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Notes from the Manse 
 

 Once one enters into Scripture, really dives into it, one will find a seemingly endless capacity to de-
light, to challenge, to humble, to inspire, to lift oneself out of tired ways of seeing and living onto new, at 
times daunting, but always exciting paths. Scripture is like a room one happens upon, filled with unexpected 
delights. Oh, there are some musty old objects in the room that taken out of context are troubling or disturbing. 
But there is so much more that has the strange capacity to speak to every facet of our lives, the good, the bad, 
the certain and the confused. I thought all of this when two passages of Scripture came to mind just as I set out 
to write this. 
 
 The first was the well-known verses from Ecclesiastes that remind us that there is a season for every-
thing in life, a time for tears, a time to laugh. In a few weeks, the seasons will again change, with the warmth 
of summer slipping into the colors and increasing chill of fall. However, it is already a season of change. The 
lazy months of summer must give way to a new school year, vacations wind down as people once again find a 
bit of increased concentration on the tasks at hand, after a season of renewing distractions. And there are be-
ginnings in churches as well, as Sunday School starts up and a season of reflection on the meaning of steward-
ship is begun. 
 
 Here at Leacock, there is much to look forward to, commencing with Old Leacock Day, which gives us 
a chance to remember the past of the church, to imagine its future, and to celebrate its present. The Lecture 
Series will have its first presentation in a few weeks, and the schedule, as found later in the newsletter is a var-
ied one, that should have talks that will interest everyone. And very soon, we will enter into one of the most 
wonderful liturgical seasons of the year, as Christ the King moves to Thanksgiving that lies at the threshold of 
Advent. There will be cookouts and hayrides, prayer shawls knit, two weddings—we will be blessed with the 
full seasoning of life. 
 
 The second Scripture passage that came to mind is from the letter of James, 1:22, where all who would 
follow the Lord are told to become doers of the word, not just hearers of it. This is a challenge, a challenge to 
live and practice faith in deeds and not to hold to it as a private promise and possession. Faith calls us to share 
our talents and resources, to share ourselves. It is my hope, then, that this coming season be one that chal-
lenges all of us to find new ways to serve Leacock, to serve the Body of Christ. There is ever a need for people 
to serve on the church’s boards, to nurture others as a deacon, to be part of the governance of the church on 
Session, to care for Old Leacock and Paradise as a trustee. If we had more Sunday School teachers, more vol-
unteers for Primary Church, no one would have to do as much as is currently the case. So, look into your 
hearts, see if you cannot find time in your lives for your church, even if it may mean stealing a little time from 
something else. Leacock needs you. The more who volunteer, the more we can do. And always, you will re-
ceive even more than you give. Let this be a time to serve, a time to sow; if it is, it will also be a time to reap, a 
time to dance. 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 



THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR Page 2 

��������������	��������������	��������������	��������������	� �� �
September 6 will mark the end of 
our summer services at the Old 
Leacock Church.  We will cele-
brate the day by having all the 
church events at that historical fa-
cility – beginning with Sunday 
School at 9:00am, one service of 
worship at 10:00am, and the tradi-
tional pot luck picnic following the 
service. 

Hot dogs, drinks, and tableware 
will be provided.  Please bring a 
covered dish to share – desserts, 
salads, fruits, desserts, veggies, 
desserts, casseroles, more des-
serts.  Bring your lawn chairs or 
blanket and enjoy the good food 
and fellowship of our church fam-
ily on Labor Day weekend, mark-
ing the end of summer. 

We won’t even talk about a rain 
date…but just incase, the picnic 
would be moved to Smith Fel-
lowship Hall in the Paradise 
church. 
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The Chancel Choir begins its year 
with rehearsal Wednesday evening 
September 9 at 7:30 in the 
sanctuary. Always looking for new 
singers, we REALLY need a few 
good men and women (including 
teenagers) to join our ranks. We 
would like to continue singing four 
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What is your favorite hymn? Have 
we sung it recently? Would you 
like to sing it? 

