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Notes from the Manse 
 

 As this is year two of the Lectionary, we are journeying through the Gospel of Mark. And in many 
ways, if we allow it to, it can be a richly provocative book. At times, it can lack the narrative depth of Mat-
thew, the passion for a new kind of justice as in Luke, the soaring poetry and theological reach of John. Yet, if 
one pays close attention, there are details in Mark that can startle one into entirely new ways of thinking and 
seeing. For example, there is the account of Jesus’ comparison of the Kingdom of God to a mustard seed. In 
Luke’s telling, this ever so small seed becomes a tree, perhaps a mighty cedar like those Ezekiel used to de-
scribe the greatest of human kingdoms. In Matthew, the seed grows into so great a shrub it too becomes a tree. 
Yet, in Mark, the Gospel most scholars believe was written first, for Jesus it is enough that that tiny seed be-
comes the greatest of all shrubs—not a tree, just a wonderful shrub. 
 
 It is a very human tendency to wish that success will announce itself with a bang, that our efforts will 
lead to results that are so impressive that nobody will fail to be impressed. Surely, then, the Kingdom of God, 
that even now is breaking forth into the world, will appear as something grand, something like a towering, 
multi-limbed tree. But for our Lord in Mark, it is enough that a seed grow into what its nature intends it to be, 
even if it is not what a cedar or oak seed might become; it’s OK to be a shrub. As the Kingdom comes, it will 
be what it should be, what it needs to be, according to the will of God and not humans. It is for us to look for 
it, to recognize it, even in things that may appear not as dramatic as we might like, even in the simple and the 
humble. 
 
 There are great things happening at Leacock these days; this fall promises to be a fertile season indeed. 
We are beginning our second lecture series through which our fellowship reaches out to the community in 
which we live. It is a wonderful series, with talks ranging from the literature and poetry of the Bible to a look 
at Calvin on his 500th anniversary. We will have musical offerings, such as the Spare Parts quartet. And we 
continue our mission to our local neighbors in need through the Community Meal, a gift each month to others, 
to ourselves. There are new curricula for Sunday School classes, a new program taking shape for our youth. 
There will be our usual array of celebrations, such as that for 50 year and new members. Deacons continue to 
love and serve and care, and the Trustees work quietly with their hands and hearts to ensure the health of our 
buildings and grounds. And we are entering a season of special, spirit-filled worship. 
 
 Now, to some at times these may seem like small achievements; they may seem to be only shrubs, not 
the mighty trees they think we need. Ah, but they are the mark of the Kingdom growing in our midst, and if 
we but trust in God, they will continue to grow and bear fruit that will lead our church into the future. Never 
hesitate to become involved in the work of your church; volunteer to teach a class or cover Primary Church or 
serve on a board or committee. Don’t worry that what you have to offer doesn’t amount to much. It is OK to 
be a shrub. You, all of us, are after all the mustard seeds God has planted to bring the Kingdom in ways both 
great and small. 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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Oct 4 Bill and Jeanne Menges 

Oct 11 Earl and Jacqueline 
Miller 

Oct 18 Richard Miller 

Oct 25 Mary Jane Mowrer 
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The Session and Deacons met 
together to share the work of each 
board and discuss items of mutual 
concern.  

Session actions included: 

�� Reinstating the Peace Offering 
for World Communion Sunday 
2010 

�� Scheduling the November 
Community Meal for 
November 12 

�� Approving the following 
church positions: 

Bell Choir Director - Karen 
Homsher 
Decorating Committee Co-
Chairs - Karen Shue and Lois 
Snader 
Head Usher 8:00am - Don 
Andrews 
Co-Head Ushers 10:30am - Ed 
Margerum and Ralph Homsher 

�� Authorizing the organ tuner to 
complete work to keep the 
organ at its functioning level 
for the next several years at a 
cost of $1,085.00 

�� Reserving the Paradise 
sanctuary for a December 20 
3:00pm piano recital for Sue 
Esch’s students 

�� Purchasing new pew Bibles 
(NSRV) for the Paradise 
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It’s that time again - 
please start thinking of 
ideas to fill baskets to sell. 

