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Notes from the Manse

Today is the third Sunday of Easter. We, who geehnitate Christ, are in the midst of the seasbn
Easter, weeks that call us to reflect not only ¢ratnEaster meant some 2,000 years ago, but alsotwha
means in our lives today. For Easter, properlypughaever be confined to a time and a place. Tl gews
that came forth from that empty tomb speaks ofityealrned upside down; it speaks of resurrectroithis
and calls us to resurrection lives. This is alsdbason of spring, and we can see all about ns sighe re-
awakening of the earth, of flowers that brave tyemorning chill, of crops breaking the soil wiphomise
of food that will nourish our bodies. In this reseation season, we need also remember that weakee c
each year to new life, to renewed life, to a transftion of who we are. And any nourishment we rfeed
our spirits, we can always find in the bread areddbp that are gifts of a serving Lord.

At church this morning we celebrated the giftsvoimen, certainly as they have been expressed ir
life of this church, but also as they have beenresged in homes, in workplaces, in all the quietlaumsy
thoroughfares of the world. The theme chosen figrybar was “From Fear to Courage,” a theme salg-r
nant for women who, throughout history, have fagpgression, seclusion, diminishment. Our Lord redch
out to women in a way scandalous for his time, iartle faith that followed him there was no longebe a
crippling distinction and separation between tlstess and brothers of Jesus; as Paul taught, istGhere is
no male and female. And men too, though they maaays admit it, need to move from fear to coetag
What we are called to, as individuals and as a conityy can bring us to change and challenge, tododif-
ferent and apart from the ways of the world. And tan take courage.

Paul, at 1 Corinthians, 16:13, urges his readens and now to “Keep alert, stand firm in yourHait
be courageous, be strong.” If we are to do all reecalled to in our faith, all of this will be nessary. But it
is interesting what he then goes on to say—"“Letradt you do be done in love.” Somehow it seemsdba
faith is strengthened and courage and clarity@aned when we dedicate ourselves to lives of lowexyice,
a truth women often seem to understand more quarkdyintuitively than their brothers.

So, in the weeks and months ahead, let us alk arad female alike, strive to build up the Kingdofr
God with courage in large and small acts of love. WMl do so in new things, such as the CommunigaM
we serve at our church to the hungry. We will ddbgoeaching out ever more to our neighbors in &vkie
the recent Gap Male Chorus concert. And we wilkdan service to each other. Such work will alwbgs
good. It will bring light not only to the world, balso to our hearts. It will always be the essesfceresur-
rection life. So, let us, in these weeks of Eadiemeborn. Let us move from fear to courage inatian of
the One who even now calls us to follow him fronattheto life. What a wondrous gift is given eachteds

Rev. Robert W. Birch
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On May 31, we will honor the new
members and high school graduates
with a reception on the front lawn
(weather permitting - otherwise, it
will be in Smith Fellowship Hall) of
the church.

Presbyterians always can find a way
to have food, and what better way
than to greet and welcome those that
are new to our church family, as well
as, the young people that have
reached a milestone in their educa-
tion.

Plan to attend this special event fol-
lowing the 10:00am service and enjo
the fellowship.

DUE MAY 21 H
Mail to -
Vicki Burkins, Editor |
557 Gralan Drive
Lancaster, PA 17601 H
Email to - H
vicki.burkins@gmail.com
Drop off at - H
the church office. H
Next newsletter
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The Session missed meeting in March

because of Rev. Birch’s illness, so
had some catching up to do this
month. Still after two hours, the

business had been completed, and all

left filled with the sense of having
accomplished our Lord’s will.

Highlights included:
Approving the Clerk’s Annual
Statistical Report to General
Assembly
Voting to support Margaret and
Doug Trimble, PCUSA

missionaries to Lahore, Pakistan,
replacing the Hastings who are

longer in the mission field

Scheduling the second
Community Meal for May 28
from 5:30 to 6:30pm
Approving construction of a
welcome center desk for the
Narthex

Scheduling recognition of high
school graduates and new
members for May 31
Distribution of the draft of the
new policy manual for reading
and possible May vote

: myf&/
G LENDANGS

May 3
May 10

May 17
May 24
May 31

Marvin & Beth Kurtz
Gregory & Suzanne
Eshleman Lang
Stephanie Sindall LaSon
Miriam Latshaw
Cassandra Leitch

Pentecost

N'“When the day of Pentecost came,

they were all together in one
place..All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit.”

