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Dear Friends, 

I have thought of nothing else these past two days than the work you all did 
on Sunday when you voted to extend the call to Bob Birch to be your next 
pastor. I have thought about that meeting - the questions you asked, the wis-
dom you sought, the Spirit you desired - and I continue to be amazed at how 
the Holy Spirit works. 

Several years ago, the Holy Spirit began working in this congregation in 
preparation for this moment. The Holy Spirit moved in Gary and his desire 
to retire. The Holy Spirit moved through the Session and their call to invite 
me to be your Interim Pastor. The Holy Spirit moved through the members 
of this church, and your vote to elect a most remarkable PNC. The Holy 
Spirit moved in Bob and Emily and opened them to the possibilities here in 
Paradise. And, finally, the Holy Spirit moved through you to vote unani-
mously to call Bob to be your 19th pastor. This has truly been a stunning 
process. 

One of the things I appreciate about being a member of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) is the intentional way in which decisions are confirmed. As 
good Presbyterians we do not trust any one person to have all the answers, 
we believe that the Holy Spirit works best through the confirmation and af-
firmation of other people.  

That’s what was done on Sunday. By your unanimous vote, you affirmed 
the work we have been doing over the past two years; by your vote, you 
confirmed the work that your PNC has been doing since April of last year. 
By your unanimous vote, you confirmed the work of the Holy Spirit by call-
ing Bob Birch to be your next pastor. It was a great day. 

I have enjoyed my time here at Leacock, and I look forward to hearing of 
the great things God will be doing with you and through you in the years 
ahead. 

 Joyfully, 

 Ken 
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Loud and joyous applause filled the 
sanctuary upon the announcement 
that Robert W. Birch had been 
unanimously elected to become the 
19th pastor in the long history of our 
church. A hymn of praise was raised 
by a congregation already on its 
feet. 

The Congregational meeting, as 
called by Session, was held on June 
24 following a single 9:30am ser-
vice of worship.  

Bob led the service with the assis-
tance of lay leader Elder Christian 

(Continued on page 2) 
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We invite anyone who will be in 
high school this fall to the Commu-
nicant’s Class starting on Sunday, 
September 9.  

Classes will be held after the second 
service, and lunch will be served. 
The classes, featuring new curricu-
lum, will continue for 8 weeks. 

The topics include: the importance 
of faith in a very diverse world, 
Presby-who?, can you hear me now, 
grace and gratitude, Lectio Divina, 
clothed in Christ, and extravagant 
love.  

Attending the Communicant’s Class 
will not obligate anyone to join the 
church.  

While we would like to see class 
members join Leacock Church, we 
would like each person to be able to 
make an informed decision concern-
ing church membership. 

Please contact Marie O Brackbill 
(768-8470) or Linda Erikson (768-
7551) if you are planning on attend-
ing the classes. 

Brackbill, and his sermon title was, 
The Quiet Call of God.  

The meeting, called for the purpose 
of acting on the recommendation of 
the Pastor Nominating Committee, 
that Robert W. Birch be called as 
our next pastor, was moderated by 
our interim pastor, Rev. Ken Os-
borne. PNC Chair Ed Margerum 
reported on the work of the commit-
tee, the selection process of Bob as 
their nominee, and the terms of the 
call.  

The ballot vote was taken following 
a time for questions, and it was 
unanimously in favor of the PNC 
recommendation. An outdoor recep-
tion for Bob and Emily was held 
after the meeting in sunny, warm 
weather on the manse lawn. 

Bob graduated with honors from 
Union Theological Seminary in 
New York in 2006. He has a B.A. 
degree in English, Religion and Phi-
losophy from Haverford College 
and a M.A. degree in Philosophy 
from St. John’s College.  

He was born in Ohio. His mother 
was a journalist, and his dad an at-
torney, both Presbyterians. He has 
an uncle, a retired minister, who 
lives in Lititz. His wife, Emily, was 
a librarian and is now an editor. 
There home is in Newtown, Con-
necticut. 

Bob’s call to the ministry is a sec-
ond career. Prior to attending semi-

(Continued from page 1) nary, Bob was a teacher, assistant 
Dean of Students, and then Dean of 
Community Service at the Gunnery 
School, a private school in Wash-
ington, CT. In the corporate world, 
Bob was manager of sales and spe-
cial markets and then director of 
sales at Greenwood Publishing 
Group in Westport, CT. 

At Union Seminary, Bob created a 
school for disadvantaged young 
men, still called Harlem Academy, 
to provide them with the opportu-
nity to obtain a college education. 
He trained in clinical pastoral edu-
cation at Bridgeport Hospital, 
Bridgeport, CT, and in counseling at 
the mental health clinic, Harvard 
Medical School, Northfield, MA. 

In his home church, Valley Presby-
terian, in Brookfield, CT, Bob has 
been involved in lay leadership, 
taught both youth and adult Chris-
tian Education classes, served as 
Clerk of Session, and has partici-
pated in and lead their worship ser-
vices. 

