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Notes from the Manse 
 

 Tomorrow is Earth Day. And as most of you know by now, the care of God’s creation is 
something that is very important to me. Currently, I am serving as the Chair of the Peace, Justice, and Care 
of Creation Department of the Donegal Presbytery. And I hope in the months and years ahead to explore 
with Leacock various ways we can together honor the Lord by being good stewards of God’s world. So, 
please indulge me if on the eve of Earth’s day I offer a few reflections on why we are called to care for 
creation by our faith. 
 
 We have been given great gifts by our Creator, and through them we have discovered the 
mighty powers available to us. However, this can lead some to a sad and problematic idea, one that in its 
essence is false—that somehow the world and all that is in it is ours to use for our benefit alone. The very 
essence of Scripture over and over conveys a very different message. Psalm 89 says, “O Lord God of hosts, 
who is as mighty as you….The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours.” Humans have been given a 
unique place in the world, but it is one of stewardship: God has entrusted us with the care of all God had 
created. And if we, in any way, are to be lords of the earth, it is to be in the image of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who came to serve, and not to be served. This is brought home in Genesis 2, for when Adam is put in Eden, 
the Lord tells him, literally in the Hebrew, to serve and guard the garden. 
 
 Ah, but it was not to be. The ancient Hebrews understood that something horribly went wrong. 
In Genesis 3, after the disobedience of the first man and woman, the Lord says that the ground is cursed 
because of them. Now, the brokenness of the world has begun, things are no longer as they were intended 
in their creation. Later, Isaiah, in chapter 24, writes, “The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes 
and withers….the earth lies polluted under its inhabitants, for they have transgressed laws, violated the 
statutes, broken the everlasting covenant.”  And so it is, as Paul wrote still later in Romans, that “(T)he 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now.” 
 
 But in that passage is our hope, and I would argue, our charge. For something is being born, 
something new is coming to be, now. Paul wrote in the light of Easter, and in the resurrection, Christ 
conquered death in all its many forms, death that touches all of creation. The redemption, the renewal of 
the world has begun—as Paul puts it, “(T)he creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” We are those children of God, but as Francis 
of Assisi understood long ago, we have many sisters and brothers, like Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother 
Wind. And we are to care for the whole family of God, all our brothers and sisters, all our neighbors in 
God’s creation. On that Easter dawn so long ago, the healing of the world began, the restoration of creation 
so that it will be again all the Creator created it to be. Let us be part of that work; let us find our way back 
to the garden. 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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May 2 George & Karen Shue 

May 9 Kitty Shumate 

May 16 Robert & Deborah 
Sindall 

 Melissa, Jennifer 

May 23 Lori Smith 

May 30 Richard Smith 
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May 2  (5th Sunday of Easter) 

Acts 11:1-18 
 Psalm 148 
 Revelation 21:1-6 
 John 13:31-35 

May 9 (6th Sunday of Easter) 
 Acts 16:9-15 
 Psalm 67 
 Revelation 21:10, 21:22-

22:5 
 John 14:23-29 or 
 John 5:1-9 

May 13 (Ascension of the Lord) 
 Acts:1:1-11 
 Psalm 47 or 93 
 Ephesians 1:15-23 
 Luke 24:44-53 

May 16 (7th Sunday of Easter) 
 Acts 16:16-34 
 Psalm 97 
 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-

17, 20-21 
 John 17:20-26 

May 23 (Pentecost) 
 Acts 2:1-21 or 
 Genesis 11:1-9 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 Romans 8:14-17 or 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

May 30 (Trinity Sunday) 
 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 Psalm 8 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15  
 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

May 23 

One Service of Worship 

9:30am 

Reception of New Members 

Holy Communion 
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Sunday May 2, 7:00pm will be the 
first hymn sing for this year at Old 
Leacock church. 

The gatherings will continue on the 
first Sunday evenings of each month 
through October. 

Favorite hymns (new and old), 
fellowship, history and meditation 
are all parts of these enjoyable 
evenings with a far-flung 
community lifting their spirits in 
song. 
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What a precious gift young people 
are. Yet, in today’s world, many live 
without hope for the future or 
support to meet daily needs. What 
better place could there be to make 
spiritual and financial investments 
than in our children and youth. 
Thus stated Joan Gray, the 
Moderator of the 217th General 
Assembly. 

One of the ways to help children 
and youth-at-risk is by giving 
generously to the Pentecost 
Offering. While this is one of the 
newest of the PC(USA) special 
offerings, it is also one of the most 
important. 

60% of this offering goes to the 
General Assembly to help provide 
leadership development 
opportunities for Presbyterian youth 
and young adults and supports 
children-at-risk programs at the 
national level. 

40% remains here at our church for 
our mission work with at-risk 
children. 

