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Notes from the Manse 
 

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! What glorious good news we celebrate in our faith, as in our 
Lord, life has triumphed forever over death and all its forces. This was my first journey to and through the 
cross with Leacock, and it was a rich, enriching journey. The Lenten season was marked by a reflective Ash 
Wednesday service and the weekly Lenten reflections, which brought all who attended to the foot of the 
cross to meditate on what Jesus’ last words meant for him and for us today. The simple meals we shared 
were provided through the labors of love of Dianne Yuninger, and they were wonderfully good. On Palm 
Sunday, we followed the Gospel of Matthew along our Lord’s path from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
to the lonely, agonizing night of his betrayal and finally to the cross. As darkness descended on the 
sanctuary and the music became ever more somber, we could sense the passionate essence of Christ’s 
Passion. Our Good Friday service offered music, a few reflections, and time for prayer and meditation in 
the midst of silence and shadow. After the stillness of Saturday, some brave souls joined me in the cold and 
wind at Old Leacock for the Sunrise Service—the cry of a solitary bird and the first rays of the morning 
punctuated the beginning of our Easter worship. After a great breakfast prepared by our youth and a few 
sleepy adults, we had two joyous services colored by the ringing of bells, the pungent scent of flowers, and 
voices lifted up in song and glad hallelujahs. It had been weeks of darkness fighting with light, but in the 
end the light shined through, and we were drawn into the meaning of our Lord’s victory. 
 
 When Jesus rose, he visited, reassured, commissioned his disciples, before he ascended. His earthly 
ministry was done. Now, it was the disciples’ turn. They were apostles, a word that comes from the Greek, 
apostello, which means to send—they were sent to bring the Good News to all who still were lost within 
their own shadows. To be an apostle was not—and is not—easy. Many of those first apostles were 
persecuted; some were killed. But throughout, they were sustained by the Holy Spirit and their glad 
conviction that the world had been changed forever by their risen Lord. 
 
 Now, 2,000 years later, how will we here at Leacock be apostles? How will we keep alive the 
passion of Easter? How will we be sent out, into our families, our places of work, the strangers we meet on 
the street? Surely, we are called, as were those first disciples, to share the new life, the joy we have 
received in our faith, in how we live, how we serve, how we love our neighbors who are all  our fellow 
creatures. Wherever we find ourselves, we are called to work to do the will of God, in the word of the 
prophet Micah, to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. And in all we do, let 
us be filled with a glad gratitude, for the blessings we individually have received and the blessings that the 
Lord has bestowed on this church. Above all, may we be gloriously happy for the good news—Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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The March Session meeting fea-
tured a combined meeting with 
both the Board of Deacons and the 
Board of Trustees. Although in the 
past the Session has met separately 
with each of these boards, this was 
the first gathering of all three. 
Twenty-eight church leaders sat 
around tables in Fellowship Hall 
to listen to each other and share 
concerns and ideas. Deacon Mod-
erator Johanna Gingher spoke 
about the caring and compassion-
ate work of her board as they min-
ister to shut-ins and those who are 
ill or disabled in our church fam-
ily. Trustee president Dave 
Berkhimer explained the many 
maintenance projects underway 
which are necessary to keep Lea-
cock a warm and welcoming 
church, and Session moderator 
Rev. Birch discussed Session com-
mittee goals for 2008. 

To conclude this portion of the 
evening, Rev. Birch asked all in 
attendance to share their hopes and 
dreams for Leacock Church in the 
next year and in the next five 
years. Prayers, written by deacons, 
trustees and elders and passed to 

Rev. Birch for reading, closed the 
meeting. A spirit of cooperation 
and a sense of the holy permeated 
the meeting, and all agreed on the 
efficacy of meeting together again 
next year.  

Before adjourning to their respec-
tive meetings, board members en-
joyed a decadent chocolate fondue 
with cake, fruit and pretzels for 
dipping, courtesy of Loretta 
McClarigan and Janet Huffman, 
Congregational Life Committee 
members. 

�� The rest of the Mary Grace 
Lewis Estate was disbursed 
with $1000 going to the New 
Day Orphanage in China and 
the remainder given to the 
school back pack and family 
support program of Pequea 
Valley School District. 

�� Leacock will purchase advertis-
ing space in the Lancaster In-
telligencer Journal/New Era 
and the Penny Saver. 

