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REFLECTIONS FROM A 
NEW PASTOR 

It will be a month this weekend 
since Emily and I finally finished 
our move to Paradise. And though 
we still have many boxes to un-
pack, furniture to shift around, and 
closets to organize (I am not sure 
this process ever really ends!), we 
already feel like we are home. I 
don’t know if we will ever be able 
to thank enough all those who 
contributed so much to the renova-
tion of the manse. It’s not just that 
the house now has a striking 
beauty and character; more impor-
tant are the traces of dedication 
and generosity that can be found 
in walls patiently painted, panes of 
glass replaced, floors whose grains 
were wonderfully brought back to 
life. 
 
But it has been the church itself 
that has made us feel most at 
home. And what a special church 
it is! I am sure for many of you 
who have long been a part of Lea-
cock  there are elements of your 
church that you no longer notice, 

the small things that together give 
a church its life. But for two peo-
ple just down from Connecticut, it 
all means a lot. It seems there are 
always at least a few cars in the 
parking lot as people come to at-
tend to the details of ministry, 
from gathering food for shut-ins to 
printing newsletters to changing 
batteries for chirping smoke detec-
tors.  
 
But in the end what really sets 
Leacock apart is the kindness and 
commitment of its people. And it 
is noticed. Just yesterday at the 
Crop Walk a stranger to the 
church pulled me aside to say how 
impressed she was by the friendli-
ness of all whom she had met, by 
how warm the church seemed. 
(She also liked our sign! She said 
other churches had such small 
signs you’d drive right by without 
seeing it.) So, at times you may 
not realize it, but all that you are 
doing is appreciated, often in quiet 
ways, but ways still that will help 
build our church. 
 
Finally, Emily and I have both 
been touched by the care you have 
shown us in a period that in its 
blur of events could at times be a 
bit disorienting. Your cards and 
gentle words have helped us as we 

anxiously follow the healing of our 
two nieces. You have also taken 
the time to nourish us with food 
and laughter, sharing with us sto-
ries and yes, even Francis the kit-
ten. There is much we will share in 
the months ahead, times that will 
be fun and exciting, times when 
we will have to share strength in 
quiet. But for now, I just wanted to 
say thank you. 
 
I hope to meet with all of you indi-
vidually in the weeks ahead. But 
for now, I wanted to let you know 
how best to reach me. I have come 
up with a three-stage approach as 
follows: 
 
�� If you want to speak with me, 

but it is not urgent, call the 
church at 687-6619. If I am not 
there, you can either leave a 
message with Marilyn or on 
the machine. I check for mes-
sages regularly. 

 
�� If you need to speak with me 

pretty quickly, then call me on 
my cell phone at 725-2724. 

 
�� If it is a pastoral emergency, 

and you could not reach me at 
either of the two numbers 
above, then call me at home at 

(Continued on page 2) 
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CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

A Congregational Meeting has 
been called for November 11. On 
that Sunday, there will be one ser-
vice at 9:30am followed by a Con-
gregational Meeting with the pur-
pose of voting on the proposed 
budget for 2008 and for election of 
officers for the Boards of Elders, 
Deacons, and Trustees. There will 
be no Sunday School on that Sun-
day. 
 
The Nominating Committee has 
completed the work of selecting 
candidates as nominees to the fol-
lowing Boards: 
 

 
Elders - Class of 2009 

Marie Brackbill, wife of Skip 
Brackbill, is currently a member 
of the Session. She has received a 
Bachelors Degree from Hood Col-
lege, has attended San Francisco 
Seminary and received a Masters 
Degree in Christian education 
from the Lancaster Seminary. The 
instruction curriculum for the con-
firmation class of this church is 
being revised by Marie and Linda 
Erickson. In addition, Marie has 
been a Deacon and member of the 
Trustees. She and Skip are in-
volved in many of the church pro-
grams. Marie is a library assistant 
at the Pequea Valley Library lo-
cated in Intercourse. 
 
