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Notes from the Manse

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived
in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.

Outside right now, the wind is howling. It is madd but clouds are racing across the sky, and what

sunshine there is seems weak, watery at best.tAnd@ald, that bone-chilling cold that seems coliian
the reading on the thermometer. The days are gethiorter; we are nearing the end of another yeiar.
easy, at times such as these, to seek light, nooilmtamps and kindle fires. There are some whigsuf
from the malady given an apt acrony$AD, or Seasonal Affective Disorder, in which peopléfer
depression because they do not get enough sun3tieg need light; we all need light. And this makes
sense. After alll John tells us that God ikght; surely, then, it is fitting that the comiid light would be
the first act of creation.

The word, light, can suggest many things. Whergaia a measure of wisdom, when our ability t
pierce a little of the mystery of life increases are said to be enlightened. With our human reasen
can figure out a lot. But if that is all we relyarp we can miss the context, the essential meanfittgngs
that is found only in their relation to the whaie the purpose of the Creator for all of creatiSoch
understanding comes only from what the Gospdbbi calls the true light, the light that enlightens
everyone. It is Christ and Christ’'s way that reseabd’s will for love and life, for peace and hagliAnd
there are many at Leacock who are indeed enlightbpdnis light. They are those who in study of
Scripture with others or in hearing the words dfyann as if for the first time suddenly understartta
more of what God’s word is for us today. And theg those who come to the sanctuary during the wee
well before a service and sit in silence, waitingthat word.

Light can also speak to a matter of weight. Jesigs inMatthew 11:30, “My yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.” Life can seem so hard sometintes weight of worry, of responsibility, that we par
upon our shoulders can seem so great. But Jetherésto carry that burden with us. And if we buatlkv
his way with him, if we love and serve as he dignt we will discover that our burden has somehow
lightened. A burden is lightened for anxious, pparents when a present is placed beneath the Caring
Tree; another is lightened when we offer to helgedt, by driving them to church or joining the ¢haia
church committee. And such acts point to yet armatieaning of light, for deeds of serving love paside
the darkness and all that comes with it, fear ad and confusion. Again, consider the wordsasfn—
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkda&ssaot overcome it.” This is the great hope of
Christmas. With Christ has come a light that ndkdass can ever vanquish. And we spread that light
whenever we do even the smallest act of kindnelssnwe sing to shut-ins or sit by the bedside of
someone sick. Any light that lights up anothersefas the power wonderfully to multiply. So, evéren
days are short and nights long, when our heartbeaey, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Foe Wwave
seen a great light; on us a light has shined.

Rev. Robert W. Birch
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Dec 5 Florence Albright
Dec 12 Lucy Ames

It can be hard to feel very merry
when we are grieving, when we
are lonely, when illness or

Dec 19 Donald and Margaret financial struggles fill us with

Andrews .
Heather worry. The Lord knows this; the
: Lord wants to be with us in those
Dec 26  H. Donald and Beatrice hard times
Andrews '
Jan 2 Michael and Karen If you or someone you know is
Andrews

having a hard time finding joy this
Christmas season, come, join us in
the sanctuary on December 19 at

Michael and Crystal
Jan 9 Charles Il and Kathy

Ankney _ 4:00pm for a time of prayer and

Chad and Kristen reflection and the healing of
Jan 16 Dalin Appel fellowship, with each other, with
Jan 23 Edward and Ruth Anne our Lord.

Appel

Perhaps then we will find the
Jan30  Lauren Appel peace of Christ.

e

® ¢

The church pipe organ was placed
into service in 1958. It is in need

of a rebuild. The Worship
Committee has been studying this
situation for two years, and the

You may purchase flowers for the Session has also been investigating
sgnctuary (Ln S;gdays Decergber solutions for about six months. 3549  Bill Berkhimer

19, December 26, January 16, or :
January 23 in honor of or)i/n After more study, prayer and igiial?;te:rtliyARﬁgnglvd
memory of someone or a special congregational input, a decision ’
occasion. Call the church office at Will be made concerning the future
687-6619 of the pipe organ.
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Dec 5

Dec 12

Dec 19

Dec 24

Dec 26

(2nd Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 11:1-10

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

(3rd Sunday of Advent) Jan?2
Isaiah 35:1-10

Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke
1:47-55

James 5:7-10

Matthew 11:2-11

(4th Sunday of Advent) Jan®
Isaiah 7:10-16

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Romans 1:1-7

Matthew 1:18-25

(Christmas Eve)
Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

.Dec 25 (Nativity of Jesus Christ/

Christmas Day)
At Dawn

Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97

Titus 3:4-7
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Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 Jan 9

Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)

John 1:1-14 Jan 16

(1st Sunday After Christ-
mas)

Isaiah 63:7-9

Psalm 148

Hebrews 2:10-18

Matthew 2:13-23 Jan 23

(2nd Sunday After
Christmas Day)
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14

John 1: (1-9) 10-18 Jan 30

(Epiphany of the Lord)
Isaiah 60:1-6

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12

(Baptism of the Lord)
Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 29:1-11
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

(2nd Sunday in Ordinary
Times)
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

(3rd Sunday in Ordinary
Time)
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

(4th Sunday in Ordinary
Times)
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15:1-5
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

"Glad you could make it. This congregation
is very ecumenical.”
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needs replaced. If you see some-
The sidewalk from Route 30 to thething that needs the Trustees’

front of the church will be taken  attention, please tell one of us.
out and replaced with grass. Also, Thank you all. These are just a few

the sidewalk along Route 30 will  things your Trustees are working
be repaired. on.

!
Downspouts on the Sunday Schoof want to wish everyone Happy  The book discussion group will
wing will be heated this winter to - Holidays and A MERRY meet again after the holiday season
prevent ice blocks which could  CHRISTMAS, no | am not afraid on January 16 to discuke Book

cause roof leaks. to say it. Thief by Markus Zusak.
The Trustees are almost finished Dave Berkhimer

with inventorying the churches so Trustee President
there is a record in case anything

Emily Birch, Moderator
Book Discussion Group

Committed to following Jesus Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church is a caring family of God welcoming all
persons in their spiritual journey.

SESSION DEACONS

Moderator Rev. Robert W. Birch Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Class of 2013

Clerk Dianne M. Yuninger Dorothy Buckwalter Ellen Basne Tracy Dippner

Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Sue Esch Johanna Gingher Lois Snader

Lauren Appel Emily Birch Margie Hershey Evie Lopez Shelly Summers

Marie Glass Steve Boas Mary Lou Rubincam Dorothgéni Jane Witmer

Nick Lopez Skip Brackabill

Matt McClarigan Darwin Eshleman TRUSTEES

Karen Shue Esta Fisher Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Class of 2013

Dianne Yuninger John Shirk Tom Burkins Chuck Ankney  Dave Berkhimer
Richard Miller Craig Keenan Bob Hershey
Mike Ruhl Scott Shenk Doug High

The new church officers (Class of 2012) were ettetethe Congregational Meeting on November 14,
2010. The full slate obtained by the Nominating @uttee was approved. All the officers will needphei
moving our fellowship forward. Please be receptivepportunities to serve in any way you can.

CLIP AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE
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humbling and rewarding
\* X experience. Please see Karen
Homsher (687-6469).

There will be no board game night
in December with all the busyness
of the holidays, but please join us
the last Tuesday in January for fun |

We ended our very successful fall @nd (of course!) games. Can you imagine what it must be

lecture series with a taII.< by Kim & \we move into the new year, welike to be cold and wet and have
Rosenberg that was quite hope those of you who are lookinghoWwhere to go? Most of us cannot
enlightening in terms of for new ways to serve Leacock andfuly know how horrible and
relationships, the reasons people | community will consider frightening that would be. But
choose the partners they do, and joining Community Outreach. We there is something we can do to
hQW to effectively communicate | o\ 100 0 have some new help. For a donation of just $5.00
with each other. We work towards faces at our meetings, as well as We can provide a warm wool

having more Iectpres in 2011. If new ideas. blanket for these people.
anyone has any ideas of people to

invite, please let Emily Birch (687- Meanwhile, | would like to thank  This blanket can help to protect

7734) know. both Karen Homsher and Karen theém by providing shelter and
L . Shue, without whom Community Warmth. The last two Sundays in
As | write this, the Caring Tree oo 1 never would have January, January 23 and 30, are
stands beautifully in the Narthex, succeeded this year. Blanket Sundays.
and we have already begun to see a
few packages under it. Thank you Emily Birch, Moderator There will be special envelopes in
to all those of you who have taken Community Outreach the pews for your donations.
tags this year and help in the Remember that by giving money
efforts to make Christmas a little for a blanket, you are not only
better for those who otherwise providing help for someone who
might have nothing. desperately needs it, but you are

also helping to show Christ’s love.