You can fill a basket with 
goodies with a theme of 
your own or donate items 
for us to create a filled 
basket for you! Watch for 
more details - any ques-
tions and ideas please 
contact Karen Shue (687-
7240) or Lois Snader 
(687-5698). 

sanctuary at a cost of $7.99 per 
Bible with the congregation 
given the opportunity of 
purchasing one or more in 
memory or honor of someone 

�� Approving a six week Tuesday 
morning study on Joyce 
Rupp’s book The Cup of Our 
Life led by Marie Brackbill 

�� Fully supporting the Presby-
tery’s newly adopted Gracious 
Endings Policy, reading in 
part: 
“A retiring Pastor, once retired, or 
the leaving Pastor, once left, is not to 
be involved in any further ministry 
with church members, e.g. services 
such as baptism, weddings, funerals 
and also other functions including but 
not limited to pastoral care. On the 
rare occasion when such participa-
tion is desirable, the invitation, with 
Session approval, must come 
through the current Pastor.” 
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SSG Ankney, Charles 
1st Platoon 
515th CSSB 
733rd Transportation Co. 
APO AE  09334  
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Is your cup too full or is it empty, 
chipped or perfect?  Joyce Rupp, 
author of The Cup Of Our Life 
turns an ordinary cup into a sym-
bol of our inner journey and in the 
process offers us transformation in 
the common crevices of each day. 

A study and discussion of her book 
is being offered on Tuesday morn-
ings, 9:30 am, beginning October 
13 for six consecutive weeks.  An 
evening time will be offered in the 
winter, dates to be decided. 

The book is divided into six 
weekly topics and short daily read-
ings, you being the decision maker 
on how much time you spend pon-
dering, praying and/or journaling 
your thoughts. Weekly topics:  The 
Cup of Life; The Open Cup; The 
Chipped Cup, The Broken Cup; 
The Cup of Compassion; The 
Blessing Cup. 

If interested in participating please 
contact Marie Brackbill (768-
8470) so that enough books can be 
ordered. 
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The bushes and trees were 
trimmed in preparation for lining 
the parking lot. The parking lot 
was relined with wider handi-
capped parking spaces. We are in 
the process of fixing some plaster 
around the church and filling in 
cracks to keep debris out of the 
sanctuary. 

Shutters were ordered and will be 
installed soon on the manse. Be-
fore winter arrives, painting will 
be done and walks will be cleaned. 

As always, the Trustees welcome 
all your comments. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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This is the time to get the church 
ready for the winter months. Storm 
windows need to be installed, and 
painting done so, hopefully, the 
weather cooperates. 

The flower garden could use some 
weeding, too, so bring a hoe and 
rake. 

There will be a continental break-
fast, pastries, coffee, tea, and juice, 
for all who come - what more 
could you ask for? 

Let’s have a good turn out for your 
church. 
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Mark your calendars. We 

will be hosting the 
Marini Harps on  

Sunday November 29 at 
7:00pm. 

“If you have not the experi-
ence, ask. There is no shame 
in asking, but do not pretend 
when you don’t know.” 

- Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
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All lectures will be held at Lea-
cock Presbyterian Church be-
ginning with light refreshments 
from 6:30 to 7:00pm. The lecture 
will follow from 7:00 to 8:00pm. 

 
Monday October 5 

Carol Emerson, M.S.S., 
L.C.S.W., Bryn Mawr  Graduate 
School of Social Work and Social 
Research, is a therapist at The Sa-
maritan Center in Lancaster.  
Carol’s training in Dialectical Be-
havior Therapy works well with 
complex personality issues, eating 
disorders, and addictive behaviors. 

Topic:  “Eating Disorders 101”  

What is an eating disorder, and 
what different types of disorders 
are diagnosed today?  What kind 
of help is there for those who suf-
fer from eating disorders? 

Monday, October 12 

Theodore P. Williams CFP®, 
MBA, Bloomsburg University of 
PA is a Senior Financial Advisor 
with Ameriprise Financial Ser-
vices, Inc., Lancaster, PA. He 
serves on the Board of Directors 
for Tabor Community Services, 

Inc. and has a daily radio show  on  
financial planning. 