Marie Glass is a life-long member 
of Leacock Presbyterian Church. 
She attended Pequea Valley High 
School and received her teaching 
of art degree from Kutztown Uni-
versity. She taught art in the Pe-
quea Valley School District until 
her retirement in 2005. Marie is 
active in the church, and she and 
her husband, Richard, are mem-
bers of the church choir. Marie is 
currently conducting art work-
shops at her home for the purpose 
of making items for the Christmas 
Bazaar. Richard and Marie are 
members of the Paradise Lions 
Club, and they are both officers in 
that organization. 

Janet Huffman has been a member 
of Leacock since moving to the 
area in 1989. A native of West 
Virginia, she and her husband, Jan, 
have lived in South Carolina, New 
York, Ohio, and Virginia. She has 
been an Elder and Deacon as well 
as serving on the PNC. Janet is one 
of the managers of the SquireSide 
Cafe in New Holland. The Huff-
man clan consists of five children 
and five grandchildren - with the 
fifth expected in January. She also 
has a soft spot for Great Danes! 
 
Mary Kay Mowrer has served sev-
eral terms as a Deacon. She gradu-
ated from high school in Wheel-
ing, WV and attended West Vir-
ginia University where she re-
ceived a degree for the teaching of 
secondary education. She has re-
ceived a Masters Degree at Mil-
lersville University for school 
counseling. She taught English at 
Pequea Valley High School and is 
presently a counselor at the Lan-
caster branch of Harrisburg Area 
Community College. Mary Kay is 
active in the church’s many pro-
grams. Her husband is Steve 
Mowrer. 
 
Karen Shue was born and raised in 
Hanover where she graduated from 
Southwest High School of Hano-
ver. She moved to Paradise with 
her husband, George in 1986 and 

(Continued on page 3) 

687-7734. If I am not there, 
Emily should know where to 
find me. 

 
It is an exciting time for all of us. 
As we go into the future together, 
may we ever be strengthened and 
guided by the love and peace of 
Christ. 

 
Rev. Robert W. Birch 

(Continued from page 1) 
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HARVEST HOME GIFTS 
On Sundays November 4 and 11, 
gifts will be collected for the Ware 
Presbyterian Village. Baskets will 
be in the church windows for your 
donations of any of the following: 
 
�� Cupcake liners 

to her present home in 1988. 
Karen and George have three 
grown children. She and George 
have been on the Board of Dea-
cons. Karen is a member of the 
Presbyterian Women’s Association 
where she is serving as secretary. 
She also is a member of the Wor-
ship Committee and has been a 
busy member of the Church Deco-
rating Task Force and is now 
chairperson of that group. She is 
an employee of the Fulton Bank in 
Gap serving there as head teller. 

Dianne Yuninger is a long time 
member of this church. She is a 
graduate of Millersville University 
with a degree in the teaching of 
English and has also completed 
work on a Masters Degree in 
teaching of gifted children and has 
received an educational supervi-
sors certificate. She was a teacher 
of English at Pequea Valley High 
School until her retirement last 
year. Dianne is the church choir 
director and organist. She served 
on the PNC for the new pastor. 
She has been an Elder for many 
years and has served as Clerk of 
Session. Dianne and her husband, 
Harold, are both active in many 
facets of church life. 

The nominees for the Board of 
Deacons, Class of 2010 are: 
Wesley Lowery, Ed Margerum, 

(Continued from page 2) Jeanne Menges, and Kristine 
Shirk. 

The nominees for the Board of 
Trustees, Class of 2010 are: Dave 
Berkhimer, Richard Glass, and 
George Shue. 

Following the meeting, a luncheon 
will be held in Smith Fellowship 
Hall. The luncheon will be a feast 
of baked potatoes and salad bar 
with a great variety of desserts - 
listen and watch for announce-
ments on what you can contribute 
to make this a festive occasion. 

There will also be a time to honor 
and recognize new members join-
ing our congregation. Take time to 
meet these newest members and 
make them feel welcome. 