�� In an effort to coordinate adult 
Sunday School curriculum and 
allow freer movement between 
classes, the Christian Education 
Committee will ask these 
classes to fill out a form detail-
ing their topics of study and the 
length of each study. 

�� Congregational Life Committee 
is planning a reception follow-
ing the Lancaster Chamber 
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Mark your calendars for five Sun-
day evenings of singing your fa-
vorite hymns. Our annual Old Lea-
cock Community Hymn Sings be-
gin Sunday May 4 at 7PM and con-
tinue monthly through the first 
Sunday in September. 

Whether it is “Standing on the 
Promises,” “Rock of Ages,” “God 
of the Sparrow,” or any of the 
other great hymns of the church 
found in either the Crowning Glory 
or Presbyterian Hymnals, music 
will fill the air, wafting into the 
countryside and joining with the 
robins, sparrows, cardinals, and 
mockingbirds to praise our Creator. 

Pick your favorite and come pre-
pared to request it. (If we don’t 
know it, we will learn it!) Remem-
ber lemonade in the courtyard will 
refresh us at the end of the hour. 

Singers concert Sunday April 
27. 

�� Life Screening will use Fellow-
ship Hall Friday June 13. 
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Apr 6 Terry & Deborah 
Burkholder 

Apr 13 Chad Burkins 

Apr 20 Tom & Vicki Burkins 

Apr 27 Christopher & Beth 
Ann Carbone 

 Aryn Bowers, Gianna 
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The Presbyterian Women invite 
ladies of all ages to join us for an 
evening of fellowship and fun at 
the Kinzer Fire Hall on Wednes-
day, May 7 at 6:30pm.  

MENU 
Turkey w/Filling 

Ham Loaf 
Parsley Potatoes 

Green Beans 
Baby Carrots 
Apple Sauce 

Pie and Ice Cream 

Following the evening meal, we 
will be playing Basket Bingo! 
Yeah! 

TICKETS 
$11 - adults 

$6 - ages 4-12 youth 
Free - age 3 and under 

FOR TICKETS CALL 
Arlene Brackbill - 394-9996 
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Jay W. Risser, Conductor 
present 
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Featuring Haydn’s  
St. Nicholas Mass with chamber 
orchestra and selections on the 

theme of  
evening including: 

German Lieder 
works by John Rutter and local 

composer Daryl Hollinger 
Sleep by Eric Whitacre 

Sure On This Shining Night by 
Samuel Barber 

Sunday, April 27 - 3PM 
Leacock Presbyterian Church 

Reduced price advance tickets 
($12) are available from Karen 

Homsher 687-6469 

Full price tickets ($15) are avail-
able at the door. 
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A reception will be held in the 
Narthex following the Chamber 
Singers’ performance on Sunday, 
April 27.  

Anyone wishing to provide a food 
item for this event, please contact 
Loretta McClarigan (687-9010), 
Janet Huffman (354-2456), Jeanne 
Menges (687-7762), Shirley or 
Lori Smith (397-6926), or Jennifer 
McElhany (687-0112).  

Linda Erikson - 768-7551 
Bea Andrews - 687-7878 

Donations for gift baskets for Bas-
ket Bingo are due April 20. Call 
Lisa Herr (431-8123) or Loretta 
McClarigan (687-9010) for more 
information. 
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Leader: Gretchen Gaudioso 
Where: Parish Resource Center 

633 Community Way 
When: April 17 

Time: 11:000am - 3:00pm 
Lunch: $5.50 

Reservations needed by April 6 to 
Arlene Brackbill 394-9996 

“STORK’S NEST” 
bring your donations 

������
�����	���
The 5th annual Factory Friends 
spring banquet will be Monday, 
April 28 at 6:30pm at the Kinzers 
Fire Hall. Join us for an evening of 
celebration and thanksgiving as we 
reflect on what God is doing at 
The Factory. 

The evening will include a deli-
cious buffet, an update on what 
God is doing through The Factory, 
testimonies from teens and par-
ents, and special music. Cost is 
free, but an offering will be taken 
for the ministries of The Factory 
Youth Center.  