Topic:  “Financial Planning 
From a Christian Perspective”   

Williams will  discuss the influ-
ence of our faith on our invest-
ments and spending strategies. 

Monday, October 19 

Rev. Katherine Epperly,  

D. Min., Claremont  School of 
Theology, is co-pastor with her 
husband, Bruce Epperly, at Disci-
ples United Community Church 
(DUCC) in Lancaster. She is a 
certified pastoral counselor, spiri-
tual director, massage therapist, 
and Reiki practitioner and teacher.  

Topic:  “Healing Touch, Holy 
Listening: Reiki and Spiritual 
Direction” 

Epperly’s presentation will involve 
both discussion and demonstration. 

Monday, October 26 

Lee Barrett, Ph.D., Yale Univer-
sity, is the Mary B. and Henry P. 
Stager Professor of Theology at 
Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
His interests include the relation-
ship between doctrinal traditions 
of the Christian church and con-
temporary culture. 

Topic:  “Celebrating 500 Years 
of John Calvin”  Calvin, a French 
theologian and pastor during the 
Protestant reformation, has often 
been misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. Come learn about a fasci-
nating and often controversially 
interpreted theologian. 
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In February 2010, Boy Scouts of 
America will be celebrating 100 
years of scouting. You are invited 
to thank and recognize an extraor-
dinary leader. Has a scout, leader, 
or other scouting volunteer made a 
significant difference at some time 
in your life, or the lives of others, 
by the extraordinary service they 
have given and the scouting vir-
tues they have modeled? You can 
thank and recognize them with a 
nomination to the BSA 100th An-
niversary National Hall of Leader-
ship! 

Share your story in a national ar-
chive of scouting leaders! This is a 
one time opportunity as we cele-
brate 100 years of scouting. To be 
nominated for the National Hall of 
Leadership, the nominee must be a 
living scout, leader, or volunteer 
who may or may not be officially 
registered with the BSA. They also 
must have served as an active 
scout, leader or volunteer with 
scouting for at least one year. A 
nominee may be young or old - 
there is no age limit for nominees! 

Submit your entry online within 
the Hall of Leadership section of 
www.scouting.org/100years. En-
tries are due February 8, 2010. 
Twelve outstanding individuals 
will be inducted into the Pennsyl-
vania Dutch Council Hall of Lead-
ership. 
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Oct 4  (27th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 Psalm 26 
 Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
 Mark 10:2-16 

 

Oct 11 (28th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
 Psalm 22:1-15 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
 Mark 10:17-31 

 

Oct 18 (29th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 
 Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 
 Hebrews 5:1-10 
 Mark 10:35-45 

 

Oct 25 (30th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 Psalm 146 
 Hebrews 9:11-14 

Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives throughout the 
year at the following locations. Won’t you consider giving blood - every pint is 
very important! 
�
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Date Place Time 
 

 
October 
Thursday, Oct 1 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pm to 8:00pm 
Monday, Oct 5 Bareville Fire Company  2:00am to 7:00pm 
Tuesday, Oct 13 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Thursday, Oct 22 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
 
November 
Tuesday, Nov 10 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Monday, Nov 23 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Monday, Nov 30 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
 
December 
Thursday, Dec 3 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pm to 8:00pm 
Tuesday, Dec 8 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 
Thursday, Dec 24 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am to 7:30pm 

 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
DUE OCTOBER 15  

Mail to -  Drop off at -  
Vicki Burkins, Editor  the church office. 
 557 Gralan Drive  
 Lancaster, PA 17601  Next newsletter 
   November 2009 
Email to - 
 vicki.burkins@gmail.com 
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tivity under heaven.” 
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If the following topics interest you, 
come join the Berean Class as they 
study and discuss Seeing Gray in a 
World of Black and White by 
Adam Hamilton. 

· Where Faith and Politics Meet 
· Christ, Christians, and the 

Culture Wars 
· How Should We Live? The 

Ethics of Jesus 
· Spiritual Maturity and Seeing 

Gray 
· What Would Jesus Say to 

America? 

