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(Sometimes in life’s most difficult moments, happiness catches us by surprise) 

C onsumed by my loss, I didn’t notice the hardness of the pew where I sat. I was at the funeral of my dearest 
friend, my mother. She finally had lost her long battle with cancer. The grief was so intense, I found it hard to 

breathe at times. 

Always supportive, Mother clapped loudest at my school plays, held a box of tissues while listening to my first 
heartbreak, comforted me at my father’s death, encouraged me in college, and prayed for me my entire life. 

When Mother’s illness was diagnosed, my sister had a new baby and my brother had recently married his childhood 
sweetheart, so it fell on me, the 27-year old, middle child without entanglements, to take care of her. I counted it an 
honor. 

“What now, Lord?” I asked sitting in church. My life stretched out before me as an empty abyss. My brother sat 
stoically with his face toward the cross while clutching his wife’s hand. My sister sat slumped against her hus-
band’s shoulder, his arms around her as she cradled their child. 

All so deeply grieving, no one noticed I sat alone. 

My place had been with our mother, preparing her meals, helping her walk, taking her to the doctor, seeing to her 
medication, reading the Bible together. Now she was with the Lord. My work was finished, and I was alone. 

I heard a door open and slam shut at the back of the church. Quick footsteps hurried along the carpeted floor. An 
exasperated young man looked around briefly and then sat next to me. He folded his hands and placed them on his 
lap. His eyes were brimming with tears. He began to sniffle. 

“I’m late,” he explained, though no explanation was necessary. After several eulogies, he leaned over and com-
mented, “Why do they keep calling Mary by the name of Margaret?” 

“Oh, because that was her name, Margaret. Never Mary. No one ever called her Mary.” I whispered. I wondered 
why this person couldn’t have sat on the other side of the church. 

He interrupted my grieving with his tears and fidgeting. Who was this stranger, anyway? 

“No, that isn’t correct,” he insisted, as several people glanced over at us whispering, “Her name is Mary, Mary Pe-
ters.” 

“That isn’t who this is,” I replied. 

“Isn’t this the Lutheran church?” 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Come celebrate and fellowship at 
the annual Birthday Buffet on 
Thursday, June 7 at 6:30pm in Fel-
lowship Hall. The evening will in-
clude a delicious salad buffet, birth-
day cake, and a program presented 
by Francesca Crane of Bridge of 
Hope ministries. 

Invite a friend or two to come along. 

We are also encouraging those who 
attend to bring one of the following 
items as a “birthday gift” for Bridge 
of Hope: facial tissues, toilet tissue, 
paper towels, laundry detergent, 
cleaning supplies. 

Reservations: Karen Homsher (687-
6469) or Marie Glass (687-7200) by 
June 3. 

“No, the Lutheran church is across 
the street.” 

“Oh.” 

“I believe you’re at the wrong fu-
neral, Sir.” 

The solemn nature of the occasion 
mixed with the realization of the 
man’s mistake bubbled up inside me 
and came out as laughter. I cupped 
my hands over my face, hoping it 
would be interpreted as sobs. The 
creaking pew gave me away. Sharp 
looks from other mourners only 
made the situation seem more hilari-
ous. 

I peeked at the bewildered, mis-
guided man seated beside me. He 
was laughing, too, as he glanced 
around, deciding it was too late for 
an uneventful exit. 

I imagined Mother laughing. 

At the final “Amen,” we darted out a 
door and into the parking lot. “I do 
believe we’ll be the talk of the 
town,” he smiled. He said his name 
was Rick and since he had missed 
his aunt’s funeral, asked me out for 
a cup of coffee. 

That afternoon began a lifelong jour-
ney for me with this man who at-
tended the wrong funeral, but was in 
the right place. A year after our 
meeting, we were married at a coun-
try church where he was the assis-
tant pastor. This time we both ar-
rived at the same church, right on 
time. 

In my time of sorrow, God gave me 

(Continued from page 1) laughter. In place of loneliness, God 
gave me love. 

This past June, we celebrated our 
22nd wedding anniversary. 

Whenever anyone asks us how we 
met, Rick tells them, “Her mother 
and my Aunt Mary introduced us, 
and it’s truly a match made in 
heaven.” 
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Parents with babies and toddlers 
through the age of 4 years should 
feel comfortable leaving their chil-
dren in our well staffed nursery and 
toddler rooms during either the 
8:00AM and/or the 10:30AM ser-
vices. 

