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Notes from the Manse

We may be in the doldrums of winter, but it hasrbaeery exciting, alive time at Leacock. Many attuactivities,
even though announced at worship services, camgaticed by many, as they happen in the eveningst@moons.
But even if they happen behind the scenes, theprarging a wonderful vision and vitality to ouvéis together.
There is the prayer shawl group, in which someepitt souls are daring to learn how to knit; thetiiagroup, which
is beginning to plan for the worship service tinetytwill run entirely by themselves; the Sessidnead, in which
elders gathered over a long Sunday afternoon kectedn where the church is and where it needstohg on-going
work of the deacons, in their work of service tbess; the faithful attention the trustees giveht tipkeep of the
church and its properties. | could go on and onthel point is simple—our church is filled with tBgirit, in, oh, so
many ways.

| do have a bit of a laundry list of informationnMaundy Thursday this year, we will be holdingaditional Seder
in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Communion. Tlgbuthis year, there will not be an actual meal sgywe intend
to do so next year. On Good Friday, we will havire of reflection and music from 12:00 until 1:@hd there will
be an Easter dawn service at Old Leacock at 6 follewed by a breakfast prepared by the youtthaRaradise
Fellowship Hall. There then will follow both 8:0@1@& 10:30 worship services. Remember Easter is qaity this
year, March 23; the earliest it ever comes is 818 Dn a different note, | mentioned at last Sundayosship ser-
vice that some people have asked for copies ofermans, and so | will have a few printed out eaghday at the
back of the Sanctuary. We also intend to have orssof them on the web-site; | will let you knoweavhwe begin to
post them there.

We are in the midst now of a weekly Lenten Stud§:@0 on Tuesday evenings in which we have shasahple
meal, fellowship, and meditations on the last ward€hrist on the cross. It has been a rich time, lafor one, have
felt blessed by the heartfelt words that thosenditey have offered. | hope you can join us; it isanderful opportu-
nity for communal reflection.

The other day | headed over to the office and edt&ome brave, rather determined yellow flowerkipgeout from
the soil next to the stairs. | felt a bit sorry ftbem—I knew that the recent warm spell was afémoillusion, and
that frigid weather was about to return. Marilys@®d me that | need not worry; they were hardgtpléhat every
year tried to rush things a bit. And this got mi@khng. In a way, those bright yellow flowers cagguhe light that
awaits us a few weeks down the road on Easter mgpriiihen, even if winter weather proves insisteat,souls will
be revived by the rebirth at the heart of our faght for now, we are still in a time of darknesslahill. And that is
OK, for we are in the season of Lent. Let us béepstlet us stay with the darkness before the dawhus use this
time to examine ourselves and the state of oun.f&ibr our faith is a journey, not something fixeedl incapable of
growth. This is spadework time, time to preparegtaind, no matter how cold or hard, for ever ngrmwvth. The
days of Lent are preparation for the cross aneithpty tomb. Let us use them well and humbly, evedfal that
working beside us is our Lord.

Rev. Robert W. Birch




Although the February Session
meeting was filled with business, a
spirit of joy and camaraderie per-
meated the air. We believe we are
doing God’s work together as we
plan for the future of Leacock, and
we covet the prayers of this
congregation.

Rev. Birch kept the meeting
moving, yet good-natured laughter
often bubbled to the surface.
Meeting highlights included the
following:

Congregational Life
Committee, under leadership
of elders Loretta McClarigan
and Janet Huffman, has
prepared “emergency baskets”
to be placed in both men’s and
women’s restrooms. They have
also put together “children’s
bags” which will be in each
vestibule for use during
worship.

Karen Shue was named
Decorating Task Force chair-
person for 2008.
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Youth Sunday has been
scheduled for May 18.

The Softball Team will be
making subs March 13.

Maundy Thursday Service, at
7:00pm in Smith Hall, will be
a Ritual Seder followed by
Communion.

You may purchase the flowers for
the sanctuary on Sunday, March
30 in honor of or in memory of
someone or a special occasion.

All Sunday School classes are
asked to submit new study
materials to the Christian
Education Committee (elders
Linda Erikson and Marie Glas: Call the church office at 687-6619.
or Rev. Birch) for review and

to advise the committee of the

approximate cost of the

materials for budgeting

purposes.

Meals for The Factory are
scheduled February 25, April
28, September 22, October 20,
and November 17. Anyone
wishing to help should contact

Marie O. Brackbill or Fran The Berean Class is starting a new
Sattazahn, elders on the Com-study using the booki.onging for

munity Outreach Committee. Enough in A Culture of More
This book review will begin
The Tuesday evening Lenten March 2 in the Fellowship Hall-

suppers and Bible studies are classroom off the back hall.

off to a great start. Following 4 This book promises to help create
meal of soup and bread, Rev. g |5nging in your heart, a longing
Birch is leading participants in for enough to be plenty, and for a
meditating on the seven last simpler life to be experienced as
words of Christ. abundant beyond measure.