Then come to the last hymn sing 
of the 2009 summer season Sun-

day evening September 6 at 
7:00pm at Old Leacock. If you 
have been meaning to join us but 
have not had the chance, this eve-
ning promises to be one you won’t 
want to miss. 

We use both the Crowning Glory 
and Presbyterian Hymnal for 
selections and spend the hour 
together singing “requests from the 
crowd.” We had 87 with us in 
August on a muggy evening, but 
the fans and open windows 
dispelled much of the heat, and the 
lemonade after the singing 
refreshed everyone. Many thanks 
to Skip Brackbill who ably substi-
tuted while Tom Perella was on 
vacation, to Marie Brackbill for 
her cheerful lemonade pouring, 
and to Rev. Birch for his 
devotions. 

part music but may not be able to 
unless we have more volunteers. 
No music training is needed, no 
solos will be foisted upon you; no 
sight-reading will occur on a Sun-
day morning. So throw away your 
inhibitions and join us for 
rehearsals to lead the people of 
God in worship. 

Reasons to join the choir: 

1. You never have to worry about 
where to sit. 

2. You never have to worry about 
what to wear. 

3. Guaranteed laughter as we 
work through music together. 

4. Sneak preview of Sundays 
hymns. 

5. You can avoid the director’s 
hunting you down and 
terrorizing you until you give 
in. 

6. But best of all; Guaranteed 
song in your heart as you begin 
your work week. 

Music heals, music encourages, 
music strengthens our faith. Come 
and see. 

Any questions, call or email 
Dianne Yuninger (442-8379; 
dmyhry@aol.com) 
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Sept 6 Lauren McClarigan 

Sept 13 Barton & Jennifer 
McElhany 

 Keegan, Finian 

Sept 20 Michael & Michele 
McLaughlin 

 Anthony, Ryan 

Sept 27 Gary & Muriel Meier 
��� �
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The Leacock Bell Choir will ring 
in the new season on September 9, 
6:30pm, in Fellowship Hall. If you 
have ever considered joining us 
but didn’t have the time or weren’t 
sure what was involved, contact 
Karen Homsher at 687-6469.  

Some music reading skills are nec-
essary, but we have players of 
many different skill levels, and 
phase-in positions would be avail-
able for those who would want to 
get into it gradually. 
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We know you do not want to hear 
this tune already, but our 
Christmas Bazaar is on Saturday, 
December 5th.  This means that 
this event will take place in 3 
months or should we say 101 
days.  Which ever way you want to 
think, the bazaar will be here 
sooner than you think. 

We will be accepting all crafts, 
Christmas ornaments, jewelry, 
clothing items, filled theme-
baskets, and lightly used 
Christmas items.  The only things 
we will not be accepting this year 
are yard sale items, absolutely 
none of these items, please. 

We need your help, please plan to 
contribute or make/craft any items 
that you feel will sell at our 
bazaar.  

If you have any questions, please 
contact Marie Glass (687-7200) or 
Loretta McClarigan (687-
9010).  As the date gets closer we 
will be looking for those special 
cookie, bread, and candy makers 
of Leacock Presbyterian Church. If 
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When Beginning Thursday 
 September 10, 7:00-

8:30pm 

Where Leacock Presbyterian 
Church 

Who All youth grades 7-12 

 

For more information contact Kris 
or John Shirk at 687-8243. 

 

you are canning any items....think 
of the bazaar, we can use any food 
items you make for us.  

We can always use volunteers to 
help make this event be a huge 
success.  Let us know if you are 
planning on donating items, or if 
you can help on days leading up to 
the bazaar (pricing, set-up, etc.) 
and especially on the actual sale 
day (cashiers, guides, baggers, 
kitchen cooks, clean-up crew, 
etc.).  As you go "Dashing through 
the sun" these days,  instead of the 
snow....think  BAZAAR!  
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All lectures will be held at 
Leacock Presbyterian Church be-
ginning with light refreshments 
from 6:30 to 7:00pm. The lecture 
will follow from 7:00 to 8:00pm. 

