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Notes from the Manse 
 Yesterday was Pentecost, the day that marks God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the struggling, 
imperfect souls who will to follow the way of Christ. And what a gift the Spirit is! There probably have 
been times for many of us when we have been uncertain, confused about what we should do, where we 
should go, when suddenly things seemed clear, when we understood with startling confidence the way 
forward. Then, the Spirit came to us, took us by the hand, gently or perhaps not so gently, and led us where 
we needed to go. Or there may have been a time when we felt an embrace, a warmth, when before there 
had only been coldness, a sense of being all alone in the world. Then, too, the Spirit came to us, and lent us 
a comfort we can find nowhere else. No wonder that Paul would write in Romans that to set the mind on 
the Spirit is life and peace. 
 
 And the glory of the Spirit is that it is never reserved for individuals alone. No, it is the will of 
God as so clearly taught by Jesus that we be together in fellowship, caring for and nurturing each other. 
This is grace, and we never do it on our own, but rather our communities grow in the Spirit. Consider 
Leacock. How can one not see and feel the presence of the Spirit when we worship together? Earlier this 
month, we had our first Hymn Sing, and the walls of the old church were filled with joyful song. And then 
there was the service in which we celebrated the women of the church, all those who so tirelessly and often 
thanklessly care for our sick, our young, our lonely and confused. It was a wonderful time of worship, a 
weaving together of Scripture passages that had special meaning for several of our women and Spirit-filled 
responses to those words. And on June 6, the youth of the church will be leading worship, and they promise 
to offer a service fresh with their energy and ideas. 
 
 This year, we will worship together more often at Old Leacock, for rather than waiting till July, 
we will hold the first service there beginning on June 13. A few weeks ago, there was another service at the 
old church, a small gathering of family who traveled far to honor George Sample, a direct descendent of 
Nathanael Sample, one of the early pastors of the church. Though George himself was not a member of 
Leacock, in his life he embodied the will to serve others that is so much at the heart of this congregation. 
For our members worship also when they care for others, as they will at our next Community Meal, which 
welcomes ever more to our table with each passing month. 
 
 Ah, the Spirit has been in all of this and so much more. Last night, we welcomed the band 
Forgiven, and they gave a genuinely Spirit-filled concert of Christian rock. The church softball team has 
also been a spirited bunch, even though at times it has seemed they have faced greater opposition from the 
weather than other teams. And how much we have been blessed by the new members the Spirit has led our 
way, Lura Brown, Mike and Kelly Hartmann, Doug and Mary Alice High. So, yes, Paul was right—the 
Spirit does bring life and peace, to each of us, and to all of us together. May the Spirit always bless this 
church and lead it into the future that the Lord wills for it. 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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June 6 Shirley Smith 

June 13 JoAnn Smoker 

June 20 Doug and Lois Snader 

June 27 Gene and Betty Sowers 
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June 6  (10th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time)  
 1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) 
 Psalm 146 
 Galatians 1:11-24 
 Luke 7:11-17 

June 13 (11th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 1 Kings 21:1-10 (11-14) 
15-21a 

 Psalm 5:1-8 
 Galatians 2:15-21 
 Luke 7:36-8:3 

June 20 (12th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-
15a 

 Psalm 42 and 43 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
 Luke 8:26-39 

June 27 (13th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 Luke 9:51-62 
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Response was very favorable to last 
year’s summer elective program. 
During that time, congregation 
members shared how their faith in-
fluences their hobbies, jobs, inter-
ests, and causes. We in the audience 
were treated to new experiences 
while learning to better know those 
who worship beside us. 

Please consider sharing with us this 
summer. The clipboard in the Nar-
thex has been getting very little re-
sponse and the elective season is 
fast approaching.  

Your presentation can be informal 
or accompanied by slide shows or 
movies.  

If you have questions or need some 
encouragement, contact Marie 
Glass (687-7200). 
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Your Mission Committee is busily 
planning our next free community 
meal. It is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 27, and, by the time you all 
read this newsletter, it will be 
history! 

The Pentecost Offering will also be 
completed and soon we should have 
a final total for you. If anyone has a 
suggestion as to how we should 
spend this money, please contact 
anyone on the Mission Committee. 