To reserve a seat, please sign the 
sheet in the Narthex by April 21. 
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As each Sunday Rev. Birch asks 
us to share our joys and concerns 
before the Prayers of the People 
are offered, so he asked Elders, 
Deacons and Trustees to share 
their special prayers for this con-
gregation of Christ’s Church here 
in Paradise. Following are some 
of these prayers: 
 

�� May Leacock become a valu-
able instrument for growth, a 
true community resource. 

�� May Leacock become the 
place of safe haven for anyone 
in trouble in this community. 

�� May our ability to listen to one 
another increase and may the 
walls we build that divide us 
dissolve. 

�� May our youth program grow 
and may we have more ser-
vices that keep them interested 
so they continue to remain at 
Leacock. 

�� May we grow stronger in faith 
together and be examples to 
others so they join our family 
of faith. 

�� May all who enter our doors to 
worship for the first time not 
be able to stay away. 

�� May this church become a 
place where all feel welcome, 
and may youth especially feel 
safe, nurtured, and loved. 

�� May we communicate with 
each other openly and honestly 
and be as loving to each other 
as our Lord; may we realize 
sarcasm doesn’t achieve any-
thing and only hurts both par-
ties. 

�� May we continue on the right 
path; may we have young cou-
ples to strengthen our future 
while we secure the talents and 
ideas of our elderly. 

�� May the elderly who have 
given of their time and talents 
not be forgotten. 

�� May we be a light in this world 
of darkness; may we live what 
we say we believe  may we 
open our hearts and doors to all 
of God’s people. 
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Date Time Field  Opponent 

April 14  6:30 1 Paradise 

April 21  7:45 2 St. Johns 

April 28  6:30 2 Weaverland #2 

May 5  6:30 1 Community Fellowship 

May 12  6:30 2 Ridgeview 

May 19  7:45 2 Bellevue 

June 2  9:00 1 Keystone 

June 9  6:30 2 Weaverland #1 

June 16  7:45 1 Pequea Baptist 

June 23  9:00 2 Bird-in-Hand 

June 30  9:00 1 Middle Octorara 

July 7  6:30 1 St. Johns 

July 14  7:45 1 Weaverland #2 

July 21  7:45 1 Ridgeview 

July 28  7:45 2 Community Fellowship 

August 4  9:00 2 Paradise 

August 5 & 6 Mini Play-Offs 

August 11 - 14 Play-Offs 

August 18 - 20 Finals 

(Field 1 faces the tennis courts) 
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The 2008 softball season opening day will be April 
14, with Leacock playing Paradise at 6:30pm at the 
Paradise Park. The team is coming off of a great 
2007 season when they won the league champion-
ship over Pequea Baptist 3 games to 1. 

The team would like to thank the congregation for their support, both 
financially and at the games.  

The schedule for 2008 is below. Any men or boys, 14 or older, who are 
interested in playing are encouraged to give Jay Holler a call at 392-
2134. The team looks forward to seeing you at the games! 
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Every Sunday in April the Congre-
gational Life Committee will be 
collecting donations for our col-
lege students to provide stress re-
lief care packages. 

Here are a few suggestions: cans 
of chips, granola bars, fruit chews, 
small bags of peanuts, individual 
packs of cookies, crackers, gum, 
candy bars, index cards, pens, pen-
cils, erasers, lifesavers, quarters 
for laundry, or donations of money 
to help with postage of these care 
packages. 

The last date for collections is 
April 27. Please put all donations 
in the marked box in the Narthex 
(money donations should be given 
to Loretta McClarigan). 

Thank you for your help in this 
effort. Any questions, contact 
Loretta (687-9010). 
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The Fun Activity Bags are now 
available to all children ages 3 to 
12 years old and are provided by 
the Congregational Life Commit-
tee. They are for children to enjoy 
during the worship services. They 
can be picked up in the east and 
west vestibules hanging on hooks. 

After the church service, please 
do not hang the bags back on the 
hooks but place them in the bas-
ket at the back of the church sanc-
tuary. 
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�� Cancellations 
�� Information on Old Leacock 

�� The Church Calendar 
�� Presbyterian Women 
�� The Church Staff 
�� Directions 

�� Times of the Services 
�� Church Officers 
�� Links to Helpful Information 

leacockpres.org 
Our web address is  www.leacockpres.org 

You Can Find 
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Dan and Jen McClary send 
greetings from the Wycliffe NE 
Office located in Willow Street. 
As you know, they are now living 
on Mallard Avenue, not far from 
that office. Dan is kept busy trav-
eling and speaking as he, in faith, 
moves to raise the necessary funds 
and pledges needed for him to per-
form as Wycliffe personal services 
coordinator for the northeast re-
gion of the United States.  Dan 
oversees a staff and makes certain 
that all services are in place to 
serve the needs of missionaries. 