To celebrate God’s gift of the Holy
Spirit to us, the Session has scheduled
one worship service only at 10:00am
on Pentecost Sunday May 31. Our
worship will include receiving new
member and celebrating the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion.

Following the service, the Congrega-
tional Life Committee has planned a
reception on the front lawn to honor
our high school graduates and wel-
come our new members.

Sunday School will begin at 9:00am.

Mark this time change on your calen-
dars now, so that you can be present
for this joyous service.
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Date Time Field Opponent ﬁt’
May 4 9:00 2 Keystone * ,
<
May 11 6:30 1 |Weaverland #1 “'
May 18 6:30 2 Bird-in-Hand

May 25 Memorial Day (No Games)

August 4 & 5 Mini Play-Offs

June 1 6:30 2 St. Johns bl Wi
RADUATE

June 8 9:00 1 Weaverland #2 G U S

June 15 7:45 2 Bellevue

June 22 6:30 1 Grace Point

June 29 6:30 1 Ridgeview thelyn. Shirk daughter of \.]ohn and
Kris Shirk, of Strasburg, will be

July 6 6:30 2 [Pequea Baptist graduating from Lampeter-Strasburg

July 13 7:45 2 |christian Fellowship High School in June. After gradua-
tion, Katelyn plans to attend HACC

July 20 7:45 2 |Weaverland #1 to study photography. Her interests

July 27 7:45 1 Keystone include art, music, and photography.

Aug 3 6:30 1 Middle Octorara Katelyn works at Hanes Brands at

Rockvale Square and also at Zimmer-

man'’s in Interocurse. In her spare
time, she loves to go shopping. She
has a younger sister, Allison...and she
loves her pet fish.

August 10 - 13 Play-Offs
August 17 - 19 Finals

(Field 1 faces the tennis courts)

Finian McElhanyis the son of Bart
and Jennifer McElIhany of Paradise,
Lot Ron Esch (355-2327), and he will be graduating this spring

" SUERON9@comcast.net; orthe  from Pequea Valley High School.
The nominating church office (687-6619). Finian is an honor student with spe-

committee wil ) Six elders and four deacons will be cial ir?terest In art, cars, computers,
Nominating fg?:rr?]eagszgrg;g elected to serve two year terms. robotics, and outdoor sports.
MMIteE officers to begin -~ Trustees are elected for a three year
serving in January of 2010. term, and there will be three slots on
that board to be filled.

For the past seven years, he has par-
ticipated with fellow TSA
(Technology Students Association)

If you feel called, or have a special students at state level competitions.
interest in filling one of the positions, Please give this your prayerful His post graduation plans are unde-
please contact Janet Huffman (354- consideration. cided

2456), janetahuffman@comcast.net;

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR Page 3



May 3

May 10

May 17

May 21

May 24

May 30

(4th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 4:5-12:

Psalm 23:1-6

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18

(5th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 8:16-40

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

(6th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98:1-9

1John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

(The Ascension of the
Lord)

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47:1-9 or
Psalm 93:1-5
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

(7th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1:1-6
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

(Eve of Pentecost)
Exodus 19:3-8a, 16-20
1 Peter 2:4-10
Evening Psalm 23:1-6
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May 31 (Pentecost)
Morning Psalm 104:1-35
Isaiah 11:1-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-13
John 14:21-29

At last, fifty years after having been vy, may purchase the flowers for the
given to Leacock, the redwood CrosSganctuary on Sunday, May 31 in

has come to the sanctuary, centered ponor of or in memory of someone or
in the arch in the chancel just as itis 4 special occasion.

the center of our faith. The empty
cross, as well as the empty tomb, Call the church office at 687-6619.
continues to remind us that Christ
died for our salvation and rose for our
eternal living.

$
. % &
worship and focus on the Cross cen- tpq pregpyterian Women invite ladies
ters our spirits, while leaving for ser- o5 g ages to join them for an evening
vice in the world and seeing the of fellowship and fun at the Kinzer
Christian and American flags at the Fire Hall on Wednesday, May 6 at

rear of the sanctuary reminds us how6:20pm. By overwhelming request,
fortunate we are to live in a country they will again be playing Basket
where we may worship freely and Bingo!

with no persecution.

Being able to enter the sanctuary for

Tickets: $12.00 adults
$6.00 - 4-1 Youth

Truly we are blessed.
Free - 3 & under.

