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Notes from the Manse 
 

 I remember when I was a kid somebody telling me that the Bible had all the answers to life’s 
questions, that whenever I was troubled or confused all I needed to do was look to Scripture and I would 
find the guidance I needed. Unfortunately, in my young mind, I thought all I had to do was randomly open 
the Bible, close my eyes, and put my finger on a verse and, wonder of wonders, there would be the solution 
to whatever grave problem that was troubling me. Well, this didn’t work too well. If I opened to the middle 
of the Bible, there I was in the Psalms, and passages hoping that my “sons in their youth would be like 
plants full grown” didn’t seem to help all that much. If I turned to earlier pages, I would invariably end up 
with a bunch of begats; later, I would be urged to love my wife—a wife! why I thought girls had cooties. 
 
 But, you know, those words of long ago are true. And it’s strange, sometimes, how a word of 
Scripture will come to us in a way we do not expect and speak to our hearts. Before I got the phone call 
that my brother, Peter, was in the Intensive Care Unit up in a Connecticut hospital, I was studying the 
lectionary texts for that week. There, in 1 Corinthians, were Paul’s words that we have been called into 
fellowship, the fellowship of Jesus Christ. And over the course of the long, often frightening, days that 
followed, those words came to have a very special meaning for Emily and me. 
 
 For three days that seemed to last forever, Emily and I went into the ICU to sit with Peter, though 
he was unconscious and wouldn’t have been able to speak in any event, given the tube that was assisting 
his breathing. As so many of you know, it just grinds you down, watching helplessly someone you love 
who is so sick. That Sunday, we were so weary, but we both felt the need to go to church. And so we went 
to Valley, our old church home, and what a gift that was. For we were warmed by the happiness they 
showed when they first saw us and, later, by their concern when they learned why we were in Connecticut. 
I tell you, just sitting there in worship, among old friends, lent Emily and me a quiet peace, a strengthening 
that carried us through the days that followed. And then there were so many of you here at Leacock, people 
who took the time to send e-mails, to call, to send a card. I just wish Emily could have been here with me 
when I returned and was lifted up by your kind words, your embraces, your caring. 
 
 I’m not telling you anything new—I am sure all of you at some time have found comfort from your 
sisters and brothers in Christ. Apart from all the mundane details of our lives together, this is what we 
should be about, for we are called to be in fellowship. Remember the words of our Lord—“For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” We are not meant to be alone, to fight solitary 
battles. No, we are to be together, in Christ, the body of Christ. The season of Advent reminds us that there 
is still darkness in the world. But darkness need not have the final say. In John, Jesus said he was the light 
of the world; in Matthew, he says we are. We are indeed the light of the world when we love each other as 
our Lord has loved us. I know, for in a dark, cold time, Emily and I were warmed in the light of good 
people.  
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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Dec 4 Michael & Brenda 

Cosby 

Dec 11 Joseph, Jr. & Karen 
Cummings 

Dec 18 Charles & Ethel Danner 

Dec 25 Tina Davidson, Kayla 
Nash & William 
Anthony 

Jan 1 Betty Denlinger 

Jan 8 Michael & Rebekah 
Diem 

 Noah Michael 

Jan 15 Darell & Tracy Dippner 
 Robert, Jason, Mary, 

Katelyn & Ronnie 

Jan 22 Robert, Jr. & Elaine 
Dyer 

Jan 29 Dana & Amy Futer 
Edwards 

 Ian, Braden Ross, 
Quinn Michael 
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Jan 9 Bill Berkhimer 
 1614 Bentley Ridge Blvd 
 Lancaster, PA 17602 
 

�
������
������
������
������ �� �
You may purchase flowers for the 
sanctuary on Sundays December 
11, December 25, January 1, 
January 8, or January 22 in honor 
of or in memory of someone or a 
special occasion. Call the church 
office at 687-6619. 
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Please come and sing to the at-
home-members of our congrega-
tion! People who cannot be at our 
services should not feel forgotten 
at this time of year. On December 
11, stay after church for a light 
luncheon and then we will drive 
out to visit, sing carols, and take 
cookies to as many of our at-
home-members as we can.  

The more the merrier! 

���5	�����5	�����5	�����5	��� �� �
After the Bazaar, we will still need 
cookie donations. Plates of cookies 
are taken to our at-home-members 
when we go Christmas caroling. 

Please leave your cookie donations 
in the kitchen on Saturday, De-
cember 10. 

Thank you. 
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�� Cancellations 
�� Usher and Nursery Schedule 
�� The Church Calendar 
�� The Weekly Bulletin 

�� The Church Staff 
�� Directions 
�� Times of the Services 
�� Church Officers 
�� Links to More Information 

 

leacockpres.org 
Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 
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On November 20th, the beautiful 

sanctuary flowers were placed 
anonymously there in my honor. 
What a pleasant surprise. It is a joy 
and pleasure to be a part of such a 
caring and loving Church Family. 