Two qualified adults are on hand in 
each room to watch over your chil-
dren while you participate in wor-
ship. Children in kindergarten 
through third grade are invited to 
Primary Church following the Chil-
dren’s Message during the 10:30AM 
service. All other children should 
remain with their parents during the 
worship hour. 

To love what you do and feel that it mat-
ters - how could anything be more fun? 

Katharine Graham 
 

Most people are about as happy as they 
make up their minds to be.  

Abraham Lincoln 
 

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of 
others cannot keep it from themselves. 

Sir James M. Barrie 
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Date Time Field  Opponent 

June 4  9:00 1 Middle Octorara 

June 11  6:30 1 Pequea Baptist 

June 18  7:45 1 Pequea Baptist 

June 25  6:30 1 Weaverland 2 

July 2  6:30 2 Keystone 

July 9  7:45 2 Bird-in-Hand 

July 16  7:45 2 Bellevue 

July 23  7:45 1 Weaverland 1 

July 30  7:45 1 Middle Octorara 

  9:00 1 Ridgeview 

August 1 Mini Playoffs 

August 6-9 Playoffs 

August 13-16 Finals 
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The softball team continues their 
quest for victories during June. On 
June 4, Leacock faces Middle Octo-
rara at 9PM on Field #1. The team 
again takes to Field #1 at 6:30PM 
on June 11 with Pequea Baptist as 
the opponent and opposes them 
again on June 18 at 7:45PM.  

They will end the month of June 
battling against Weaverland #2, 
again on Field #1 at 6:30PM. There 
will be a lot more games in July and 
August so come out and support the 
team? 
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The summer Sunday School electives begin on July 
1 with Rev. Ken Osborne, who will lead a study on 
the book, Western Theology by Wes Selinger. 
Come find out if you’re a Settler or a Pioneer. 

Other offerings include visiting China, the great 
cathedrals in Europe, the Heifer Ranch in Arkansas, and Iran. 

A complete schedule will be listed in future bulletins and the summer news-
letter. 
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The Children’s Day celebration will be held June 10 following Fellowship 
Time.  

The Children will gather in Smith Hall for a variety of activities hosted by 
the Bethany Class. 
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June 3 Lucy Ames 

June 10 - Donald and Margaret 
Andrews 

 Heather 

June 17 Donald and Beatrice 
Andrews 

June 24 Michael and Karen 
Andrews 
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You may purchase the flowers for 
the sanctuary on Sundays, June 10 
or June 17 in honor or memory of 
someone or a special occasion. Call 
the church office (687-6619). 
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Camp Donegal is a great place to be 
in the summer. You can find infor-
mation on the Camp Donegal web-
site (http://www.campdonegal.org/). 

Check it out for camp schedules, 
registration forms, a camp video, 
photos, and directions. Register for 
Camp Donegal for summer fun. 
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Save the date and come visit Ava-
lanche Ranch. This year you can 
�� Register online 
�� Volunteer online 
�� Watch a video online 

The web site is https://
groupvbs.com/myvbs/?
churchid=751  

 

Answers: Garden of Gethsemane, Garden 
of Eden, Sea of Galilee, Jordan River, 
Mount Sinai, Jacob’s Well, Rome, Tower 
of Babel, Lions’ Den, Wilderness 
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The Community Outreach Commit-
tee is planning a picnic in the com-
munity building at Paradise Park for 
our boarding house members and 
friends on Wednesday, June 20. Pat 
and Deb Krantz are helping by ar-
ranging to round up the former Vin-
tage House guests. 

The picnic lunch is planned for 
12:00 followed by games. We 
would also like to provide gift bags 
for the guests. 

A box will be in the Narthex the 
first week in June for your contribu-
tions of gift bag items such as: 

�� tooth brush 
�� tooth paste 
�� tissues (small packs 
�� shampoo  
�� deodorant  
�� emery boards 
�� combs 
�� pens 
�� tablets 

If you would like to help with the 
picnic on June 20, please contact 
Tom Burkins, Fran Satazahn, Dick 
Miller, or Karen Homsher. 

Remember, no effort that we make to 
attain something beautiful is ever lost. 

Helen Keller 
 

Nothing will work unless you do. 
Maya Angelou 
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CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
Committed to following Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church of Paradise, Pennsylvania is a caring family of God welcoming 

all persons in their spiritual journey. 
LEACOCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

3181 LINCOLN HIGHWAY EAST 
PARADISE,  PA  17562 

Answers: Page 4 

 
Dear Friends at Leacock, 

Just a short note to thank you all 
for the stress relief package you sent 
me. 