The class meets during the Sunday  
School hour in the classroom next 
to the senior high lounge.  The 
class alternates between Bible 
study and an occasional 
contemporary concern.  Everyone 
is welcome. 
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Wondering who can help with a 
church concern? Any of our elders 
will be glad to chat with you about 
the work and worship of Leacock. 

Specific committee areas include: 

Mission - Mary Kay Mowrer and 
Lois Eshleman 

Christian Education - Marie Glass 
and Linda Erikson 

Community Outreach - Marie 
Brackbill and Emily Birch 

Congregational Life - Janet Huff-
man and Ron Esch 

Stewardship - Karen Shue and Jan 
Huffman 

Worship - Dianne Yuninger and 
Skip Brackbill 
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As I write this, we are all set to 
begin the fall lecture series with 
our first lecture on the Bible as 
Literature. By the time you are 
reading this, those of us who have 
attended the lecture will be a little 
wiser as to the literary value of our 
Scriptures, and we hope to see you 
at the next lecture, where we will 
be learning about math as it ap-
plies to our faith.  

The series runs Monday evenings 
through October 26th. 

The Outreach Committee is also 
busy working on our welcome 
center, and we hope you have no-
ticed the spiffy new pens that will 
replace the old pens in the friend-
ship books. These pens have our 
name, phone number, and web site 
address printed on them. 

We will soon be gearing up for 
Christmas and the caring tree. If 
you would like to volunteer to help 
us with that project, please contact 
Marie Brackbill (768-8470), Karen 
Homsher (687-6469), or Emily 
Birch (687-7734). 

Volunteering to help serve the 
snack to the youth at the Factory is 
another wonderful opportunity to 
reach out to our community. 
Please contact Karen Homsher if 
you would like to help with that. 

 

Emily Birch 
Outreach Committee 
Liaison 

“A multitude of small delights 
constitute happiness.” 

- Charles Baudelaire 
 

“Few things are harder to put up 
with than the annoyance of a good 
example.” 

- Mark Twain 
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�� Cancellations 
�� Usher and Nursery Schedule 
�� The Church Calendar 

�� The Church Staff 
�� Directions 
�� Times of the Services 
�� Church Officers 

 

leacockpres.org 
Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 

You Can Find 

ANSWER PAGE 6 
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(If only “retreat” began with a 
“w,” we could have perfect allit-
eration there, as well as a new 
meaning for “WWW.”) Anyway, 
mark your calendars, all you 
women of Leacock who would 
like to have a weekend away. We 
are planning a weekend-long re-
treat the first weekend in May 
2010 (May 1 – May 3). 

The place is yet-to-be-determined, 
but the hope is to find a spot where 
the truly adventuresome might get 
in a little white-water rafting and 
where a little hiking and walking 
can be done, and of course, spiri-
tual exploration for all. 

All women (ages 18 and over) are 
welcome, but we need to start get-
ting a head count soon. Please sign 
up in the narthex, if you are inter-
ested in attending. Better yet, if 
you’d like to be involved in orga-
nizing and planning, you can note 
that on the sign-up sheet, or you 
can contact Emily Birch (687-
7734) emilymb95@gmail.com. 
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If you are not 
attending the 
Leacock book 

discussion group, you are really 
missing out on some fun and on 
some good debates. 

Luckily, there is no one in the 
group who is shy when it comes to 
stating our opinions, which leads 
to very interesting discussions. We 
just finished discussing Thomas 
Hardy’s Jude the Obscure, a book 
that was chock full of issues to dis-
cuss. 

Our next book will be Into the 
Wild by Jon Krakauer, and we will 
meet to discuss it on Sunday, No-
vember 1 at 7:00pm. 

 Emily Birch 
 Book Discussion 
 Moderator 

 

Dear Friends, 
My heart is full of gratitude 

and love to those who have sent 
cards and flowers during Willis’ 
hospital and healthcare stay. 

Also, I appreciate the prayer 
shawls for both Willis and me. 

Thank you for your support 
through phone calls and visits. 

 God Bless, 
 Shirley Harsh 

  
 
Dear Family of Leacock, 

I wanted to thank you all for 
many prayers you have said for 
me. The Lord has blessed me with 
a lot of love. I moved down to 
Florida to start a new chapter of 
my life. I began the process of 
starting and moving into a new 
home and going to a new college. 