Thank you for your kindness. 
  
 Janet Huffman 
 
 
Dear Leacock Family 

Thank you for the flowers and 
bulletin from the week you ac-
knowledged the births of the twins. 
It was very nice of you to think of 
us. 

The kids have truly been bless-
ings in our lives, and we appreciate 
you celebrating their births also! 
  
 Mike, Melissa, Mason and 

Maleah Mabry 
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Two exciting new Sunday School 
electives are planned for adults 
during the Sunday School hour. 

Tom Burkins will be leading a 
Bible study from The Present 
Word while Skip Brackbill will 
lead a contemporary issues class. 

Kickoff for these electives will 
occur January 8 in Fellowship Hall 
with a time of light refreshments 
and an introduction to the studies, 
allowing folks to preview each 
class. 

Classes will officially begin on 
January 15. 

COME SEE IF ONE OF 
THESE CLASSES IS RIGHT 

FOR YOU! 
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Open to all,  
Christian Education at Leacock 

Presbyterian Church 
is designed to help people of all 

ages grow in their faith:  
through study, 

seeking ever more to understand 
God’s word, as revealed in 
Scripture and the thought of 

ancient and contemporary writers, 
through listening, 

seeking to know God’s will for the 
people of God today, in work, in 

home, and in the world 
through fellowship, 

seeking to embody God’s good 
news, by loving and caring for our 

sisters and brothers. 

���*5��������������	*4���*5��������������	*4���*5��������������	*4���*5��������������	*4� �� �
A heartfelt thank you to Kelly 
Hartmann and Jody Bradley who 
are teaching the pre-school Sunday 
School class. 

We still could use some substitute 
teachers. If you feel the nudge of 
the Spirit in this direction, please 
contact Dianne Yuninger (442-
8379). 
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Tuesday January 31 

6:30pm Board Game Night 
 

Every Monday and Wednesday 
(unless noted in the bulletin) 
6:00pm Movers and Shakers 

(workout to fun exercise videos to 
keep us in shape) 
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The Session and Trustees held a combined meeting on December 1 to 
discuss the past work and future plans of each board. Session action 
included the following: 
 
�� Dates for the 2012 Community Meals were approved 

�� One service of worship was scheduled for Sunday December 18 at 
9:30am 

�� The offerings from the Summer Hymn Sings will be put in the 
Emergency Fund 

�� Christian Education Mission Statement was approved (see Christian 
Education news article) 

�� Congregational Life Committee dates for 2012 were approved 

�� Plans submitted by Loretta McClarigan for reorganizing the church 
kitchen were approved 
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Dec 4  (2nd Sunday of Advent) 
 Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 Mark 1:1-8 

Dec 11 (3rd Sunday of Advent) 
 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 Psalm 126:1-6 or Luke 

1:47-55 
 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Dec 18 (4th Sunday of Advent) 
 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 Luke 1:47-55 or Psalm 

89:1-4, 19-26 
 Romans 16:25-27 
 Luke 1:26-38 

Dec 24 (Christmas Eve) 
 Isaiah 9:2-7 
 Psalm 96:1-13 
 Titus 2:11-14 
 Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

.Dec 25  (Nativity of Jesus Christ/
Christmas Day) 

 At Dawn 
 Isaiah 62:6-12 
 Psalm 97:1-12 
 Titus 3:4-7 
 Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 

 Christmas Day 

 Isaiah 52:7-10 
 Psalm 98:1-9 
 Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
 John 1:1-14 

Jan 1 (1st Sunday After Christ-
mas) 

 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 Psalm 148 
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 Luke 2:22-40 

Jan 6 (Epiphany of the Lord) 
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan 8 (Baptism of the Lord) 
 Genesis 1:1-5 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 19:1-7 
 Mark 1:4-11 

Jan 15  (2nd Sunday after Epiph-
any - 2nd Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time) 

 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 John 1:43-51 

Jan 22 (3rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Times) 

 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 Psalm 62:5-12 
 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 Mark 1:14-20 

Jan 29 (4th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 Psalm 111 
 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 Mark 1:21-28 
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Committed to following Jesus Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church is a caring family of God welcoming 

all persons in their spiritual journey. 
 