Please give generously - the more 

you give, the more we can do. Our 
children are our future. May 23 is 
Pentecost Sunday. We will collect 
this offering for two Sundays. The 
special envelopes will be in the 
pews on Sundays May 16 and May 
23. 
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We will be packing Stress Relief 
Boxes for five of our youth on 
Sunday, April 18. Thank you to all 
those who contributed the goodies - 
much of them have come in 
anonymously. 

 Congregational Life Committee  
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We will be celebrating the women 
of our church at both services on 
Sunday May 16. We would like to 
have as many women involved in 
this service as possible, and we hope 
all the women of the church (and the 
men who support them) will make a 
special effort to be in attendance on 
that day so that we can celebrate 
you and the gifts God has given 
women. 

If you have a special Bible verse 
that has meaning to you, or anything 
else you might like to add to this 
service, please contact  Marie 
Brackbill (768-8470), Linda Erikson 
(768-7551), or Emily Birch (687-
7734). 
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When: Sunday, June 20 

registration and dinner 
(for the children) begins 
at 5:30pm 

Where: At Leacock Presbyterian 
Church 

Who: Children ages 3 - 10 
years old (be sure to 
invite your friends too!) 

What: Cool crafts, great games, 
songs, yummy snacks, 
and stories about 
HEROES, HEROES, 
HEROES, and more 
HEROES 

Watch: The next newsletter for 
some clues about VBS 
week 
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Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives 
throughout the year at the following locations. Won’t you consider 
giving blood - every pint is very important! 
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Date Place Time 
May 
Tuesday, May 11 Yoder’s Market 1:00pm to 7:00pm 
Wednesday, May 12 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Tuesday, May 25 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Thursday, May 27 Intercourse Fire Company 1:30pm to 7:00pm 

 
The Lancaster General Suburban Outpatient Pavilion (Health Cam-
pus) Blood Drive is located in Building 2104, Suite 202. The hours 
are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:00am to 7:30pm. 
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Forest Hills Mennonite Church will host a free 
concert featuring accomplished pianist George 
Bixler on Saturday, May 8, 7:00pm to benefit 
Bridge of Hope Lancaster & Chester Counties. 

 The concert will include an assortment of 
Bixler’s own sacred hymn arrangements, classical pieces, jazz numbers, and 
popular songs.  

Refreshments will follow the concert.  

A freewill offering for Bridge of Hope will be received. The church is 
located at 100 Quarry Road, Leola. For more information call 656-6227 or 
email fhmc@foresthillschurch.org 

ANSWER:  warm; over; in; small; loud; hard; young; before; true; “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your  soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind;” and, “love your n eighbor as yourself.” 
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Calling all willing VBS helpers! 

Leacock Presbyterian has invited St. 
John’s United Methodist to help us 
provide VBS to the children in our 
community. If you have a desire to 
help with Bible School this summer, 
June 20-24, please contact Loretta 
McClarigan (687-9010), Linda 
Erikson (768-7551) or Marie Glass 
(687-7200) or sign up on the 
clipboard in the Narthex.  

We have chosen 5 Heroes from the 
Bible to study and learn more about. 
Our Heroes are: David and Goliath, 
Esther, Daniel and the Lions Den, 
Noah’s Ark, and Joseph. We plan to 
provide dinner for the children 
before we break into groups each 
evening.  

If you are unable to help during that 
week, food and craft donations 
would be greatly appreciated, just 
give Loretta a call to see what is 
needed. 

Remember, Ordinary people can be 
heroes by simply doing things 
through Faith.  

Thanks to all our Heroes at 
Leacock! 
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The Trustees had a very well at-
tended workday, and a lot of pro-
jects were completed. I want to 
thank everyone who was in atten-
dance. 

Both the manse and the church roofs 
were checked and repaired from the 
winter storms. The first sign that 
repairs were needed was slate on the 
ground, a dead give away. 

Remember, the back door of the 
church will be kept locked on Sun-
days for security. Entry will be from 
the front doors only. 

As always, if you see something 
that needs the Trustees’ attention, 
please tell one of us. Thank you all. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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The Stewardship Committee thanks 
all church members for their efforts 
to conserve electricity and fuel 
during the past winter. Each winter 
month both electric and fuel bills 
were well below budget! 

 Stewardship Committee  
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The special offering in May will go 
towards the painting of the manse 
front porch, cleaning of the Narthex 
wall (black marks) and sealing the 
wall to prevent the marks from re-
turning. 

The trustees are always working to 
keep your churches and manse in 
the best shape they can be. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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Come out and listen to Forgiven, a 
Christian rock band, Sunday 

evening, May 23 at 7:00pm in the 
Leacock sanctuary. 