I will be starting my third year 
at Millersville this fall for elemen-
tary education. Thanks, also, to the 
Congregational Life Committee for 
all their work with it. It was nice of 
you all to think of me. Thanks again 
and God Bless. 
 Chad Ankney 
 
 
Dear Leacock Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you very much for all the 
goodies and snacks you sent me for 
finals week. They were a great  help 
in relieving the stress. This showed 
the dedication and caring of the con-
gregation to its college members. I 
want to especially thank the Congre-
gational Life Committee for putting 
this box together. Thank you again 
for your thoughts and goodies 
through finals week. 

 Sincerely, 
 Matthew McClarigan 
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Dan and Jennifer McClary report 
in an April email that they are com-
pleting their dorm parent duties at 
Black Forest Academy in Germany 
and are anticipating returning to the 
United States in early June. They 
are in the process of working out an 
assignment with Wycliffe for the 
time that they will be in America. 

Dan and Jen request our prayers for 
�� Their children, Chelsea, Anne, 

Josiah, Geoffrey and Sean as 
they leave the Black Forest 
Academy after two years to be-
gin attending a new school in 
the United States. 

�� Their ability to adjust as they 
return to the United States. 

�� Their time to focus on their own 
family and be available to their 
children. 

�� Their arrival in the states next 
month, for new friends, a good 
church home, good friends for 
the kids at school, and for the 
stability of their family 

 

Jim and Cindi Farr send greetings 
from New Guinea with a GREET-
ING FROM FARRS ON THE 
MOVE IN PNG. They comment on 
April 24, that after nine weeks in the 
villages, they will return to Uka-
rumpa at the end of June. Their quip 
about TRAVEL is: “The older we 
get, the less cleaning houses and 
packing appeal as ‘fun’ activities!! 
However, with three houses, we 

spend a lot of time and energy buy-
ing and moving supplies from and 
to all three places. The staple food 
items, for example, are rice, canned 
fish, sugar and flour!” 

The Farr’s schedule is: 

In Baga until May 4 where we will 
check the progress of the Korafe 
team in translating the Sunday Old 
Testament scripture readings. We 
will also look into how the SALT 
team outreaches have gone. 

Then in Baruga until June 8, where 
we will check the Baruga Luke 9-24 
so that it makes sense, is clear, accu-
rate and natural. Then we will read 
together Acts 1 and 2 Thessaloni-
ans. Cindi will hold reading sessions 
with the women on Baruga worship 
songs. 

We will be with the Korafe the sec-
ond and third week of June for the 
purpose of encouraging the people 
in their daily stresses and to also 
trust the Word for healing, and in 
planting their gardens, etc., instead 
of invoking ancestral spirits. An-
other area of need is to help the 
Korafe make spiritual choices, “in 
the teeth of a growing AIDS prob-
lem.” 

 

Rev. Dr. Tom Hastings and his 
wife Carol are Presbyterian Church 
(USA) missionaries in Tokyo, Ja-
pan. Our church helps to support 
their work there where Tom is a full 
professor at the Tokyo Theological 
Seminary. 

Tom recently had a scripture reflec-
tion published in These Days - The 
Daily Devotion for Living by Faith. 

The following was in the March/
April issue on April 25: 

A Great Multitude 
(Scripture: Revelations 7:9-17) 

I looked, and there was a great mul-
titude that no one could count, from 
every  nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the 
Lamb. 

Revelation 7:9 

U.S. churches once saw themselves 
as “senders” and the churches of 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America as 
“receivers.” But the concept of mis-
sion and the perception of U.S. 
churches have certainly changed. 
While mainline Protestantism has 
been steadily declining in the United 
States, global Christianity has under-
gone a dramatic demographic rever-
sal. Today it is estimated that only 
one-third of the world’s Christians 
live in Europe, the former Soviet 
Union, and North America and two-
thirds in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. It is as if John’s vision is 
coming to pass in our own time! 

Action Step: Brainstorm how Chris-
tians in other places worship, under-
stand, and follow Jesus Christ. Per-
haps you can invite some interna-
tional students to your church or 
your home or develop a relationship 
with a congregation in another coun-
try. 

Lamb of God, in this deeply troubled 
time, please continue to guide all of 
the peoples of your world to springs 
of water, wipe away every tear, and 
grant us peace. Amen 

Tom Hastings, Tokyo, Japan 
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