Please plan early! Ticket sales/
reservations will end 10 days prior in
order to give the host enough time to
order and prepare the meal. Extra
Through your generosity, the Con- tickets may be available. Please check

gregational Life Committee preparedWith Loretta McClarigan.
“Stress Release” boxes for six of our gy tickets call:

young adult members. Thank you forArlene Brackbill 394-9996
your support of this project. Bea Andrews 687-7878
Loretta McClarigan 687-9010

Those on the receiving end were:
Brendon Shenk, Lauren McClarigan,
Travis Beane, Tim Mowrer, Chad
Ankney, and Troy Beane.
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= Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled commbhityd drives throughout the
: year at the following locations. Won't you considgving blood - every pint is :
= very important!

: Date Place Time

: May

: Tuesday, May 12 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00an8tpr
The NEW Old Leacock sign is up Thursday, May 28 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00an3opm

due to some wet Trustees, and it
looks good. Pews are cleaned, and the June

children. They are now serving in La-
hore, Pakistan which is mostly Mus-
lim.

next step is to get some kind of finish : Monday, June 1 Kinzer 2:00pm to 7:00pm :
back on them - the Trustees are work-2 Thursday, June 4 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pBnddpm
ing on that. = Tuesday, June 9 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00arms@pm
= Monday, June 15 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm 6OFmMm =

Workday found the Trustees and oth- : Thursday, June 25 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00&n36pm  :
ers very busy. Mulch was delivered, : :
but due to rain was not spread on = July
workday. Screens were put in, the : Tuesday, July 14 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00af8pm
back Sunday School room was Thursday, July 23 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00anB@Epm -
cleaned, and old tile was removed so Thursday, July 30 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pB®0pm
new tile could be installed. August
Locations for the redwood cross were Monday, Aug 10 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm toOpt
examined in the sanctuary. Session Tuesday, Aug 11 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00an8fprh
will make a decision soon. Thursday, Aug 27 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am3@pm
As always, if you see something that i September
needs attention, please tell one of - Tuesday, Sept 8 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00am3dpm
your Trustees. We are always on dutyi Thursday, Sept 24 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00ah36pm
for you. ) October
Dave Berkhimer Thursday, Oct 1 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pB1@6pm =

Monday, Oct 5 Bareville Fire Company 2:00am toOp1x

Tuesday, Oct 13 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00an8apin :

: Thursday, Oct 22 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00anBepm

Our church helps to support two mis- : :
sionary families under the PCUSA. » November :
One of our families, the Hastings who : Tuesday, Nov 10 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00an8tiprh
were serving in Japan, have returned = Monday, Nov 23 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm§
to the United States and are now liv- = Monday, Nov 30 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm to0pt .
ing in Princeton, NJ. : :
: December .

We will be supporting a new family, Thursday, Dec 3 Intercourse Fire Company 2:30pB@OpmM
Margaret and Doug Trimble and their = Tuesday, Dec 8 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00ang@pimn -
Thursday, Dec 24 Lancaster Health Campus 8:00af8@pm =

HE N R AN EER RN EEE RN ENRENEEN R ENEE N RN R EN RN N EE RN N EE R NN RN RGN RN NN BN RN NEER R
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for me, been a huge journey into un- models the Golden Rule for them?

explored territory. Not every lesson
During Lent as we entered the Nar- goes smoothly. (Yes, Sarah, it is true
thex and tht_en the sanctuary, we al- that if the rich young ruler sold all his
ways experienced an ambiance ap- possessions then someone else woul
propriate for the season and enhanc- have to take care of him.) Nor does
ing to our worship. - ) hood to come to Sunday School.

every activity go as planned. (Whose _, . . :

. . : . Think about volunteering your time to

From Palm Sunday to Good Friday, idea was it to make a Christmas neCkheIp teach a class
the window sill crosses went from  |ace out of red and white painted and '
plain wood to being draped with lettered penne pasta with an upside Stop by the Primary Classroom some
black. Then on Easter Sunday, flow- . . . . !

. . down miniature candy cane inthe  morning for a visit, and maybe we’ll
ers filled the windows and chancel, ) o .,
the cross was bursting with lilies, and center so that the whole thing spelledsing “Awesome God” for you. Be '
a glorious banner proclaimed the res_JeSUS?) careful though because that Song IS

urrection. followed by “King of Kings,” and we
However, at the end of every class, | . .
ask you to sing with us as we get

All of this did not just magically ap- am energized and smiling because “tast d fast h i
pear. Two talented, dedicated womenpecause ... because somehow | just asterand faster on each repetition.