And bring a friend (or two)! 
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Our 2010 music series is coming 
together nicely, thanks to Karen 
Shue. We will kick off the series on 
May 23 with the Christian rock band 
Forgiven at 7:00pm. This band has 
lots of connections to members of 
our congregation, and we are 
looking forward to having them play 
for us.  The concert will be open to 
anyone in the community who 
wishes to come, and we will take a 
free will offering for the band. 

In June, we hope to begin our family 
board game night at Leacock. Are 
you a Scrabble fanatic? Never miss 
a question in Trivial Pursuit? A 
Monopoly real estate guru? This 
will be an opportunity to show off 
your skills (and maybe your 
competitive spirit?). We invite 
everyone to bring a favorite game 
and join us. Stay tuned for dates and 
times to be announced soon. 

We can always use volunteers to 
man both the welcome center and to 
help out at The Factory. Please 
contact Karen Shue ((687-7240), 
Karen Homsher (687-6469), or 
Emily Birch (687-7734) if you 
would like to volunteer. 

 Emily Birch 
 Moderator 
 Community Outreach 

“A mistake is simply another way of 
doing things.” 

Katharine Graham 
 

“With the new day comes new 
strength and new thoughts.” 

- Eleanor Roosevelt 
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At their April Session meeting the 
following actions were taken: 

�� Baptism of Ian Christopher 
Lang, infant son of Suzanne 
Eshleman Lang and Gregory Ian 
Lang, was approved for May 2. 

�� Baptism of Logan James 
Bradley, infant son of Jody 
Watters Bradley and James 
Bradley, was approved for May 
9. 

�� New members will be received 
Pentecost Sunday May 23 when 
we are scheduled to have one 
service of worship at 9:30am. 

�� Emily Birch attended the March 
meeting of Donegal Presbytery 
during which time our new 
Presbytery executive, Rev. Erin 
Cox-Holmes, was installed. 

�� One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering total was $2,960. 

�� A free will offering will be 
received at the summer 
community hymn sings and has 
been designated for local 
mission projects. 

�� Gifts of Women Sunday has 
been scheduled for May 16. 

�� Beginning in May for five to ten 
weeks the time for verbal 

announcements will be replaced 
by a moment for education with 
Rev. Birch explaining why and 
how the format for our worship 
has evolved. 

�� The Christian rock group 
Forgiven will perform Sunday 
evening May 23, and the 
Reunion Harmony Quartet will 
perform Sunday evening 
September 26. 

�� VBS director Loretta 
McClarigan is developing the 
curriculum for Bible School 
based around the theme of 
heroes of faith. A simple meal 
will be served to the children 
each evening prior to the start of 
VBS. 
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Don’t worry. The women’s weekend 
retreat has not been cancelled, 
merely postponed. 

Just to keep you updated; we are 
busy checking out spiritual centers 
and hope to get a group together 
soon to see what you would like this 
retreat to be. 

 Emily Birch 
 Retreat Organizer 
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At our last community meal we 
served 50 people, which is our 
highest number ever. Our next free 
community meal will be held on 
Thursday, May 27, serving from 
5:30 - 6:30pm. As usual the doors 
will open at 5:15pm. 

Our One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering netted $2,960 as of Easter 
weekend. Thank you to all who so 
generously participated.  

Our Pentecost offering will be taken 
for two Sundays this year - May 16 
and 23. The special envelopes will 
be in the pews both Sundays. 

The Mission Committee is in dire 
need of some volunteers to help 
serve on this committee. We meet 
on the first Thursday of the month 
and would love to have YOU as a 
member. Please call Lois Eshleman 
(394-4953) if you are interested. 

“Do your little bit of good where you 
are; it’s those little bits of good put 
together that overwhelm the world.” 

- Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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If you, or anyone you know, is in need of  

transportation to and from church, 

please contact any Deacon, or call the church office (687-6619). 
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Serving refreshments between 
services and after the second service 
has been well prepared and well 
received. 

However, we have four Sundays in 
May that are not covered as this is 
written. We will suspend this event 
during June, July and August and 
restart it in September. 

In the meantime, we need some 
happy volunteers to finish out the 
month of May. The sign up form is 
on the table in the Narthex as 
always. Thanks in advance for 
helping. 

 Congregational Life Committee 
  

�����
�
�����������
�
�����������
�
�����������
�
������� �� �

��	������	�
��������

��	������	�
��������

��	������	�
��������

��	������	�
��������
� �� �

Date: Wednesday, May 5 
 6:30pm 

Place: Kinzer Fire Hall 

Cost: Ladies (11 & older) $12.50 
 Girls (ages 4-10) $6.50 
 Girls (3 & under) Free 

Please plan to attend our Annual 
Ladies & Girls Banquet this year. 
After enjoying a delicious meal 
prepared by the Fire Hall, we will 
again be playing basket BINGO!  