youth at The Factory their last |

snack from Leacock in 2010. If !

you missed out on the chance to 1

help The Factory in this way this :

year, we will have plenty of |

opportunities in 2011 for you to dd Bring a Game
:
1

Tuesday January 25, 2011
6:30pm
Board Game Night
All are Welcome

The past is written! Close the book
On pages sad and gay;
Within the future do not look,
But live today today.
- Lydia Avery Coonley Ward

|

so. | can attest that it is a very You Love to Play
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September Weekly Offering September Expenses

2010 2009 2010 2009
November 7 $5,398
November 14 $2,841
November 21 $4,965
November 28 $3,710
Monthly Total $16,914 $19,783 $18,691 $20,870
Year-to-Date $195,409 $197,167 $195,164 $211,690

Budget Tracking Through November

2010 2009
Total Yearly Budget  $250,125 $250,022
YTD Expenses $195,164 $211,690
% of Budget Spent 78.03% 84.67%

Through November, Leacock’s finances remained sododiever, there are a few areas of concern. The
month’s expenses exceeded the offering receiveRlLi#76. Overall, we still have taken in $245 mdrwntwe
have spent this year, thanks to consistent givirtgedforts to keep expenses down. Nonetheless,hisze
expenses tend to be high, as heating costs riseamd large mission payments are made. Our budgleit¢
is better balanced than last year. Still, we ask pleople prayerfully consider increasing theiirggmf they
can this month to ensure that we make our yeabaddet.

New pew Bibles are being : Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled commblhitd drives
purchased for the Old Leacock :throughout the year at the following locations. Wgou consider :

sanctuary; therefore, we have more: 9iving blood - every pint is very important!

Bibles available for dedication to

loved ones. :
: Date Place Time
For $10 per Bible, a placard will = guly

be placed in each Bible noting this Thursday, Jan 6 Intercourse Fire Company  1:30pmQ0pm

dedication. : Tuesday, Jan 18 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm@O :

) ) : Tuesday, Nov 23 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm @OPpm :
Also, if anyone would like to : Tuesday, Dec 21  Yoder's Market 1:00pm to 7:008m
purchase a pew Bible for home use! \yednesday, Dec 29 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm topho0 :
they can be included in this bulk : .
order. The Lancaster General Suburban Outpatient Pav(tiealth Cam-

: pus) Blood Drive is located in Building 2104, Su2@2. The hours

Contact the church office (687- : :
: are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:00am to 7:3@Gj@mmore
6619), Rev. Birch, or a member of : y y aay

) i : information call 544-0170.
the Worship Committee for more .
information.

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR Page 6



The Shepherds and the Angel

What did the angel of the Lord say to the shepherds?
(Luke 2:11) |

Write the first letter of each picture on the lines. #5%&'(& &)*&+ ,-&.,

({4 -- GOD’S PLACE --
= " (sample of activities) "
NGHR BB § S ASI | :
« Call to Worship (3 minutes)
" Beatitudes "
«  Matthew Chapter 5 L

£ £ o «  Blessed are the poor in spiriti
@@@ / @U@ % @ % % @ for theirs is the kingdom of n
«  heaven. (verse 3) it

' XL " Bible Story (5 minutes)
% O % @((;@ O S & ~ n  Lectionary n
»  John Says, “Get Ready” i
Based on Matthew 3:1-12 =«

7 N A <4 " Songs (10 minutes)
Qe QZD QZ / Qe @“@ @ / w51 Must Have Kids Worship
wSongs "

” n Blessed Be the Rock h
R ¢ n J-e-s-u-s n

DGy B G K ii es

» Closing Prayer n

Crafts (12 minutes)

For more information contact Sue
‘nodiog Usaq sey JoIAeS e piAeq JO umo) ay) ul Aepol Esch or Lois Eshleman.
HIAMSNY
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REMEMBER THE AT-HOME MEMBERS

Jean Beane

Apt. 310, Woodcrest Villa
2001 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601

Bill E. Berkhimer
1614 Bentley Ridge Blvd.
Lancaster, PA 17602

Thursa M. Brackbill

433 South Kinzer Avenue
Fall Crest 114, Skilled Care
New Holland, PA 17557

Mildred S. Carpenter
1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601

AT CHRISTMAS

Charles and Ethel Danner

433 S. Kinzer Avenue

Apartment Suite 113

Garden Spot Village
New Holland, PA 17557

Miriam Keneagy
Room 3 Village Manor
Brethren Village
3001 Lititz Pike
Lancaster, PA 17606