our decorating task force, spent hours.,o\ that God was present in that
making sure everything looked just room with those children and that

right so we could give glory to the
Father, Son and Spirit as Christs ~ ©0d has used them to teach me as

body here in Paradise. much about love and our faith jour-  The free community meal that was
ney as | have taught them about the held on Thursday, March 26, was
Bible and those old, old stories we allgeemed a success, with 13 people
cherish. And when they come back from the community present. Al-
the following Sunday, it's even better though there was one small child who
because they usually remember the didn't care for our chili, his face just
previous week’s lesson. | never real- peamed when Laura Lowrey placed a
ized there are so many creative wayshot dog in front of him. (thanks
to teach a lesson - tossing a stuffed | ayrall). One couple even requested a
bird to memorize a Bible verse, reen-tour of the church. The atmosphere
acting Jesus’ temptation in the wil-  \yas pleasant with soft music in the
derness, hiding plastic Easter eggs packground, the food was both deli-
containing Bible verses. cious and plentiful, and the kitchen
help was exceptional. Everyone had a
good time. We are eagerly looking
forward to our next community meal
sWhich will be on Thursday, May 28,
from 5:30 to 6:30pm.

Think about bringing your own chil-

dren or grandchildren to Sunday
chool. Consider inviting children
and their parents) in your neighbor-

A big thank you to Karen Shue and
Lois Snader for their dedicated atten-
tion to our decorations.

Is there anything more joyous than a Although the saying may be trite, it
child’s eyes shinning with delight as contains an absolute truth: The

she sings “Our God is an Awesome church is and has always been only
God"? Is there anything more amaz- one generation from extinction. Jesu
ing than a child’s simple faith in Je- called the children to come to Him
sus? Is there anything more humblingand then He blessed them. We can d@|ease watch the bulletin for more
than a child’s certainty that God is  no less. information about what you can do to

?
lover But how can they come to Jesus if nohelp' And a very BIG_THANK You
to all who made our first attempt at

Teaching Sunday School to kinder- one tells them about Him how can this s0 successiul
garten through second graders has, they learn about God’s love if no one ! u ul-
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NEXT FREE
COMMUNITY MEAL
THURSDAY, MAY 28

5:30 - 6:30PM

Watch for sign-up sheets in the

. 9SBad Janau |IM 1yBiu
pue Aep ‘I91UIM pue Jawwns ‘reay
plre pj02 ‘1SaAIeY pue aWNpPass ‘sainp
-Ua Ypes ay) se Buoj sy, 1lamsuy

174
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They are there every Wednesday eve-
ning, with a smile on their lips and a
song in their hearts. They come fif-
teen minutes prior to services to re-
hearse with no complaint. They un-
stintingly give their best always.
When | suggest a change in anthem
or schedule, they never complain.
When | ask two services for two
weeks in a row, no one objects, and
they all show up. By now it should be
obvious that | am talking about our
wonderful Chancel Choir. | appreci-
ate their dedication, their talent, and
their willingness to give 110% all the
time.

When you see a choir member, tell
him or her how much their ministry
of music means to you. | know they
all brighten my Wednesday evenings
and Sunday mornings.

Choir: Arlene Brackbill, Marie
Brackbill, Skip Brackbill, Ron Esch,
Lois Eshleman, Esta Fisher, Marie
Glass, Rich Glass, Karen Homsher,
Jenny Keenan, Lauren McClarigan,
Matt McClarigan, Helen Sharp-
Keene, Carol Shearer, Ginny
Stauffer, Millie Young, Harold Yun-
inger

Dianne Yuninger
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beautiful new sign at Old Leacock,

) an we’'ve been discussing new ways

Many thanks to all who helped make
our Ritual Seder and Fellowship Meal
such a wonderful evening: Skip
Brackbill for setting up; Ron and Sue
Esch for setting up and cleaning up;
Lois Eshleman and Marie Brackabill
for helping with meal preparation an
cleaning up; Lois Snader, Karen shugtored, after the event.
and George Shue for helping clean
up; Esta Fisher for gathering all the
Seder materials and arranging the
plates for the tables; and Emily Birch
for the desserts, especially the bunny
cake.

new church. Please remember that
your group or committee has used
the swing sign to promote an activ-
ity, the sign should be stored in the
qlibrary, where its letters are now

Emily Birch
Outreach Committee Liaison

Going back to the Passover to under-
stand its relationship to Jesus and His
disciples and thus our faith today, and
then completing the Passover by join-
ing together in Communion truly
blessed all who attended. The fellow-
ship meal following the service pro-
vided a delicious ending to the eve-

ning. "

% #
We hope you could join us for the
gathering on April 26 where the

The Community Outreach Committeebook-l—he Correctiondy Jonathan

did not meet at the beginning of
April, but we plan to meet at the end o m anecdotal discussion, is that
of April. The Session approved our
ideas for a permanent welcome centeghig book.)

in the Narthex, so we hope to be able

to set that up this year. We were very T € next discussion group will
excited to welcome the Gap Male
Chorus on Sunday April 19 to kick
off our new music series. A light des-
sert reception was held following the
concert.

cussA Long Way Gone: Memoirs
of a Boy Soldieby Ishmael Beah.

friends of Leacock.
We also provided snacks to the Fac-

_ Emily Birch
tory on Monday April 20.