If you need more information, 
contact Lisa Herr (431-8123) or 
Loretta McClarigan (687-9010). 
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�� Cancellations 
�� Usher and Nursery Schedule 
�� The Church Calendar 

�� The Church Staff 
�� Directions 
�� Times of the Services 
�� Church Officers 

 

leacockpres.org 
Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 

You Can Find 

�
������
������
������
������ �� �
You may purchase flowers for the 
sanctuary on Sunday May 30 in 
honor of or in memory of someone 
or a special occasion. Call the 
church office at 687-6619. 

To My Church Family, 
I would like to use this message 

to thank my church family for their 
prayers, cards and concern. I would 
like to add a belated thank you to 
the Christmas carolers for the carols 
and the cookies. On my birthday, a 
week ago, I got many birthday cards 
from church members which were 
greatly appreciated. Also appreci-
ated was Bob’s pastoral birthday 
visit and the votive candle he 
brought me. 

I am currently undergoing che-
motherapy where I go to Hershey 
Medical Center every third Wednes-
day and undergo a four hour intra-
venous chemo injection. Then when 
I come home, the visiting nurse 
comes and hooks me up to a com-
puter driven pump that I wear on 
my hip for 46 hours. 

I am feeling relatively fine and 
my appetite has returned. I am 
nearly back to my weight of the pre-
cancer days. I am sure that your 
prayers are responsible for my days 
of feeling well. 

Thank you again, 

   Lew Bryson 
  

Dear Church Members, 
I wish to thank everyone for the 

many cards I received through the 
year. Also for the flowers brought to 
me by Jeanne and Bill Menges. 

I enjoyed their visit.  

 Miriam M. Keneagy 
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER 
SUNDAY. Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin change. THANK 
YOU! 
 

May 2 8:00 Cathy and Kelsi Shenk 
 10:30 Charles Ankney, Jacqueline Miller  

May 9 8:00 David Homsher 
 10:30 Kathy Ankney, Earl Miller  

May 16 8:00 Brendon Shenk, Ellen Barnes 
 10:30 Wesley and Laura Lowery, Elizabeth 

May 23 9:30 Jennifer McElhany, Mary Lou Rubincam  

May 30 8:00 Nick and Evie Lopez 
 10:30 Shirley Bernard, Lois Snader 

June 6 10:30 Ruth Anne Appel, Janice Homsher 

June 13 10:30 Craig Keenan, Ehren Graybill 

June 20 10:30 Linda Erikson, Mary Lou Rubincam 

June 27 10:30 Steve and Kathryn Boas 
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Primary Church needs volunteers!!! Lessons are planned with a simple craft included! Please pick a date (two peo-
ple are required each Sunday). Contact - Sue Esch (355-2327 or Lois Snader (687-5698) 
 May 2 Mary Alice High    
 May 9     
 May 16 Johanna Gingher    
 May 23 One Service at 9:30am    
 May 30 Charles & Kathy Ankney    
 
 

 A signup calendar will be in the Narthex - think about it - pray about it - then do it! For our 
kids!!! Thank you 
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 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 
 
PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to 
trade with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 
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 Thomas Burkins Steve Boas 
 Vicki Burkins Charlene Boas 
 Mac Daniel Watters Keo Phongxaysanith 
  Earl Miller 
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 Karen Boyer Robert Brackbill 
 Eleanor Hudson Robert Gingher 
 Brendon Shenk Johanna Gingher 
 Lewis Bryson Lois Snader 
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(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 
  
 May Margy Hershey 
 June Ed Margerum 
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Committed to following Jesus Christ, the Leacock Presbyterian Church is a caring family of God welcoming 
all persons in their spiritual journey. 

 
 SESSION DEACONS 

Moderator: Rev. Robert W. Birch Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 
Clerk: Dianne M. Yuninger Glenn Herr Dorothy Buckwalter Ellen Barnes 
Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Ed Margerum Sue Esch Johanna Gingher 
Emily Birch Lauren Appel Jeanne Menges Margie Hershey Evie Lopez 
Christian Brackbill Marie Glass Kristine Shirk Mary Lou Rubincam Dorothy Wise 
Linda Erikson Nick Lopez  TRUSTEES 
Ronald Esch Matthew McClarigan Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 
Lois Eshleman Karen Shue David Berkhimer Tom Burkins Chuck Ankney 
Jan Huffman Dianne Yuninger Rich Glass Richard Miller Craig Keenan 
  George Shue Mike Ruhl Scott Shenk 
 

CLIP AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 



THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR Page 11 

Please see separate icon 
on the front page 
for the Church  

Calendar 



 

LEACOCK PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
3181 LINCOLN HIGHWAY EAST 
PARADISE,  PA  17562 
 Address Service Required 
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