Monday, September 21 
Julia O’ Brien, Ph.D., Duke 
University, is the Paul H. and 
Grace L. Stern Chair in Old 
Testament Studies at Lancaster 
Theological Seminary. She is 
interested in issues of violence 
and how Christians might 
ethically and respectfully respond 
to the “difficult” parts of the 
Bible.  

Topic:  “The Bible as 
Literature” 
O’Brien offers a way of 
approaching the Bible not as rules 
from on high but as literature that 
engages and encourages questions 
about human experience. How 
does this old book “play” today? 

Monday, September 28 
Annalisa Crannell, Ph.D. Brown 
University , is a Professor of 
Mathematics at Franklin & 
Marshall College. She especially 
enjoys talking to non-
mathematicians who haven't (yet) 
learned where the most beautiful 
aspects of the subject lie. 

Topic:  “Math and Faith”  
In this lecture, we'll look at how 
mathematics can give us meta-
phors to understand some of our 
more spiritual questions.  (No 
mathematical experience or back-
ground is necessary). 
 
Monday October 5 
Carol Emerson, M.S.S., 
L.C.S.W., Bryn Mawr  Graduate 
School of Social Work and Social 
Research, is a therapist at The Sa-
maritan Center in Lancaster.  
Carol’s training in Dialectical Be-
havior Therapy works well with 
complex personality issues, eating 
disorders, and addictive behaviors. 

Topic:  “Eating Disorders 101”  
What is an eating disorder, and 
what different types of disorders 
are diagnosed today?  What kind 
of help is there for those who suf-
fer from eating disorders? 

Monday, October 12 
Theodore P. Williams CFP®, 
MBA, Bloomsburg University of 
PA is a Senior Financial Advisor 
with Ameriprise Financial Ser-
vices, Inc., Lancaster, PA. He 
serves on the Board of Directors 
for Tabor Community Services, 
Inc. and has a daily radio show  on  
financial planning. 

Topic:  “Financial Planning 
From a Christian Perspective”   
Williams will  discuss the influ-
ence of our faith on our invest-
ments and spending strategies. 

Monday, October 19 
Rev. Katherine Epperly,  
D. Min., Claremont  School of 
Theology, is co-pastor with her 
husband, Bruce Epperly, at Disci-
ples United Community Church 
(DUCC) in Lancaster. She is a 
certified pastoral counselor, spiri-
tual director, massage therapist, 
and Reiki practitioner and teacher.  

Topic:  “Healing Touch, Holy 
Listening: Reiki and Spiritual 
Direction” 
Epperly’s presentation will involve 
both discussion and demonstration. 

Monday, October 26 
Lee Barrett, Ph.D., Yale Univer-
sity, is the Mary B. and Henry P. 
Stager Professor of Theology at 
Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
His interests include the relation-
ship between doctrinal traditions 
of the Christian church and con-
temporary culture. 

Topic:  “Celebrating 500 Years 
of John Calvin”  Calvin, a French 
theologian and pastor during the 
Protestant reformation, has often 
been misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. Come learn about a fasci-
nating and often controversially 
interpreted theologian. 
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The new pictorial directories ar-
rived in August, and many of our 
church family already have their 
copies.  If you had a family or 
group picture taken or submitted a 
photograph, you are entitled to a 
copy of the book.  If per chance 
you missed the opportunity when 
they were handed out, you may 
pick up your directory during the 
week at the church office when it 
is open.  The first directories 
handed out did not have the name, 
address, phone number, and web 
site of the church listed – self 
sticking labels with this informa-
tion are available in the narthex or 
the church office. Copies of the 
directory may be available for pur-
chase at a later date – watch for an 
announcement. 