Bob’s hobbies include railroading 
and locomotive interests and scuba 
diving with Emily - both are accom-
plished divers. He and Emily also 
share interests in environmental is-
sues and concerns. 

Bob will be ordained by his South-
ern New England Presbytery in Sep-
tember and begin his service with us 
shortly thereafter. In the meantime, 
his home address is 5 Homer Clark 
Lane, Sandy Hook, CT  06482. 
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July 1 Western Theology: are 

we pioneers or settlers 
 Rev. Ken Osborne 
 (grade 9 to adults) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 

July 8 Western Theology: are 
we pioneers or settlers 

 Rev. Ken Osborne 
 (grade 9 to adults) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 
July 15 Traveling Into Iran 
 Ed Martin with the Men-

nonite Central Committee 
 (grade 9 to adult) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 
July 22 Experiencing Camp 

Donegal 
 Linda Erikson with Kelly 

and David 
 (All ages) 
 
July 29 Humane League 
 (All ages) 
 
Aug 8 All Together in One 

Place: New Instrument - 
Historic Place 

 (All ages) 
 
Aug 12 Spiritual Dimensions of 

Art  
 Betty Snapp-Barrett with 

the Samaritan Center 
 (grade 9 to adult) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 
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After many years of teaching in our 
Sunday School classes, Ruth Anne 
Appel, Barry Martin and Lois 
Snader are retiring. We thank them 
for their dedication to the youth of 
our church, and for serving all of us 
in Christian formation. 

To continue in our Christian forma-
tion, people are needed to take over 
for Barry, Lois and Ruth Anne. The 
future growth of our faith and rela-
tionship with God lies in our present 
time spent with the youth of Lea-
cock.  

Please speak with Marie O. Brack-
bill (768-8470) or Linda Erikson 
(768-7551) about becoming in-
volved as a Sunday School teacher. 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 
Aug 19 The Cathedrals of 

Europe 
 Philip Mowrer 
 (grade 9 to adult) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 
Aug 26 Traveling Through 

China 
 Marie Glass 
 (grade 9 to adult) 
 Exploring nature 

through videos and 
crafts 

 (grade 8 and younger) 
 
 

Answer: You are my friends if you do 
what I command. 
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Jul 1 Charles and Kathy Ankney 
 Chad and Kristen 
 
Jul 8 Dalin Appel 
 
Jul 15 Edward and Ruth Anne 

Appel 
 
Jul 22 Lauren Appel 
 
Jul 29 Pat Axe 
 Michael, Leah and Blake 
 
Aug 5 David Babb 
 
Aug 12 Rachel Bair 
 
Aug 19 Ralph and Ruth Bair 
 
Aug 26 Eugene and Nancy Bare 
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Jul 12 Evelyn Martin 
 1520 Harrisburg Pike 
 Rosevue Ground No. 10 
 Lancaster, PA 17601-2632 
 
Aug 4 Malcolm Stannard 
 61 Slaymaker Hill Road 
 Kinzers, PA 17535 
 
Aug 10 Arline Marron 
 139 N. Ronks Road 
 Ronks, PA 17572-9702 
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You may purchase the flowers for 
the sanctuary on Sunday, July 29 in 
honor or memory of someone or a 
special occasion. Call the church 
office (687-6619). 
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As the summer vacation season ar-
rives, the Nominating Committee to 
elect the Elders, Deacons, and Trus-
tees for the Class of 2009-2010 will 
be working on the selection of indi-
viduals to fill the slots on the ballot. 

While you are relaxing, take some 
time, focus and prayerfully consider 
how you might be more supportive 
in your service to Leacock Presby-
terian through the giving of your 
time and talents. 

With a new minister on the horizon, 
this church will be experiencing 
change and growth. What an excit-
ing time! Be a part of it by volun-
teering to be on one of the boards. 

Contact the church office or drop 
your name in the offering plate in 
order that the Nominating Commit-
tee can move forward and complete 
the ballot. 
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August 5 will mark the traditional 
celebration of Old Leacock Day 
when both church services will be 
held at the historic church as well as 
Sunday School.  An outdoor nursery 
will be provided for infants and tod-
dlers – weather permitting. 

To complete the morning events, we 
will have a fantastic picnic on the 
surrounding grounds.  Plan on 
bringing your very favorite covered 
dish or dishes – hot dogs, beverages, 
and eating utensils will be pro-
vided.  Remember to tuck a lawn 
chair or blanket in the car so you 
can sit and enjoy the food and fel-
lowship. 

Of course, if it rains, we will return 
to the Paradise facility and picnic 
inside – hot dogs taste yummy no 
matter where they are eaten! 