Come join us during the Sunday

The next Session meeting is
School hour, all are welcome.

scheduled with the Board of
Deacons March 27 at 7:00pm.
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Any men or boys, age 14 and
older, who would like to play
softball for Leacock this season,
please contact Jay Holler at 392-
2134.

Practice will begin in mid-March,
with games beginning in early
April and running into August.
Games are held on Monday
evenings at the Paradise Park.
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" DUE MARCH 20 H

| Mail to - Vicki Burkins, Editor |
557 Gralan Drive H
Lancaster, PA 17601

Email to -
vicki.burkins@gmail.com H

Drop off at the church office.

" Next newsletter H

" April 2008 H
L — —
Mar 2 |. Lee & Doris Brown
Mar 9 Lewis & Ruth Bryson
Mar 16 Richard & Jennie Buch
Tiffany Marie
Mar 23 Stanley, Jr. & Alba

Buck

Mar 30 Dorothy Buckwalter

Date: Thursday, March 13

Pick Up: Between 6 & 7:30pm

Location:  Fellowship Hall
(Church Basement)

Cost: $4.00

Type: American Hoagies

with choice of with
or without onions

To order look for the sign up sheet
in the Sunday bulletin on March 2
and 9 or contact Jay Holler (392-
2134) or Ehren Graybill (468-
4405).

If you do not enjoy subs, dona-
tions are, of course, greatly appre-
ciated.

Thank you for your continued
support, and we hope to see you at
the games on Monday nights be-
ginning in early April. Look for

the dates and times in the bulletin
in late March.
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leacockpres.org

Our web address is or Matt. 28:1-10; Isa.
www.leacockpres.org 25:6-9; Ps. 114; | Cor.
2nd Sunday of Easter
Cancellations Mar 30 Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Ps.
Church Calendar 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John
Information on Old Leacock 20:19-31
and more
children to use during the worship and can be contacted at

services. Pick them up in the east tburkins@leacockpres.org
and west vestibules and return
them to the hooks after each
service.

The bags will be appropriate for
children ages 3 to 12 years old an
are provided by the Con- 4th Sunday in Lent
gregational Life Committee. Mar 2 | Sam. 16:1-13; Ps. 23;
Eph. 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 [ay readers are adding excitement
to Sunday morning worship! If

Mar9 Ezek 37:1-14; Ps. 130; YO! think you might like to try
Rom. 8:6-11 john 11_1’_ being a lay reader, please contact a

| 45 member of the Worship Commit-
tee. Usually lay readers volunteer
N%A Palm Sunday for a month at a time, but if you
Mar 16 Matt. 21:1-11; Ps. 118:1- only want to commit for a week or

2,19-29; Isa. 50:4-9a;  two that also can be arranged.

, _ Ps. 31:9-16; Phil. 2:5-11; _ _
Did you ever need a safety pin, Matt. 26:14-27: 66 or Worship Committee members are

hand cream or a sewing kit? Matt. 27:11-54 Esta Fisher, Dianne Yuninger,
Lois Snader, and George Shue. Or

you can contact the church office
tee has puttogether EMergency war 23 Acts 10:34-43 or Jer. 4t 687-6619. The committee

5th Sunday in Lent

The Congregational Life Commit- Easter

Bagkets in each adult (men’s and 31:1-6; Ps. 118:1-2, 14- would also be glad to hear any
ladies’) restroom. Help yourself 24; Col. 3:1-4 or Acts  syggestions you have concerning
when you are in need. 10:34-43; John 20:1-18  the worship service.
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You have come to the end of this story, and | cowtlbe proude
| have recently read and seen many politicianskspetheir
accomplishments and promises to change the world,
you lived yours
You did not exalt in great fame or wealth
You had no longing for this earth’s stuff

You feared, you cried, you longed to give and serve
You prayed, you lived, you taught, you lived
You struggled through your quiet time
You prayed for all you knew
You left a legacy of prayer for family, church, fdynthe lost
Your life has touched so many.

No vote will be cast for your name
No newspaper will speak of your accomplishments
But two languages loved in Heaven By God
will raise their voice in worship some day

Thank you my mom my friend, an example, my teacher.
Thank you for a life of significance that
will be there for all eternity to see
Well done mom. Your influence will reach your grahddren.
We hope to see you soon
We too have joined this task to see the Lord reisiour hope too
We know the truth
When all have heard that Jesus died for them Heetilrn for us.

Jamie Farr
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On Sunday, February 17, Ed
Margerum, Milly Young, and
Eugene and Betty Sowers traveled
to Christ Evangelical Congrega-
tional Church in Allentown to attend
the memorial service for one of
God’s “beautiful people,” Cindi
Farr.

In 1970, Cindi and Jim were com-
missioned missionaries of the
Evangelical Congregational Church
and members of Wycliffe Bible
translators. Over the years, Cindi
earned several degrees, the last
being a doctorate in linguistics.

We were all given a warm welcome
by the minister of the church. We
heard beautiful music, a solo by
Cindi’s niece, and a song written by
one of the Korafe people sung by
Jim and Jamie in that language and
English. The singing of the hymns
“Love Divine” and “It is Well With
my Soul” was vibrant and beautiful.