Directories are produced every 5 
years so start saving pictures of 
special events now so we will have 
a large variety from which to 
choose.  There is a camera and al-
bum available to capture and store 
those “Kodak” moments! 
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A flea market for mechanics? A 
resource for the trustees? A trans-
plant bank for those of us with 
worn out joints? None of the 
above. 

Spare Parts is an a cappella male 
quartet that comes out of the tradi-
tion of unaccompanied church part 
singing. Beginning in 2005 as a 
men’s quartet from Akron Men-
nonite Church singing hymns and 
gospel music, the group has ex-
panded their repertoire to include 
spirituals, barbershop, jazz stan-
dards, and classical literature. 

Like real spare parts, their voices 
get swapped and switched around 
to keep them on their toes. The 
group released a CD in 2007 and 
are now preparing for a second 
recording. 

Set aside Sunday afternoon, Sep-
tember 27, at 3:00pm and join us 
in the Leacock sanctuary for a 
most enjoyable experience. 
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The community outreach commit-
tee is looking forward to kicking 
off the fall lecture series on Mon-
day September 21 with The Bible 
as Literature.  The “Body, Mind, 
Soul” lecture series will continue 
for six successive Monday eve-
nings. Come join us at 6:30pm for 
light refreshments before the lec-
tures begin at 7:00pm. 

The lectures are open to anyone in 
the community, so please spread 
the word and bring your friends. If 
anyone would like to volunteer to 
help set up food and chairs prior to 
the lectures, please contact Emily 
Birch or Marie Brackbill. 

This fall, we will also be continu-
ing our music series with a per-
formance by Spare Parts, and we 
look forward to providing more 
musical entertainment throughout 
the winter months. 

We hope, by now, you have no-
ticed the new look of the friend-
ship book pages. We’d like to en-
courage all of you, yet again, to 
remember to sign these and to pass 
them down the pews on Sunday 
mornings so that those who are 
visiting or new to the church can 
get to know us by name. 

Emily Birch 
Outreach Committee Liaison 
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Sunday, November 29, the first 
Sunday of Advent, at 7:00pm, the 
Marini Family will bring their love 
of music and harps to Leacock. 

“See everything, overlook a great 
deal, correct a little.” 

- Pope John XXIII 
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Sept 6  (23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-
23 

 Psalm 125 
 James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-

17 
 Mark 7:24-37 

Sept 13 (24th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Proverbs 1:20-33 
 Psalm 19 
 James 3:1-12 
 Mark 8:27-38 

Sept 20 (25th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Proverbs 31:10-31 
 Psalm 1 
 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 Mark 9:30-37 

Sept 27 (26th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-
22 

 Psalm 124 
 James 5:13-20 
 Mark 9:38-50 

 

Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives throughout the 
year at the following locations. Won’t you consider giving blood - every pint is 
very important! 
 

BLOOD DRIVE SCHEDULE 2009 
Date Place Time 
 

 
September 
Tuesday, Sept 8 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Thursday, Sept 24 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
 
October 
Thursday, Oct 1 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pm to 8:00pm 
Monday, Oct 5 Bareville Fire Company  2:00am to 7:00pm 
Tuesday, Oct 13 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Thursday, Oct 22 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
 
November 
Tuesday, Nov 10 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Monday, Nov 23 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Monday, Nov 30 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
 
December 
Thursday, Dec 3 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pm to 8:00pm 
Tuesday, Dec 8 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Thursday, Dec 24 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
DUE SEPTEMBER 17 

Mail to -  Drop off at -  
Vicki Burkins, Editor  the church office. 
 557 Gralan Drive  
 Lancaster, PA 17601  Next newsletter 
   October  2009 
Email to - 
 vicki.burkins@gmail.com 
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Answer:  In Bible times travel was diffi-
cult and slow. A full day’s journey was 
twenty miles. The usual way to travel was 
by walking. Donkeys were sometimes 
used. Ox carts carried heavy loads. Carts 
were used for trade caravans across the 
desert. The military, wealthy people and 
royal passengers used horses and chariots. 
Boats were used once in a while. 
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The new storm windows are on the 
manse so take a minute when you 
are in the church parking lot and 
check them out. The Trustees re-
moved the old ones from the 
manse to save money. Colored 
shutters will also be installed.  