Miriam Latshaw

1520 Harrisburg Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601

Esther Schenke

Room 114 Fairmount Home

219 Cats Back Road
Ephrata, PA 17522

N
AN
(X
> &
A, 2

Eunice V. Rabin
1528rrisburg Pike
Lancaftarl17601

Malcolm and Juneashard
6ayhaker Hill Road
Kinzers, PA3Y

Betty Taylor

Spwhopd 103
3 43Kinzer Avenue

Garden Spot Village

New Holland, PA 17557

Christmas CWJ

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR
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offering was first taken in 1960.
Called the White Gift, its funds
were used for general mission an
world relief. In 1964, the name
was changed to the Christmas
Offering, and receipts provided
support for health and welfare
concerns related to children. The
emphasis on global work with
children continued until 1973,
when the offering was used to
assist former servants of the
church who were living on
inadequate pensions. In 1974,

d

For over 70 years, Presbyterians
have given generously at
Christmas to support the unmet
needs of families who have
devoted their lives to the mission

need.

Our Christmas Joy Offering will
be taken the entire month of
December. Please look for the
special Christmas Joy Offering
envelopes in the pews. Please
include thisgift in your must do
Christmas list.

of the PC(USA). Today this
offering is shared equally by the
Assistance Program of the Board

racial ethnic education was added,
and in 1979, nursing home care

of Pensions, which provides
critical assistance to Presbyterian petween the Board of Pensions
church workers and their families, and racial ethnic education.

and Presbyterian affiliated racial

ethnic schools and colleges, whichin 1989, the offering was renamed

enables students to develop their the Christmas Joy Offering and in

changed the distribution of funds |
The offering dates back to the  tg 509 to the Board of Pensions |
1930s when the former and 50% to the Presbyterian racieh'l
Presbyterian Church in the United ethnic schools and C0||egesl
States began an offering to Although its roots trace back |
supplement inadequate retirementmany years, this special offering )
income and provide supplemental remains just as essential today.
medical insurance for former Equally important to the financial |,
ministers, missionaries, church  help provided is the spiritual ”
Workers, and their families. It was benefit received. Again and againnl
first officially called the Joy Gift  the individuals and families helpeg
in 1949. by the offering say that as crucial .
as the financial assistance is, what
really sustains them is the "

knowledge that the church is I
standing with them in their time of:

In the former United Presbyterian
Church in the United States of
America (UPCUSA), a Christmas

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR

assistance was also included. o
Funds were distributed evenly ’2
= \ DEADLINE:
Newsletter Articles

FEBRUARY
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Malil to -

Vicki Burkins, Editor
557 Gralan Drive
Lancaster, PA 17601

Email to - ”
vicki.burkins@gmail.com"

Drop off at -
The church office

The deadline for articles
is January 21, 2011




The Session gathered at the Revere

Tavern for their final stated meet-
ing of 2010. Rev. Birch opened by
reading from Colossians 3:12,
challenging elders to put Paul's
admonitions talothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness,

humility, gentleness and patience
into practice as we work together
and for this beloved congregation.

Session retreat was tentatively
scheduled for January 8 at
Camp Donegal.

Ordination and installation of
new officers was scheduled
Sunday January 9.

Fellowship Hall will be used
the afternoon of January 9 for
the Young Family Christmas

party.

Tom Burkins is purchasing a
new sound system for
Fellowship Hall, using funds
from the Technology
Education portion of the
budget.

Scheduling a Communicant’s

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR

Class will be the first priority
for the new Christian
Education Committee in 2011.

Christmas Eve offering has
been designated for the
General Fund.

The Summer Hymn Sing
offerings, totaling

help support the racial ethnic
schools and colleges. Please make
this part of your Christmas giving
(see separate article on this
offering). Also keep in mind that
the last two Sundays in January
will be Blanket Sundays (also see
the article on this offering).

The free community meals will

approximately $600, have beel'}esume in January, with the first

designated for the Mission
Committee to use for aiding a
local family recently evicted
from a condemned house in
Paradise Township.

Skip Brackbill was appointed
delegate to the January
meeting of Presbytery.

Rev. Birch will take study
leave December 27 - January
3.

Ralph Homsher, church
historian, was granted
permission to have Phillip and
Lindy Malin copy and restore
the old photographs of former
pastors hanging in the Old
Leacock sanctuary.