We are preparing for the Birthday 
Offering to be taken in June and our 
next community meal will be at the 
end of July. 

Thanks for all your help and 
support. 

 Lois Eshleman 
 Mission Committee  
 Chairperson 
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When: Sunday, June 20 thru  
  Thursday, June 24 

 Registration begins at 
5:15pm 

 Dinner will be provided 
Sunday thru Thursday 
starting at 5:30 followed 
by the VBS program 
ending at 8:00pm 

Who: Children ages 3 - 10 
(invite your friends) 

Where: Leacock Presbyterian 
Church 

Parents are invited Thursday, June 
24 at 7:45pm in the church 
sanctuary for a sing-a-long and then 
8pm outside for ice cream sundaes. 
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On Sunday, June 13 at 7:00pm there 
will be an important meeting in 
Fellowship Hall. This year St. 
John's United Methodist Church is 
lending a helping hand in the "work 
load." We will discuss the activities 
planned, scheduling for each 
evening, and job descriptions. 

If you signed up to help, please try 
to attend this meeting for up-dated 
information. If you are unable to 
attend, please contact Loretta 
McClarigan (687-9010), Linda 
Erikson (768-7551), or Marie Glass 
(687-7200). 
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Food donations are needed for the 
upcoming  VBS program. If you are 
unable to help by being there in per-
son, please consider donating a food 
item. Items needed will be listed on 
the wall in the Narthex, be sure to 
record on the list what you plan to 
donate. Items are needed by Satur-
day, June 19. 

Thank you ahead of time...you are a 
HERO in our eyes! 
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We promised HERO clues for VBS 
and here they are: 

�� Sunday - This hero begged the 
king to save the people.  

Her name is   

�� Monday - This hero laid down 
with lions.  

His name is   

�� Tuesday - This hero built a 
floating zoo. 

His name is   

�� Wednesday - This hero was an 
ordinary man with an extraordi-
nary coat. 

His name is   

�� Thursday - This hero was a 
small boy with a large enemy. 

His name is   

AND a caped HERO will be present 
every single evening - can you 
guess who? 
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June 28 June Stannard 
 61 Slaymaker Hill Road 
 Kinzers, PA 17535-8082 
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You may purchase the flowers for 
the sanctuary on Sundays, June 13 
or June 27 in honor of or in memory 
of someone or a special occasion. 

Call the church office at 687-6619. 
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Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives 
throughout the year at the following locations. Won’t you consider 
giving blood - every pint is very important! 
�
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Date Place Time 
June 
Wednesday, June2 White Horse Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Wednesday, June 9 Lancaster Laboratories 12:00pm to 5:00pm 
Wednesday, June 30 High Steel 7:00am to 11:00am 
 
The Lancaster General Suburban Outpatient Pavilion (Health Cam-
pus) Blood Drive is located in Building 2104, Suite 202. The hours 
are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:00am to 7:30pm. For more 
information call 544-0170. 

ANSWER:  1. Read your Bible. 2. Think about God’s w ords. 3. Pray every 
day.  4. Pray for others.  5. Do at least one lovin g thing for someone each day.  
6. Try to please God in everything you do. 
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Many thanks to all ladies and girls 
who participated in our annual ban-
quet for your basket donations. 
Also, a special thank you to Loretta 
McClarigan who worked all year 
long behind the scenes in order to 
prepare for the evening’s events. 
There were 81 in attendance at the 
Kinzer Fire Hall. 

A very special thank you to our 
helpers: 

Ticket Sales:  Arlene Brackbill, Bea 
Andrews, Loretta McClarigan 

Seating:  Carol Shearer 

Ticket Printing: Marilyn Brackbill 

Singing:  Karen Homsher 

Programs/Posters:  Lisa Herr 

Basket Bingo: Loretta McClarigan, 
Charlene Boas 

Bingo Runners: Kelly Erickson, 
Katherine Boas, Valerie Ruhl 

 Sincerely, 
 Loretta McClarigan and 
 Lisa Herr 
 Banquet Coordinators 
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The Stewardship Committee would 
again like to recognize the Trustees 
for combining the Internet service 
with the phone service for cost sav-
ings. 
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As I type this, we are getting ready to host our first concert of 2010. The 
group Forgiven will be here to rock the rafters (or so I hear).  