Complete the day by returning to 
Old Leacock for the Hymn 
Sing.  What a GREAT DAY it will 
be so circle that date on your calen-
dars.  Check the bulletins for addi-
tional information as the time draws 
near.  See you there! 
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leacockpres.org 
Our web address is 

www.leacockpres.org 

You can find 
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in Color  

�� Cancellations 
�� Church Calendar 
�� Directions 
�� Youth Activities 
�� Women’s Activities 
�� Information on Old Leacock 
 

Tom Burkins is the webmaster and 
can be contacted at 

tburkins@leacockpres.org 
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Date Time Field  Opponent 

July 2  6:30 2 Keystone 

July 9  9:00 2 Bird-in-Hand 

July 16  7:45 2 Bellevue 

July 23  7:45 1 Weaverland 1 

July 30  7:45 1 Middle Octorara 

  9:00 1 Ridgeview 

August 1 Mini Playoffs 

August 6-9 Playoffs 

August 13-16 Finals 

July 10  7:45 1 Keystone 

July 17  9:00 1 Middle Octorara 

July 24  9:00 1 Bellevue 

 
Dear Friends at Leacock, 

I would like to thank you all for 
recognizing me and also for the nice 
gifts that you gave me for my 
graduation at church on May 20th. 
A special thank you to the congrega-
tional life committee for all the 
work they did and for the nice re-
ception outside on the lawn after the 
service. It was very nice of you all 
to think of me. 

 Blessings, 
 Kristen Ankney 

 
 
Dear Leacock Church Members, 

I wanted to thank you so much 
for the care package I received for 
finals week at school. The snacks 
came at such an appropriate time, 
and I was so happy to know you 
were all thinking of me at that 
stressful time. 

Thank you again so much. 
 Elizabeth Watters 
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Note the revised schedule for the 
church softball team. A few games 
have been added to the schedule. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for 
the July 16 game when we will cele-
brate our softball team with hot dogs 
and treats for players and fans alike - 
come, cheer, encourage and enjoy an 
evening of fun and fellowship. 

ROOT - ROOT - ROOT FOR THE 
HOME TEAM AT THE OLD 
BALLGAME!! 
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CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
Committed to following Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church of Paradise, Pennsylvania is a caring family of God 

welcoming all persons in their spiritual journey. 
LEACOCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

3181 LINCOLN HIGHWAY EAST 
PARADISE,  PA  17562 

Answers: Page 3 
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As people of God, we are called each 
day, to put ourselves into the shoes of 
others for whom life is a struggle. 

To provide a safe and loving place for 
the children orphaned by HIV-AIDS. 

To provide help for those in the fam-
ily who need physical rehabilitation. 

To provide clean drinking water, 
which we take for granted. 

When we enter the hospital all our 
needs are met. In some parts of the 
world, families of the patients must 
provide food, support and clean 
clothes. Some of the Birthday Offer-
ing will be used to expand the facili-
ties for the families such as toilets, 
kitchens, and laundry areas. 

There is also a need to provide reli-
gious education and social services for 
refugees from North Korea who are 
relocating in South Korea. 

Together we can help meet these 
needs. Will you help? We will receive 
the Birthday Offering in August. 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
DUE AUGUST 16 

Mail to -  
 Vicki Burkins, Editor 
 557 Gralan Drive 
 Lancaster, PA 17601 
Email to - 
 vicki.burkins@gmail.com 
Drop off at -  
 the church office. 

Next newsletter - September 2007 
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The church office will be open on 
Thursday and Friday from 8:30am 
to noon. The office phone number 
is 687-6619. 
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When looking for a good book to 
read this summer, check out the Bi-
ble. Read the stories about Jonah 
and Ruth, each only a few pages, 
and come to one of the women’s 
Bible study groups in September to 
learn more about these two very hu-
man, Biblical characters. 
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 2004 
One of the most beautiful church 
structures I have ever seen. I wish 
we could see the inside. 
 Steve & Kay 
 Philadelphia 
 
 
  2005 
Visited the graves of my Slaymaker 
ancestors. 
 H. Thompson (Tom) 
 
 
We admired this lovely old church 
on our 18th anniversary. 
 Bob & Carol 
 Eldin Park, PA 
 
 
God’s peace is here! 
 Mary Jane 
 Portland, Oregon 
 
 
As a candidate for ministry in the 
Presbyterian church, it’s wonderful 
to see a piece of our history. 
 Marcia 
 New Hope, PA 

What a beautiful and peaceful place. 
 Michelle & Steve 
 Fruitland, MD 
 
Beautiful, wonderful structure and 
kept so clean. 
 Milly 
 Sterling, VA 
 
Enjoyed touring your cemetery. The 
rock church is very pretty and the 
tree smells wonderful. 
 Thanks, 
 Anita & Arlena 
 Stuart, VA 
 
We drove from Mt. Pocono to see 
the burial place of some of my an-
cestors. Thank you for keeping the 
grounds and church so beautiful and 
allowing us the opportunity to visit 
the past. 
 Gary & Chery 
 
We drove from Mansfield, PA and 
found 17 grave stones with names of 
our relatives. Thank you for taking 
such good care of the church and 
grounds. 
 Glenn & Evelyn 
 Carol & James 
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