 SESSION DEACONS 
Moderator: Rev. Robert W. Birch Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014 
Clerk: Dianne M. Yuninger Ellen Barnes Tracy Dippner Dorothy Buckwalter 
Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Johanna Gingher Lois Snader Sue Esch 
Emily Birch Janet Huffman Margy Hershey Shelly Summers Ralph Shank 
Steve Boas Nick Lopez Evie Lopez Jane Witmer Betty Sowers 
Skip Brackbill Matt McClarigan 
Darwin Eshleman Deb Sindall  TRUSTEES 
Esta Fisher Sharon Williams Class of 2012 Class of 2013 Class of 2014 
John Shirk Dianne Yuninger Chuck Ankney Dave Berkhimer Karen Boyer 
  Craig Keenan Bob Hershey Mike Hartmann 
  Scott Shenk Doug High Michael McLaughlin 
 

 
 

CLIP AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 
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Another year has gone by and it is 
time to say good bye to some 
Trustees and hello to some new 
ones. I say thank you to the ones 
leaving for all you contributed to the 
workings of the Trustees. 

The church is going to be busy with 
the holidays coming and all the 
things planned for the season. Please 
be aware of lights left on and heat 
turned up for these occasions. 
Always check before leaving to turn 
lights off and turn heat off or down. 

I want to wish everyone a Happy 
Holiday Season and, if you travel, 
be careful to go and come back safe. 
The Trustees thank you for all you 
do for our church. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 

�	�5����	���	�5����	���	�5����	���	�5����	��� �� �
As we enter the final month of 2011, 
the organ fund continues to build. 
To date, we have received 
$14,341.60. 

The yard sale was a huge success, 
and the Amish volleyball tourna-
ment, held on November 12, raised 
over $1,000! Many thanks to Ralph 
Shank for organizing that entire 
event. 

Now is the time to focus on the 
“Pick-a-Pipe” program. Pipes may 
be purchased for $1,000, $500, or 
$100. A wonderful way to honor or 
remember a loved one, or recognize 
a special event (birthdays, anniver-
saries, etc.) 

Forms are in the bulletins or at the 
back of the sanctuary. Your dona-
tion will be engraved on a plaque 
and installed in the area of the or-
gan. 

If you need a Christmas gift for 
someone who has everything, “Pick-
a-Pipe” would be just the thing!! 
The goal of $80,000 needs to be 
available when the installation is 
completed in February of 2012. 

�����*	����������������*	����������������*	����������������*	������������ �� �
On November 12, we welcomed 
professors Lindsay Michie and 
Eunice Rojas to speak on Using 
Music to Fight Oppression. The 
lecture focused on two regimes, 
Apartheid South Africa and 
Franco’s Spain and was a 
fascinating testament to the ways 
people can and do use music to 
bolster their spirits and to fight back 
against dictatorial regimes. We’re 
sorry you missed it, if you did, and 
hope you'll be able to join us for 
other lectures next year. 

The Caring Tree is up, and I would 
personally like to thank all those 
elves who helped get it up and get 
all the tags on the tree when I had to 
leave unexpectedly. I’d also like to 
thank all those of you who took tags 
and bought presents to help provide 
some Christmas cheer to those in 
our area who have very little. 

The Outreach Committee is looking 
forward to the new year and 
thinking about new ways we can 
serve our community by offering 
services and programs to enrich 
people’s lives. 

We would love to have some new 
members on our committee, so if 
you are thinking about volunteering 
for a new committee this year, 
please think of joining us. If you 
don’t think you can serve on the 
committee but would still like to 
volunteer some time, we can always 
use volunteers for the food we serve 
to The Factory once a month and 
help setting up for activities like 
lectures, board game night, concerts, 
etc., which happen less frequently 
than once a month. 

Finally, I’d like to take the 
opportunity to thank Karen Shue, 
who was our moderator this year 
and who is going off Session, and 
who brought great new ideas to the 
committee. 

 Emily Birch 
 Community Outreach 
 Committee Correspondent 
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 Weekly Offering, October  October Expenses 
 2011 2010 2011 2010 

October 2 $3,896  
October 9 $2,781  
October 16 $4,194  
October 23 $2,125 
October 30 $1,886  
 
Monthly Total $14,882 $18,557 $19,800 $19,331 
Year-to-Date $170,377 $178,494 $179,017 $177,322 
 

 Weekly Offering, November  November Expenses 
 2011 2010 2011 2010 

November 6 $4,650  
November 13 $3,433  
November 20 $3,330  
November 27 $3,896 
 
Monthly Total $15,309 $16,914 $14,215 $18,690 
Year-to-Date $185,686 $195,408 $193,269 $195,164 
 
Budget Tracking Through November  
 2011 2010 
Total Yearly Budget $250,269 $250,125 
YTD Expenses $193,269 $195,164 
% of Budget Spent 77.22% 78.03% 
 
 

 
Once again, Leacock’s financial picture is a bit mixed. The numbers 
above show that giving is down from last year to this, for October 
and November and overall. However, expenses are also down, year 
to year. And our congregation has been giving generously in other 
ways, such as the organ fund and the trustee special offerings. When 
you add those numbers, giving is actually up this year, by a good 
bit. Still, our overall expenses are exceeding our receipts. Times re-
main tough, but please do prayerfully consider helping to make up 
the difference so that our budget will be balanced. 
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ANSWER 
Have no other gods before me. Honor your father and  mother. Don’t misuse 
God’s name. Keep the Sabbath holy. Learn the Ten Co mmandments. 