We heard special remembrances
from several people: a bishop,
Cindi’'s brother who is a minister in
Lititz, a Wycliffe representative,
and others.

Jamie, her son, had put together a
PowerPoint presentation on Cindi's
life from childhood to the present.
He also had a DVD of the funeral

procession in New Guinea where
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5) prayers. | have felt upheld. Also the ied in Baruga. The blood of the mis-
Cindi is buried. In this, the people time with Jamie in the village was sionaries is sacred. Cindi's body
are singing and dancing dressed in precious! being planted in the village will

their best clothes. This was a result bear a lot of fruit. The Lord said

of the life Cindi lived and of her life Jamie and I very much miss Cindi, unless a kernel of wheat falls into
as a translator where they learned dput are uplifted by the unity of our  the ground and dies, it remains
their new life in Christ. No longer  Village family and the way everyonealone. Cindi's death will lead to a
did they have to mourn and wear has worked to give glory to Jesus  great harvest. (It was right that) ...
sackcloth when someone importantand The Father ... On Sunday, Febthey gave her the burial of a queen.

died. Now they could rejoice in ruary 3, there was a worship service o _

people from Anglican and CRC memorial was held at Christ E. C.
There were about 250 people at theBaptist. The theme of Revelation 7- Church, in Allentown on Sunday,

memorial service that was followed 9: and lo, a multitude of all nations February 17.

by a nice reception. and kindred and people and tongues, ' o Pray for my travel

. . stood before the throne and before L o
We had a short time to visit with and walking into old situations

. . . .. the Lamb ... saying blessing and . T .
Jim and Jamie. We also visited with ying g without Cindi at my side.
: glory ... be unto our God for ever
Charlotte Farr, Jim’s mother. We
and ever. Amen.

remember fondly when Charlotte

and husband Harry were members o yisit to the Baruga Village had . .
of our church. They were all glad  more drums, more people quietly Dan and Jennifer McCladvise

we came and so were we. sobbing, giving hugs but dressed tc that even though many parts of their

dance because they believe Cindi i situation ar.e.pendlng and uncertal.n,
they are privileged to be part of mis-

dancing. sions and Wycliffe. Dan is sched-

Our last night was a time spent witt Uled to be the Wycliffe personnel
Papau New Guinea friends and services coordinator for the north-
Korafe family in Pt. Moresby. There eastern region of the United States.
pictures were shown of Cindi’s life
and Jamie’s video from the burial
and celebration. At the end, many
people shared their memories of
Cindi. One girl, now married, re-
membered her first Sunday School
class with Cindi. Another reiterated
how touching, unbelievable and life
changing it was to see drums and

dancing at a funeral. TWo More eX- pan ang Jennifer thank us for being
Dear Leacock Church Family, panded that thought and thanked ht 5 e team,
Thanks so much for the love and  Wider family in the U. S. and Jamie

and me for allowing Cindi to be bur-

- Betty Sowers

Woycliffe is striving to bring God’s
word to everyone in the language of
their hearts. The McClarys are
thankful that God has moved them
in the direction of Wycliffe and
know that He is still at work in

every life, including theirs, drawing
them close to Himself.

As you know, Jim Farr'svife,

Cindi, died suddenly on January 15
in Papua New Guinea. Here is the
latest email received from Jim:
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Dear Leacock Friends, We would
like to thank everyone for joining
us at the luncheon that followed
the congregational meeting in Feb-
ruary. The chili, rice, assorted sal-
ads and many desserts were abso-
lutely delicious.

We appreciated everyone who
stayed to help put tables and chairs
away and wash/dry dishes in the
kitchen. The work load is always
easier when we work together.

Anyone wishing to join the Con-
gregational Life “Team,” please
see one of our members: Loretta
McClarigan, Janet Huffman,
Jeanne Menges, Shirley Smith,
Helen Keene, Lori Smith, or Jenni-
fer McElhany.
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A Word of Thanks,

We would like to thank every-
one in the congregation who has
helped us through the trying times.
My husband, Harold, was in the
hospital over Christmas and from
there went to the Brethren Home
for a month.

He is now at home. His physi-
cal condition is degenerate heart
failure. So we are praying for a
miracle.

Thank you again for your sup-
port.

Mary Jane Mowrer
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From Church World Services in  Dear Church Family,
Harrisburg, Thank you for your hospital

Blessings to Leacock Church visits, many prayers, phone calls,
and all of the other churches and cards and the wonderful food.

organizations. Also, thanks to Rev. Birch for his
Thank you for all of your extra hospital visit.
efforts to support Church World The song of the Christmas car-

Services CROP Walk through the olers along with the plate of cook-
Paradise CROP Walk. Please ies was greatly appreciated.
know that all you do helps and All this thoughtfulness and
makes a difference. concern helped in the recuperation
Sincerely, of my knee surgery.
Patrick B. Walker God Bless You,
Regional Director Shirley M. Smith
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