try to justify the appropriateness of 

their platforms in terms of the 

mandate to love our neighbors. 

Our perspective will be non-

partisan, and we will strive to be 

fair to all perspectives. 

If you’ve never heard Dr. Barrett 

lecture, you’re in for a real treat. If 

you have heard him speak, you 

know you’ll want to be there. We 

expect a lively, informative, and 

interesting conversation, so please 

join us. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDYWOMEN’S BIBLE STUDYWOMEN’S BIBLE STUDYWOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    
Are you a woman interested in Bi-
ble study but not able to make the 

morning sessions?  

We’re adding an evening session 
just for you. We’ll be using the 
same Horizons study that the other 
two sessions use, and we’ll be 
meeting the third Tuesday of every 

month at 7:30pm.  

Please come join us. 

Marie Brackbill and  

Emily Birch 

Bible Study Leaders 
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Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives throughout the year at 

the following locations. Won’t you consider giving blood - every pint is very important! 

 

BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2012BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2012BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2012BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE OCTOBER 2012    

Date  Place    Time 

Tuesday, Oct 16 Yoder’s Market 2:00pm to 7:00pm 

Wednesday, Oct 17  Greenfield Corp Center 10:00am to 2:00pm 

Thursday, Oct 18 Intercourse Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 

 

The Lancaster General Suburban Outpatient Pavilion (Health Campus) Blood Drive is lo-

cated in Building 2104, Suite 202. The hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:00am to 

7:30pm. For more information call 544-0170. 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAARCHRISTMAS BAZAAR    

Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle All the Way.......That time of year is 

fast approaching once again......Our annual Christmas Bazaar at Lea-

cock will be held on Saturday, December 1. 

Mark your calendar, we will be looking for volunteers to help before 

December and on the actual day of the bazaar.  There are so many ways 

for you to lend a helping hand. 

We will be having a Candy Workshop (this year you will be able to or-

der and pay for the amounts you need ahead of time or simply come to 

the bazaar and buy what you need).  We will need tons of bakers to 

bake cookies and breads to fill tins and plates available for purchase the day of the bazaar. Would someone 

like to make peanut brittle or fudge?  How about birdseed cookies...they were a hit last year! 

If you are canning, please think of us....last year our selection was sparse....we could use jams, jellies, fruits, 

apple butter, salsa, chow chow, applesauce, and any other items you think might sell.  We hope you will take 

time to fill a basket with a theme of your choice again this year.  We will only be accepting gently used Christ-

mas ornaments, Christmas books, and Christmas items/decorations for in our  "Used Area" please notice, this 

year only Christmas items will be sold....all other items will be taken to Goodwill before the bazaar.  We hope 

to have another Greens Night to make centerpieces, arrangements and wreaths.  If you have any greens to 

share, let us know ahead of time. 

Our famous Holiday Cafe will be open for business serving breakfast and lunch items. Then comes the set-up 

crew, cashiers, baggers, and tear-down crew all necessary helpers that are needed to make this event a huge 

success.  So far all the "crafts" are priced and ready for display......this is a year-long process!  So watch the 

next newsletter for exact dates and times, mark your calendar, and come out to lend a hand or two. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please call Loretta McClarigan 687-9010. 
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Matters of Faith—Questions for a Pastor 
 

 Nine months ago, when I started this series, I was a bit apprehensive. I had no idea how it would be 

received, and I knew that some of the questions were going to require more than a little prayer and thought 

and study. To my surprise, it appears that folks are following the series and enjoying it. And I’ve actually 

come to look forward to tackling each new question. So, thanks to the mysterious person who slipped the list 

into my folder almost a year ago—and who’s made it possible to continue the series by offering another set of 

questions. 

 

 This month’s question is the last of the original set—“How could Jesus be raised by sinful parents? 

(Only he was without sin.) Would he not have misbehaved as a child? Did he get sick, like other humans 

could?” It’s still September, but somehow December doesn’t feel all that far away (maybe because it’s pretty 

chilly tonight). And this question has a bit of a Christmas feel. The short answer is that we don’t know. Apart 

from the stories of his birth in Matthew and Luke, hardly anything is written about Jesus’ youth—in fact, 

Mark and John don’t even speak of his birth. 

 

 But we do have one, rather suggestive, story in Luke. It appears that when Jesus was 12, his parents 

took him to Jerusalem on their annual trip for Passover. We can imagine the swirl of people, as Jews gathered 

from all over the world to celebrate this holiday of deliverance. As Luke tells it, the festival ended and, proba-

bly a bit weary, Joseph and Mary join the crowd leaving Jerusalem for their trip home to Nazareth. A day into 

their journey, they notice the boy was missing. Nowadays, child welfare would probably be contacted—I 

mean, how could it have taken a day to notice that their son wasn’t around? Sure, he might’ve been with 

friends or relatives as the text suggests, but a day? Anyway, they hurry back to Jerusalem and eventually find 

him in the temple, attentively listening to what are called “the teachers” and asking them questions. And it 

seemed that this boy already had a pretty deep understanding, pretty impressive wisdom. 