�	��	�*�����	�����	��	�*�����	�����	��	�*�����	�����	��	�*�����	����� �� �
The end of the year is approaching 
very fast. In the coming months we 
will have the Christmas Joy offering 
and then the Blanket Offering the 
last two Sundays in January. Please 
check the pews for the specific 
offering envelopes. 

The Mission Committee will be 
serving a community meal once 
every month again in 2012. The 
dates are the last Thursday of every 
month. There will be sign up sheets 
in the Narthex on the Sundays two 
weeks before the meals. Please 
check the Sunday bulletin for sign 
up. Help is needed with cooking, 
setup, serving, and cleanup. With 
your help in the past, our meals have 
been a blessing to an average of 65 
people in need. 

The Mission Committee would like 
to express how much we appreciate 
those volunteers who have 
continued to help unselfishly 
making donations for the meal, 
preparing the meal, and serving the 
meal. You have reached out in 
God’s Mission to those in need. 
THANK YOU! 

 God Bless 
 Mission Committee 
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Jean Beane Charles and Ethel Danner Esther Schenke 
Apt. 310, Woodcrest Villa 433 S. Kinzer Avenue Room 114 Fairmount Home 
2001 Harrisburg Pike Apartment Suite 113 219 Cats Back Road 
Lancaster, PA 17601 Garden Spot Village Ephrata, PA 17522-8629 
 New Holland, PA 17557  
 
Bill E. Berkhimer Miriam Keneagy Malcolm and June Stannard 
1614 Bentley Ridge Blvd. Room 3 Village Manor 61 Slaymaker Hill Road 
Lancaster, PA 17602 Brethren Village Kinzers, PA 17535-9703 
 3001 Lititz Pike  
 Lancaster, PA 17606 
 
Doris Brown Miriam Latshaw Betty Taylor 
8 Bethany Avenue 421B Eshelman Run Fall Crest 117 
Paradise, PA 17562 1520 Harrisburg Pike 433 S. Kinzer Avenue 
 Lancaster, PA 17601 New Holland, PA 17557 
   
Mildred S. Carpenter Eunice V. Robinson  
104 Anderson Run 421 Trout Run  
1520 Harrisburg Pike 1520 Harrisburg Pike 
Lancaster, PA 17601 Lancaster, PA 17601  
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DEACON  RESPONSIBILITIES  

(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 
  
 December Jane Witmer 
 January Johanna Gingher 

 
WELCOME CENTER  

 December 8:00 Jean Mengees 
  10:30 Bob and Margie Hershey 
 
 January 8:00 Emily Birch 
  10:30 George and Karen Shue 

 
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANTS 

 December Matt McClarigan 
 January Linda Erikson 

 
USHERS 

 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 

PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, 
please try to trade with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. 
THANK YOU! 

 
DECEMBER 

 8:00 Paradise 10:30 Paradise 
 Deb Sindall Ethan Brackbill 
 Bob Sindall Forest Bpas 
 Karen Boyer Catherine Boas 
 Eugene Bare Harrison Ruhl 

JANUARY 
 8:00 Paradise 10:30 Paradise 
 Jan Huffman Shelly Summers 
 Janet Huffman David Berkhimer 
 Mac Daniel Watters Carol Berkhimer 
 Ralph Shenk Michael Ruhl 
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON AN-
OTHER SUNDAY. Call the office secretary, 687-6619, so she can make the bulletin change. THANK YOU! 

 

December 4 8:00 Ellen Barnes 
 10:30 Emily Birch and Michele McLaughlin 

December 11 8:00 Dick Miller 
 10:30 Lois Snader and Valarie Ruhl 

December 18 8:00 Loretta McClarigan  
 10:30 Darwin Eshleman and Stephanie Sweigart  

December 25 9:30 One Service 
 

January 1 9:30 Bob and Margy Hershey 

January 8 8:00 Cathy and Kelsi Shenk 
 10:30 Lauren and Ruth Anne Apple 

January 15 8:00 Nick and Evie Lopez 
 10:30 Chuck and Cathy Ankney 

January 22 8:00 Tom and Vicki Burkins 
 10:30 Deb Beane and Craig Keenan 

January 29 8:00 Sue Funk 
 10:30 Alba and Valerie Ruhl 



THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR Page 12 

Please see separate icon 
on the front page 

for the Church December and January 
Calendars 
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January Calendar 
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