�� Saran Wrap 

�� Foil 

�� Ziploc bags 

�� Bread and muffin mixes 

�� Snack food (individual bags or 
packages) 

�� Small chocolate bars (no nuts) 

�� Small bingo prizes (such as 
knee high stockings, small cal-
endars, chap stick, socks for 
men, figurines, crossword puz-
zles) 

�� Music CDs 

�� Puzzles (500 pieces or less) 

�� Large print reading material 

�� Postage stamps 

�� All occasion cards (no used 
cards) 

�� Cards for men 

�� 35mm film 

�� Tissues 

�� Costume jewelry 

�� Books on tape 

�� Holiday paper goods (plates, 
cups, napkins) 

PLEASE, NO PAPER TOWELS 
OR TOILET PAPER. 
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Nov 4 Karen Boyer 
 
Nov 11 Arlene Brackbill 
 
Nov 18 Benjamin and Aimee 

Brackbill 
 Helena Elyse 
 
Nov 25 Christian H., Jr. and 

Marie O. Brackbill 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 
You may purchase a Christmas Poinsettia for $6 to be placed in the sanctuary in memory/honor of some-

one. Please complete and return this form and money to the church office by Sunday, December 2. 

The ones remembered and by whom will appear in the bulletin on Sunday, December 23. Remember to ad-

vise the church if you plan to leave your poinsettia to be taken to an at-home member. 

 

I/We  wish to order Christmas Poinsettia(s) 

in memory of   

or in honor of   

Please place a  � �if your plant(s) is to be taken to an at-home member by our deacons.�  

THE CARING TREE 
The Caring Tree will be in the 
Narthex on Sunday, November 25. 
It provides a chance for you to 
share your blessings this Advent 
Season. Please chose a name - or 
several names and follow the in-
structions on each tag. 
 
Put your name on the tag that 
says taken by and place it in the 
basket provided. Please return 
the wrapped gift with the original 
tag securely attached and place the 

gift under the Caring Tree no later 
than December 16. 
 
If your tag is a monetary gift, 
make checks payable to Leacock 
Presbyterian Church. Gift cards, 
checks or certificates should be 
given to Tom Burkins or Fran Sat-
tazahn. 
 
If you are unable to purchase a 
gift, but wish to donate money for 
a gift, please contact  Tom Burkins 
(392-7253) or Fran Sattazahn 
(687-0542).  
 

Tag Colors 
Yellow Factory Ministries 
Pink Local School Children 
Blue LaPark Living Center 
Red Paradise Living 
 (School House) 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
DUE NOVEMBER 15 

Mail to -  
 Vicki Burkins, Editor 
 557 Gralan Drive 
 Lancaster, PA 17601 
Email to - 
 vicki.burkins@gmail.com 
Drop off at -  
 the church office. 

Next newsletter 
December 2007/January 2008 

 

�
�
���������������
You may purchase the flowers for 
the sanctuary on Sundays, Novem-
ber 11 and November 18 in honor 
or memory of someone or a special 
occasion. Call the church office 
(687-6619). 
 

SET THIS DATE ASIDE 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Friday, December 14, 2007 

6:30 - ? in Fellowship Hall 

We will gather to watch the movie 
Ratatouille (G) 

Feel free to bring something if you 
would like to lounge on the floor 

(sleeping bag, beanbag chair). 

This activity is open to everyone. 
Please come and help make this 

night a wonderful event. 

Snacks and drinks will be 
provided. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
The annual Holiday Bazaar, 
sponsored by the Women’s Asso-
ciation of the Leacock 
Presbyterian Church, will be held 
Saturday, December 2, from 
8:00am until 2:00pm. 
 
The Bazaar features the sale of 
handcrafted items, homemade 
canned and baked goods, and holi-
day décor. It is the main fund-
raiser for the association’s mission 
projects. 
 

There are several ways you can 
help. 
 
1. Donate - The success of the 

Bazaar depends upon the dona-
tions received. You can craft, 
paint, stitch, bake, etc. You can 
buy items elsewhere and 
donate them to be sold at the 
Bazaar. 

 
2. Work - Help is needed to set 

up on Friday (December 1). 
This includes setting up tables, 
pricing items, and displaying 
them. Help is needed Saturday 
during the Bazaar. Help is 
needed after the Bazaar for 
cleaning up, boxing leftovers, 
etc. Sign up sheets will be in 
the Narthex. 

 
3. Buy - Plan to attend the Bazaar 

to purchase Christmas gifts, 
decorations, and good food. 