 

In our faith, we claim that Jesus was fully divine, and his ability to hold his own with some of the 

scholars of Judaism seems to point to that side of him. But we also claim that Jesus was fully human. And 

there are more than a few parents who have had the wonderful experience of discovering at the mall, if not the 

temple, that their child has wandered off, intent on some project they never bothered to share with anyone. So, 

you might say that here he misbehaved a bit. It sure caused his folks worry, even though he pointed out that 

he had to be in his father’s house. His parents were mortal, and being so were sinful, not always quite doing 

what they should, being confused, even if they tried their hardest. And yes, they do not always “get” who their 

son is—why, in Mark 3, they try to get him under control when people start to think he’s crazy. But you 

know, he was fully human. And I wouldn’t be surprised if as a baby he had the colic; if he broke an ox-cart 

wheel or two tossing a ball around with his friends; if there weren’t long, anxious nights that Mary sat by his 

bedside, trying to cool his hot forehead when he was sick. In a strange way, all that would be an opportunity 

for love. And that, in the beginning and in the end, is what our Lord was all about. 

        

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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CHURCH OFFICERSCHURCH OFFICERSCHURCH OFFICERSCHURCH OFFICERS    

    

Committed to following Jesus Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church is a caring family of God welcoming all per-

sons in their spiritual journey. 

 

 SESSION DEACONS 

Moderator:  Rev. Robert W. Birch Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014 

Clerk:  Dianne M. Yuninger Ellen Barnes Tracy Dippner Dorothy Buckwalter 

Congregational Life Esta Fisher (chair), Sharon Williams Johanna Gingher Lois Snader Sue Esch 

Christian Education John Shirk (chair), Dianne Yuninger Evie Lopez Shelly Summers Ralph Shenk 

Worship Darwin Eshleman (chair),  Margy Hershey Jane Witmer Betty Sowers 

 Christian Brackbill  

Community Outreach Emily Birch (chair), Janet Huffman TRUSTEES 

Mission Nick Lopez (chair), Deborah Sindall Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014 

Stewardship Steve Boas (chair),  Chuck Ankney Dave Berkhimer Karen Boyer 

 Matthew McClarigan Craig Keenan Bob Hershey Mike Hartmann 

  Scott Shenk Doug High Michael McLaughlin 

 

CLIP AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 

LEACOCK BOOKLEACOCK BOOKLEACOCK BOOKLEACOCK BOOK    
DISCUSSIONDISCUSSIONDISCUSSIONDISCUSSION    

You still have plenty of time to 

read the next book for the book 

discussion group, because we’ve 

not yet set a date (waiting to do so 

until after we view the movie Blue 

Like Jazz at our potluck dinner this 

Sunday). 

The book is The Absolutely True 

Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 

Sherman Alexie, and we will be 

discussing it sometime in Novem-

ber. 

Emily Birch 

Book and Movie Discussion Coor-

dinator 
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RESPONSIBILITES  AT  LEACOCK CHURCHRESPONSIBILITES  AT  LEACOCK CHURCHRESPONSIBILITES  AT  LEACOCK CHURCHRESPONSIBILITES  AT  LEACOCK CHURCH    
OCTOBER AND NOVEMBEROCTOBER AND NOVEMBEROCTOBER AND NOVEMBEROCTOBER AND NOVEMBER    

 
NURSERYNURSERYNURSERYNURSERY    

If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER SUN-

DAY. Call the office secretary, 687-6619, so she can make the bulletin change. THANK YOU! 

Oct. 7 9:30 Loretta McClarigan 

Oct. 14 8:00 Sue Funk      

 10:30 Chuck & Kathy Ankney 

Oct. 21 8:00 Tom & Vicki Burkins     

 10:30 Deb Beane & Lois Snader 

Oct. 28 8:00 Janet Huffman 

 10:30 Darwin Eshleman & Linda Erikson 

Nov 4 8:00 Michele McLaughlin 

 10:30 Steve & Forrest Boas 

Nov 11 9:30 Dave & Carol Berkhimer 

Nov 18 8:00 Nick & Evie Lopez 

 10:30 Johanna Gingher & Sharon Williams 

Nov 25 8:00 Ellen Barnes 

 10:30 Mike & Alba Ruhl 

USHERSUSHERSUSHERSUSHERS    
 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ed Margerum, Head Usher 

 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4027) 

PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to trade 

with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 

 
OCTOBER 

 Ralph Shank Steve Boas 
 Karen Boyer Charlene Boas 
 Deb Sindall Craig Keenan 
 Robert Sindall John Shirk 

NOVEMBER 
 Tom Burkins Lois Snader 
 Vicki Burkins Valerie Ruhl 
 Tracey Dippner David Erickson 
 Scott Shenk Linda Erickson 

DEACON RESPONSIBILITIESDEACON RESPONSIBILITIESDEACON RESPONSIBILITIESDEACON RESPONSIBILITIES 
(Flower Deliveries) 

  
October Tracy Dippner 
November Shelly Summers 
December Jane Witmer 

WELCOME CENTERWELCOME CENTERWELCOME CENTERWELCOME CENTER    
    

8:00am Service 10:30am Service 
October Dick Miller October  Bob & Margy Hershey 
November Tom & Vicki Burkins November Mike & Alba Ruhl 
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Please see separate icon 

on the front page 

for the October Church  

Calendar 
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