December is the month for the
Christmas Joy Offering. The

envelopes will be in the pews until

the end of the month. This is our
chance to help our mission co-
workers who are retired and also

one being Thursday, January 27.
This year, the meals will be held
on the last Thursday of every
month with the exception of
November and December 2011.
Those two dates will be announced
later.

As chairperson of this committee, |
would like to take this opportunity
to express my deep appreciation to
all the members of the Mission
Committee for all their hard work
over the past two years. You all
have made this committee easy to
chair. So thank you to Nick Lopez,
Alba Ruhl, Betty Sowers, Esta
Fisher, and Charlene Boas. And
also a GIGANTIC THANK YOU

to everyone who helped to make
all of our community meals run so
smoothly. You all deserve a star in
your crown!!

Lois Eshleman
Mission Chairperson
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Dear Leacock Family,
| wanted to say thank you all for
what you have done for my

grandma and I. The service for myters, knitters, card designers,

mother was beautiful.
Also to the ladies who made my
prayer shawl. It has brought me

To all of you that helped with the
Christmas Bazaarr,

Thank you from the bottom of
my heart. It takes all kinds efves W/’
to make things run smoothly and
Leacock had many who helped in pear Leacock Family,
so many different ways.

From advertising, bakers, craf-

Wishing everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

TR : Thank you all for being such a
cookie tin fillers, cashiers and bag+erific and active congregation

gers, candy makers, live greenery anq for sharing Christ’s love in
experts, kitchen helpers, soup andgpndance.

comfort. It was very thoughtful.

Thank you all for the prayers andOIOWn crews, everyone that do-

support. We need them all. nated items and especially the
God Bless,

Jessie Ide Bazaar a success!

A special thanks also to Marie
Glass and Jennifer McElhany for

Leacock Church, their tireless hours of endless be-
| want to thank the church mem- hind the scenes work.

bers for remembering me with
cards and calls during my recent
threetimes in the hospital experi-
ence.
It is comforting to have a church

that cares.

Sincerely,

Ruth Doutrich

Loretta McClarigan

sandwich makers, set-up and tear-

shoppers...you made our Leacock

Christ’s peace,
Bob and Emily

Who made the peanut butter fudge
for the bazaar?

This was the first year | managed
to get some, and it's the best pea-
nut butter fudge I've ever had (and
| have to admit I'm a bit of an
aficionado when it comes to
sampling peanut butter fudge).
Any time you'd like to make some
more...

Emily Birch

Dear Friends,

leacockpres.org
Our web address is www.leacockpres.org

Thank you for the lovely birth-

You Can Find

day cards | received for my past
birthday.
| enjoyed hearing from so many
of our good members.
Miriam Keneagy

Cancellations

Usher and Nursery Schedule
The Church Calendar
Pictures

The Church Staff
Directions

Times of the Services
Church Officers

Links to More Information
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEARRDE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON AN-
OTHER SUNDAY. Call the office secretary, Marilyndikbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin
change. THANK YOQU!

Dec 5 8:00 David Homsher

10:30 Mary Lou Rubincam
Dec 12 8:00 Scott and Kathy Shenk

Lois and Doug Snader

Dec 19 9:30 Wesley and Laura Lowrey
Dec 26 9:30 Family Christmas Gathering - No Nursery
Jan 2 8:00 Karen Boyer

10:30 Mike and Kelly Hartman
Jan 9 9:30 Shirley and Lori Smith
Jan 16 8:00 Deb Sindall

10:30 Steve and Kathryn Boas
Jan 23 8:00 Ellen Barnes

10:30 Charlene and Forest Boas
Jan 30 8:00 Sue Funk

10:30 Ruth Anne Appel and Janice Homsher
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(Transportation for School House Friends & Flowetiieries)

December Glenn Herr
January Johanna Gingher
Donald Andrews, Head Usher Ralph Homsher, Head Usher
8:00 Service, (687-7878) 10:30 Service, (442-4443)

PLEASE NOTE -- If you are unable to serve the rhamtpart of the month you are scheduled for, @ens
to trade with someone else then contact the hdaer.ug hey will contact the church office. THANK Y.D

DECEMBER
Glenn Herr Michael Ruhl
Deborah Sindall Robert Gingher
Robert Sindall Wesley Lowery
Harrison Ruhl
JANUARY
Jan Huffman David Berkhimer
Janet Huffman Shelly Moore
Richard Miller Chip Wilson
Ellen Barnes Lois Snader
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Please see separate icon
on the front page
for the Church December and January
Calendars
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January Calendar
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