The garage now has gutter guards 
to keep spouts open in the fall. The 
memorial garden has also been 
trimmed and cleaned. 

The pews at Paradise need 
refinished, but the Trustees are 
holding off due to the cost. A 
sample pew has been done - it is 
the longer pew near the elevator. 
The pew was sanded, stained 
where needed and finish coated. 
All comments are welcome. 

As always, if you see something 
that needs attention, please tell one 
of your Trustees. We are always 
on duty for you. 

 Dave Berkhimer  
Trustee President 
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Worried that you might not have 
time to read Jude the Obscure by 
Thomas Hardy, the next book we 
are reading for the Leacock Com-
munity Book Discussion Group? 
Have no fear. You’ve still got 
plenty of time (and plenty of long, 
hot summer afternoons, I’m sure) 
to read the book. 

We don’t meet again until Sunday 
September 13 at 7:00pm. 

And did you know that the out-
raged reaction to this book when it 
was published was so strong that 
Hardy quit writing fiction? 

Please join us for dessert, tea, and 
lively discussion of this timeless 
classic that takes to task every Vic-
torian institution from education to 
marriage to religion. As always, all 
are welcome, whether you’ve read 
the book or not. 

 

Emily Birch 
Book Discussion Moderator 
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Women’s Bible Study, open to all 
women of Leacock and friends, 
will be doing a study entitled, 
Joshua: Journey of Faith, begin-
ning in September. The Monday 
morning group meets at 7:30am 
for light breakfast and study con-
cluding by 8:45am. Some of the 
women meet at 7:00am to walk. 
Usually this group meets the first 
Monday of the month, but in Sep-
tember will meet on September 14 
avoiding Labor Day. 
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The Session met July 30 to con-
duct summer business. 

�� Approved pastor’s vacation 
August 10 - August 31. 

�� Approved pulpit supplies: Au-
gust 16 - Rev. John Ferguson; 
August 23 - Rev. Tracey Marx, 
August 30 - Esta Jarrett. 

�� Discussed Personnel Commit-
tee responsibilities. 

�� Appointed Ron Esch assistant 
church historian. 

�� Scheduled the annual meeting 
with the Deacons for Septem-
ber. 

“It is a mistake to try to look too far 
ahead. The chain of destiny can only 
be grasped one link at a time.” 

- Sir Winston Churchill 
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�� Cancellations 
�� Usher and Nursery Schedule 

�� The Church Staff 
�� Directions 
�� Times of the Services 
�� Church Officers 

 

leacockpres.org 
Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 

You Can Find 
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Just a reminder that if you still 
have the Per Capita envelope in 
your offering box, please fill the 
envelope and place it in the offer-
ing plate or mail it to the church 
office, 3181 Lincoln Highway 
East, Paradise, PA 17562. 

The Per Capita goes toward our 
share of expenses of the Presby-
tery, Synod, and General Assem-
bly. The amount to be paid this 
year per member is $26.51. 
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To meet our adopted budget, we 
need to receive $4,808.00 per 
week; as of August 9, 2009, we 
have received $137,177.23. 

Our estimated budget giving 
should be $153,856.00. We have a 
short fall of $16,678.77. Please 
give prayerful consideration when 
giving and help us make up this 
short fall. 

ANSWER PAGE 7 
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Sept 20 Betty Taylor 
 B16 Mountain View 
 433 S. Kinzer Avenue 
 Garden Spot Village 
 New Holland, PA 17557 

Dear Friends, 

I wish to express my deep apprecia-
tion for all the kindnesses shown to 
me during my recent recovery from 
surgery.  A special thank you to Bob 
and Emily for putting up with me be-
fore surgery (just ask them how that 
went!!).  Even though I may have 
been a little "out of it," I still did ap-
preciate the prayer they offered. 