This past month, members of the committee had the opportunity to attend 
The Factory banquet which was a good meal and a wonderful way to find 
out about all the good The Factory does for our community and its youth. 
We will be winding down our service of snacks to The Factory for the sum-
mer, but please think about volunteering in the fall to help serve food once a 
month.  

This summer, on the last Tuesday of every month from 7:00 - 9:00pm be-
ginning in June, the Outreach Committee will be hosting a community 
game board night for all ages. All are welcome to join in the fun. Bring your 
favorite board games to play and encourage your friends to come.  

Finally, we still need volunteers to man the welcome center (you may have 
noticed that we now have a guest book for visitors to sign, and a very nice 
tray to hold the sermons and welcome packets (thanks to Karen Shue). 
Please let us (Emily Birch, Karen Shue, Karen Homsher) know if you’d like 
to man the center for either Sunday morning service. 

 Emily Birch 
 Outreach Committee Chair 
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I wanted to say this month that I be-
lieve the paid personnel of this 
church, Leacock Presbyterian, do an 
outstanding job. I want them to 
know this and the congregation to 
know how much their work is ap-
preciated. 

Also, the volunteers who do what 
they do every week, every month, 
every year are terrific. 

This church can be proud of all 
these people for the time they put 
into the life of the church.  

The buildings look good, the 
grounds look good, the classrooms 
are glowing with the work of the 
children. We can all hold our heads 
up high and be proud of Leacock 
Presbyterian Church. I know I am 
proud of all of you. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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The theme this year for the UPW’s 
Birthday Offering is Train children 
in the right way and when they are 
old, they will not stray (Proverbs 
22:6). 

This year there are two recipients of 
this offering. 

The first is the Kindergarten and 
Childcare Center in Kirkuk, Iraq. 
The center provides high quality 
education for children, teaching 
basic skills in a loving environment. 
It is operated under Christian 
principles of love, peace, tolerance 
and nonviolence. It is a welcome in-
stitution in its Middle Eastern 
context.  

It has been in operation for four 
years and has reached its capacity of 
150 students with a long waiting 
list. It hopes to expand and add a 
primary school on a nearby 
property. The Birthday Offering 
grant will help purchase a nearby 
building. 

The second recipient is Peace Pres-
byterian Church, Louisville, 
Kentucky.  

This church works to be a beacon of 
light in Louisville’s diverse New-
burg community providing services 
specifically to children, youth, 
adults and families identified as at-
risk or in need of support during a 
transitional period. 

The Birthday Offering grant will 
strengthen the church’s outreach to 
the community by adding to the 
number of people being served by 
four educational or family service 
opportunities. 

Kids Café -  healthy food and nur-
turing and educational support 
through an after-school program. 

Project Hope -  food for the home-
less, as well as Alcohol and 
Narcotics Anonymous counseling 
services to all in need. 

Family to Family Visitation - super-
vised visits between children in fos-
ter care and their biological parents. 

Families in Transition - counseling 
for couples and their children to 
help them cope better with problems 
that result from divorce. 

Can we count on your help again 
this year?  
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Please join us, 
Tuesday June 29 
from 7:00 to 

9:00pm to play board games. All 
ages are welcome. 

Bring friends and your favorite 
board games to play. 

 

“It is amazing what you can accom-
plish if you do not care who gets the 
credit.” 

- Harry S. Truman 
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The Session experienced a two fold 
joy May 20 at their meeting. First, 
they welcomed five new members 
to Leacock’s church family:  Kelly 
and Mike Hartmann, Mary Alice 
and Doug High, and Lura Brown. 
Second, Darwin Eshleman, 
chairperson of the ad hoc Personnel 
Committee, presented the groups’ 
report which will be voted on later 
this summer. 

In other business 

�� The Clerk reported Leacock’s 
Session minutes for 2009 were 
reviewed by Presbytery and 
approved without exception. 

�� The Community Outreach 
Committee will pilot a 
community board game night 
the fourth Tuesday of June, July 
and August. 

�� Youth Sunday was scheduled 
for June 6 with both services at 
Paradise, moving the beginning 
of June Old Leacock services to 
June 13. 

�� St. John’s Methodist Church is 
partnering with us for this 
summer’s VBS. 