I began taking classes for my 
degree in Physical Therapy Assis-
tant. God has blessed me in many 
ways. As I learned from this 
church, God has a plan for each 
and every one of us. 

I went through many health 
problems. I had a cyst on my back 
and many can say this was painful. 
I went through some time not be-
ing able to walk. I decided it was 
time to go to the ER. I spent many 
times in the ER. I had to get the 

cyst drained three times. 
 After the third time, we 

decided to get surgery. I got the 
surgery on September 14. I am 
now healing the best I can. I thank 
God each day for making me a 
stronger person. I know if I didn’t 
have the love, kindness and 
prayers I would have never made it 
through any of this. 

Thank you all for the prayers. 
 God Bless, 
 Lauren McClarigan 
 
 

Dear Leacock Family, 
Thank you so very much for the 

opportunity to lead you in worship 
last Sunday (August 30). It was 
powerfully moving, both in that 
Spirit-filled morning, and in this 
memory of how much your church 
has meant to my family through 
the years. May God continue to 
bless you in your ministry! 

 Love, 
 Esta Jarrett 

 
 
Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone 
for their prayers and concern for 
Ralph as he continues to recover 
from his recent fall and operation. 
It certainly is a blessing to know 
that all of you are keeping us in 
your prayers and showering us 
with cards, flowers and offers to 
help. 

Visits would also be appreciated, 
but it would be best to phone be-
fore you come. 

 With sincere appreciation, 
 Ralph & Janice Homsher 
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Oct 8 Thursa Brackbill 
 103D Laurel View 
 433 S. Kinzer Avenue 
 Garden Spot Village 
 New Holland, PA 17557 
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer  

PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER SUNDAY. 
Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin change. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Oct 4 8:00 Sue Funk 
 10:30 Charles and Kathy Ankney 

Oct 11 8:00 Deb Beane 
 10:30 Robert and Margy Hershey 

Oct 18 8:00 Glenn Herr 
 10:30 Mike and Michelle McLaughlin 

Oct 25 8:00 Marie Brackbill 
 10:30 Kristine Shirk and Katelyn 

Nov 1 8:00 Jan and Janet Hoffman 
 10:30 Earl and Jacqueline Miller  

Nov 8 8:00 One Service - Congregational Meeting 
 10:30 Shelly Summers and Stephanie Sweigart 

Nov 15 8:00 Emily Birch, Sarah Hovis 
 10:30 Craig Keenan, Darwin Eshleman 

Nov 22 8:00 Rich and Marie Glass 
 10:30 Lauren Appel, Sharon Williams 

Nov 29 8:00 Deb Burkholder 
 10:30 Ruth Anne Appel, Janice Homsher 

 

PRIMARY CHURCH  
Primary Church needs volunteers!!! Lessons are planned with a simple craft included! Please pick a date (two people 

are required each Sunday).  
Contact - Sue Esch (355-2327 or Lois Snader (687-5698) 

 
 Oct 4     

 Oct 11     

 Oct 18     

 Oct 25     

 Nov 1     

 Nov 8     

 Nov 15     

 Nov 22     

 Nov 29 Sue Esch    

  
A signup calendar will be in the Narthex - think about it - pray about it - then do it! For our kids!! ! Thank you 
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USHERS 
�

 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 
 
PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to trade 
with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 
 

OCTOBER 
 Peter Conway Barry Martin 
 David Homsher Robert Brackbill 
 Arthur Myers Earl Miller 
 Stephanie Lason Robert Clark 

 
NOVEMBER  

 Thomas Burkins Steve Boas 
 Vicki Burkins Charlene Boas 
  Michael McLaughlin 
  Dean Englehart 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME HOSTS  
 October Berean Sunday School Class 
 November Oxford Sunday School Class 

 
 
 
 

DEACON  RESPONSIBILITIES  
(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 

 
 October Michele McLaughlin 
 November To Be Announced in Bulletin 
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LEACOCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3181 LINCOLN HIGHWAY EAST 
PARADISE,  PA  17562 
 Address Service Required 
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