Book Discussion Moderator
We hope everyone has noticed the

THE LEACOCK COMMUNICATOR

to use the two signs we have at the

if

Dear Leacock Church,
I hank you so much for the lovely
bouquet of flowers that Mary
Lou brought to me from your service
yesterday!

They smell so nice and are really
helping to cheer me and make me feel
so much better. Thank you for your
caring concern and your prayers! I'm
grateful for your friendship and sup-
port.

Ann Osborne

0 My Church Family,

| want to thank everyone, again,
in the past year for your many calls,
cards and visits.

After my recent hospital stay for sur-

Franzen was discussed. (My guesgery, thanks to Jeanne and Bill

Menges of Deacons Committee for

no one feels dispassionately aboutheir visits.

Betty Sowers brought me a beautiful
prayer shawl from their knitting

meet on June 14 at 7:00pm to dis-grgyp. | had to hold it close to me at

all times, like Linus oPeanutdame.
All the aides and nurses loved it.

Dessert and tea will be served and
all are welcome both members and hanks again for the caring in many

ways.

See you in Church,
Dick Miller

Page 8



If you are unable to serve as a volunteer PLEASBEDR WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER SUN-
DAY. Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbiif 687-6619, so she can make the bulletin chafgésNK YOU!

Donald Andrews, Head Usher Ralph Homsher, Head Ush
8:00 Service, (687-7878) 10:30 Service, (442434

PLEASE NOTE -- If you are unable to serve the rhamtpart of the month you are scheduled for, @egsto trade
with someone else then contact the head ushery Witlecontact the church office. THANK YOU!

MAY
Tom Burkins Steve Boas
Vicki Burkins Charlene Boas
Mac Daniel Watters Keo Phongxaysanith

Earl Miller

JUNE
Karen Boyer Robert Brackbill
Lewis Bryson Robert Gingher
Eleanor Hudson Johanna Gingher
Brendon Shenk Lois Snader

Coordinators:
Kristine Shirk (687-8243)
Linda Erikson (768-7551)

May 3 Michael and Michele McLaughlin

May 10 John and Kristine Shirk

May 17 Michael and Alba Ruhl

May 24 Wesley and Laura Lowery

May 31 Linda Erikson, Harrison Ruhl

June 7 Michael and Alba Ruhl, Valerie

June 14 Linda Erikson, Harrison Ruhl

June 21 Wesley and Laura Lowery, Elizabeth
June 28 John and Kristine Shirk, Katelyn, Allison

FELLOWSHIP TIME HOSTS

May Bethany Class
June Berean Class
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May 3

May 10

May 17

May 24

May 31

June 7

June 14

June 21

June 28

If you are unable to serve as a volunteer
PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER SUMD.
Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 688 so she can make the bulletin change.

8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30

8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30

THANK YOU!

Deborah Beane, Sue Funk
Mary Kay Mowrer, Johanna Gingher

Karen Boyer, Marie O. Brackabill
Wesley and Laura Lowery, Elizabeth

Lisa Herr, Melissa Mabry
Khamtanh Phongxaysanith, Darwin Eshleman

Peter and Ruth Conway
Chip and Deb Wilson, Brinton

Marie Glass, Stephanie LaSon
Charles and Kathy Ankney

Tom and Vicki Burkins
John and Kristine Shirk, Katelyn, Allison

Scott and Kathy Shenk, Kelsi, Taryn
Craig and Jenny Keenan

Marie Brackbill, Deborah Beane
Michael and Michele McLaughlin

David Homsher, Deborah Sindall
Jennifer McElheney, Shirley Bernard

DEACON RESPONSIBILITIES

(Transportation for School House Friends & Flowetitzeries)

May
June

Ed Margerum
Margy Hershey

leacockpres.org
Our web address iswww.leacockpres.org

You Can Find
The Church Staff
Cancellations D.irections |
Usher and Nursery Schedule Times of the Services

Church Officers
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Calendar
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