�� Two high chairs will be 
purchased for use in Fellowship 
Hall. 
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...But not new to our pews. The fol-
lowing have been friends of the 
church and are now a part of the 
membership. We welcome them 
into this congregation. 

Lura Brown is a former member of 
Leacock. She lives in Paradise and 
is a retired high school French and 
English teacher. 

Mike and Kelly Hartmann reside 
with their family in Paradise near 
the park. Kelly grew up in Annville, 
and prior to becoming a full-time 
mother, worked in the printing in-
dustry for Eagle Graphics. In her 
spare time, she enjoys relaxing with 
friends and shopping. Mike grew up 
in Paradise and has lived in the area 
for most of his life. He is employed 
by STMicroelectronics and is re-
sponsible for technical marketing 
and business development of their 
digital video products. 

Doug and Mary Alice High are both 
long time Paradise residents. Doug 
is an owner of High Brothers Feed 
Mill, and Mary Alice is a retired 
Octorara fourth grade teacher. They 
belong to the Paradise Lions and 
enjoy Penn State home games, 
snowmobiling, and bicycling. Mary 
Alice also volunteers at the Pequea 
Valley Public Library. They have 
two grown children - a son and a 
daughter. 
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The Congregational Life Committee 
wants to thank all the generous peo-
ple who provided refreshments for 
the after-church fellowship week 
after week this year. 

We will curtail this activity during 
June, July and August. Come Sep-
tember we will restart the fellow-
ship time and the ever present sign-
up sheet will be in the Narthex. 

We would like to see some new 
names in the fall so that this service 
can be shared by more of the church 
family and provide some relief to 
those who were so diligent the past 
six months. 

Happy Summer! 
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The book discussion group met on 
Sunday April 25 to discuss Life of 
Pi, a fascinating book that led to a 
very interesting discussion. 

We will meet again on June 27 at 
7:00pm to discuss Animal, 
Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara 
Kingsolver, a book that takes a look 
at one family’s efforts to live a 
sustainable lifestyle. 

Please join us. 

 Emily Birch 
 Book Discussion Moderator 
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Answer to Just for Kids 
Puzzle Page 4 

Thank you, 
A special thank you to all the 

women who planned, contributed and 
participated in the Gifts of Women 
Sunday Service. 

Thanks for inspirations and en-
couragements! It was a beautiful 
morning service! 

 A Leacock Friend 

 

Dear Church Family, 
Just a short note to thank you all 

for the care package you gave to our 
son, Chad. It was very thoughtful of 
you to think of him. He just returned 
home from his second tour in Iraq. 

Thanks for all your prayers for his 
safe return. He will be finishing his 
last year of college at Millersville this 
coming fall for teaching elementary 
ed dual major special education. 

He will also be staying in the 
army reserves too. He plans on taking 
some time over this summer to just 
relax and enjoy being home again. 
We are all happy that he is back. 

Thanks again for everything. 

 Blessings, 
 Chuck, Kathy, and  
 Kristen Ankney 

 

Thank you, 
The Women’s Service on May 16 

was appreciated. It was obvious much 
thought, effort, and time went into the 
preparation. 

Thank you ladies! 

 Miriam Latshaw 
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER 
SUNDAY. Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin change. THANK 
YOU! 
 

June 6 10:30 Ruth Anne Appel, Janice Homsher 

June 13 10:30 Craig Keenan, Ehren Graybill 

June 20 10:30 Linda Erikson 

June 27 10:30 Steve and Kathryn Boas 
 
July 4 10:30 Charlene Boas and Forrest 

July 11 10:30 Chip and Deb Wilson 

July 18 10:30 Khamtanh Phongxaysanith, Robin Englehart 

July 25 10:30 Sharon Williams, Candy Leitch 
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 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 
PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to 
trade with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 
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 Karen Boyer Robert Brackbill 
 Eleanor Hudson Robert Gingher 
 Brendon Shenk Johanna Gingher 
 Lewis Bryson Ethan Brackbill 
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 Jan Huffman David Berkhimer 
 Janet Huffman Edwin Margerum 
 Richard Miller Carol Berkhimer 
 Matt McClarigan George Shue 
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(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 
  
 June Ed Margerum 
 July Sue Esch 
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Please see separate icon 
on the front page 
for the Church  

Calendar 
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