Also a big thank you from both Dar-
win and me to Mary Lou Rubincam, 
Jeanne Menges, Pat (Hicks) Donnelly, 
and Sue Esch for the wonderful meals 
they provided.  They were such a nice 
variety and so delicious.  Sue and Ron 
Esch also delivered the church flow-
ers from the deacons which helped to 
cheer me up, and Betty and Gene 
Sowers visited and brought me a 
beautiful BLUE (my favorite color) 
prayer shawl which meant a lot to me. 

Thank you to everyone for all their 
prayers and concerns.  It's so wonder-
ful to belong to a truly caring commu-
nity of believers. 

 Christ's Peace, 
 Lois Eshleman  

Dear Friends, 

Just a note to say “thank you” to eve-
ryone for the love and support you are 
giving Roy and me during his illness. 

The caring phone calls and cards with 
special thoughts, the visits, the beauti-
ful prayer shawl, flowers, the car-
toons, the Berean Class. 

You are a wonderful church family. 

 Love, 
 Roy and Jane Witmer 

 
 
Dear Friends, 

Words are not enough to express my 
thanks for all of the prayers, warm 
thoughts, cards, and flowers, also the 
prayer shawl that you have given me. 
Not to forget your visits, and phone 
calls Reverend Birch! 

My recovery is going well, and there 
are things I must have fixed yet, and 
hopefully after that, there will not be 
anymore chances of having another 
stroke. 

I’ve been very lucky compared to oth-
ers that I have been with at the hospi-
tal’s stroke and rehabilitation unit. I 
believe that God, with your prayers, 
and love has helped me through this 
troubled time to be strong both men-
tally and physically. I really do appre-
ciate everything you all have done for 
me! 

 Thank You Again, 
 God Bless You All, 
 Harold Stauffer 

Dear Friends of the Special Leacock 
Congregation, 

I want to thank Betty Denlinger for 
her family bouquet which was on the 
church altar, and then given to me 
after Carolyn Keneagy’s death. 

Secondly, Carolyn’s funeral service 
by Rev. Birch and her family was spe-
cial. 

Plus the funeral luncheon by the Dea-
cons of our great church was great 
and everyone was so thoughtful. 

Carolyn loved her church with almost 
perfect attendance. Carolyn was home 
at Brethren Village for 25 years. Yes, 
we miss her. 

 Miriam M. Keneagy 
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RESPONSIBILITES  AT  LEACOCK CHURCH 
 
 

USHERS 
 

 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 
 
PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to trade 
with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Ellen Barnes George Shue 
 Karen Boyer Craig Keenan 
 Sharon Williams Chip Wilson 
  Shirley Smith 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP TIME HOSTS  

 September Oxford Class 
 
 

PRIMARY CHURCH  
No Primary Church in July, August and September 6 

 
 Sept 13 Michael and Alba Ruhl, Harrison, Valerie 
 Sept 20 John and Kristine Shirk, Katelyn, Allison 
 Sept 27 Steve and Charlene Boas, Katherine, Forrest 

 
 

DEACON  RESPONSIBILITIES  
(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 

 
 September Betty Denlinger 
 

NURSERY 
If you are unable to serve as a volunteer  

PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER SUNDAY. 
Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin change. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Sept 6 10:00 Wesley and Laura Lowery, Elizabeth 

Sept 13 8:00 Tom and Vicki Burkins 
 10:30 Robert and Marcia Brackbill, Ethan 

Sept 20 8:00 Lisa Herr, Mary Beckett 
 10:30 Johanna Gingher, Melissa Mabry 

Sept 27 8:00 Loretta McClarigan, Nancy Bare 
 10:30 Linda Erikson, Harrison Ruhl 
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Calendar 
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