 
Marie Glass (687-7200) and Karen 
Homsher (687-6469) are co-
chairing the event. Please let them 
know what you are donating and 
when you can help. 
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leacockpres.org 
Our web address is 

www.leacockpres.org 

You can find 
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in Color  

�� Cancellations 
�� Church Calendar 
�� Directions 
�� Youth Activities 
�� Women’s Activities 
�� Information on Old Leacock 
 

Tom Burkins is the webmaster 
and can be contacted at 

tburkins@leacockpres.org 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
WORLD COMMUNITY DAY 

Theme: Embracing Justice 
Under God’s Tent 

Date: Friday, November 2 

Time: 1:00 to 3:00pm 

Place: Christ United 
Methodist 

 935 East Walnut Street 
 Lancaster 

There will be a Celebration 
Service and a Fellowship Tea 

CELEBRATE FALL 

Everyone Welcome 

Saturday, November 3 

Location: Skip and Marie 
Brackbill Farm 

315 Hershey Church Road 

Kinzer, PA 

Time 4:30 - 7:30pm 

Hayride, Bonfire 

Hot dogs and drinks provided 

Please bring a bag of snack food 
and chairs 

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 
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GOD HAS A SENSE OF 
HUMOR 

What do they name German 
ministers? 
 German Shepherds 
 
The richest person in the Bible 
 Pharaohs daughter went to the 

bank of the Nile and drew out a 
prophet 

 
Did you know there is a car listed 
in the Bible? 

Jehovah drove Adam and Eve 
out of the Garden of Eden in a 
Fury 

THE CROSSROADS CLASS 
The Crossroads Class will 
celebrate their Christmas dinner at 
the Bird-in-Hand Family 
Restaurant this year on December 
8 from noon to 4pm. 
 
The cost of the family style dinner 
is $20/person.  
 
Any senior citizen of the church is 
invited. Please contact Doris 
Brown (687-7655) or Ginny 
Stauffer (768-7018) for reserva-
tions before December 5. 

Answers on page 8 

“Any activity becomes creative when the doer cares about doing 
it right, or better.” 

- John Updike 
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NEVER TOO EARLY 
Get those stocking stuffers NOW! 
Tickets for the Men and Boys 
(ALL YOU CAN EAT) Breakfast 
are available and may be purchased 
- at the low price of $5 for children 
and $6 for adults - from several of 
the men of our congregation - Rev. 
Birch, Don Andrews, Ralph Hom-
sher, Glenn Herr, and Bill Menges. 
 
This exciting event will take place 
on Saturday, January 19, at 9:00am 
in Smith Fellowship Hall. The fea-
tured speaker will be from the 
Barnstormers and Cylo will be 
along to add even more excite-
ment. Plan to be there for one of 
the first events on the 2008 calen-
dar. 

Praise God, from whom all bless-
ings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye 
heavenly hosts. Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Doxology 

THANK OFFERING 2007 
Since 1888, Presbyterian women 
have funded aid programs through 
the Thank Offering. that year, the 
women were challenged to give 
one dollar above their usual con-
tribution as a “thank offering to 
her Lord.” And so it continues. 

$983,194 was given last year. This 
will be used to fund the 49 pro-
jects chosen from the 77 requests 
received. Sixteen of these projects 
are in the United States, and 33 are 
international. 

Some of the grant recipients this 
year are: 

�� Family violence intervention 
leaders program in Tempe, 
Arizona - educating Native 
Americans to become inter-
vention leaders on the 
reservations 

�� Benton, Arkansas - expanding 
a domestic violence center 

�� St. Louis, Missouri - 
mentoring children of parents 

who are imprisoned 

�� Cloquet, Minnesota - 
supplying meals and social 
interaction to senior citizens 

�� Mengo, Uganda - purchasing 
water installation equipment 
to provide clean water 

�� Quezon City, Philippines - 
providing consultation and 
treatment for street girls and 
sexually exploited girls 

�� Lima, Peru - providing voca-
tional education for orphaned 
children 

�� Beirut, Lebanon - providing 
training, equipment and raw 
materials for women with 
disabilities 

These are just a few of the 
projects this year, but it represents 
the good that all our gifts together 
can do. The Thank Offering will 
be received in November. 

We give as we are blessed, 
offering mercy to others as God is 
merciful to us. 
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