Dan and Jen say they are enjoying 
the activities of their kids who are 
enrolled in the Lampeter Strasburg 
School District. Chelsea, the old-
est, is a freshman at Messiah Col-
lege. 

Dan and Jen remind us that there 
are more than 300 million people 
in the world who do not have ac-
cess to God’s word. “The reason 
Wycliffe exists is to get the Bible 
into the hands of every language 
group that needs it. Wycliffe’s Vi-
sion 2025 is to see that all needed 
translation work is begun by the 
year 2025.” 

Please check out their The 
McClary Home Companion winter 
2008 newsletter posted on the mis-
sionary bulletin board. 

Their address is 153 Mallard Ave-
nue, Willow Street, PA 17584. 
They can also be reached at 824-
2770 or by email at dan-
jen_mcclary@sil.org. 

Jim Farr sent an email from New 
Guinea. He opens with, “How glo-
rious that next week is Resurrec-
tion Sunday. May you personally 
look forward to this day, when you 
have a share in Jesus’ triumph over 
death! Christ has died! Christ has 
risen! Christ will come again!” 

Jim continued, “Typing the date, I 
realized it had been two months 
without Cindi. Some of you, older 
and wiser, will realize that simply 
letting three weeks go by without a 
weekly letter is evidence that I’m 
missing my helper very much….I 
determined fairly quickly that I 
would try to keep the next few 
months and perhaps the rest of the 
year, to the general outline Cindi 
had planned. That includes a short 
furlough, July to December. That is 
still what I’m planning at this 
point. Pray I’ll have a quietness in 
my spirit as I adjust and make 
plans for what’s next and not run 
ahead of the Lord.” 

“I am so grateful to the Lord and to 
many of you who are covering the 
costs so that Jamie could be with 
me to bury his Mom and also to 
travel with me to the Baruga vil-
lage where she died. The burial 
was a celebration of her life. I 

shared briefly earlier, Korafe (and 
Baruga) don’t dance or use their 
dancing drums for months after a 
death - sometimes for years in the 
village where it happened. But 
they met her/us with dancing and 
singing - Welcome Mother who 
brought us God’s life.” 

“My pain is still there, but I re-
joiced that day, and I still rejoice 
that her life made a difference to 
many, and that the Korafe were 
willing to break tradition to ac-
knowledge it and give God glory.” 

Jim wants us to know that the first 
visit by representatives of the 
small evangelical congregational 
denomination will take place 
shortly. They support him and his 
single pilot, Chris Bowers. He is 
busy getting ready to go to the vil-
lage. All of the Baruga scriptures 
are at the hanger, as is a lot of 
cargo. Jim’s US and PNG tax re-
turns are mailed. His schedule in-
cludes spending time with the 
evangelical congregational visi-
tors. 

Jim expressed thanks for support 
and prayers as he adjusts to being 
single. He also asked for prays for 
the Korafe and Baruga translators. 
Jim also asks for prays to help him 
discern if the Lord wants him to be 
single or whether he has enough of 
the needs Adam had that he should 
ask for a suitable helper. 
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3rd Sunday in Easter 
Apr 6 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps. 

116:1-4, 12-19 
 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 

24:13-35 

4th Sunday in Easter 
Apr 13 Acts 2:24-47; Ps. 23; 1 

Peter 2:19-25 
 John 10:1-10 

5th Sunday in Easter 
Apr 20 Acts 7:55-60; Ps. 31:1-5, 

15-16 
 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 

14:1-14 

6th Sunday in Easter 
Apr 27 Acts 17:22-31; Ps. 66:8-

20; 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 John 14:15-21 

Answer: pomegranates, honey, 
fruit, vegetables, locusts, loaves 
& fish, cucumbers, stew, wild 
game, grain 
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SPRING CLEAN UP DAY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26 

8AM TO 1PM 

A Presbytery-wide work day will 
be held at Camp Donegal to pre-
pare the facility for summer camp. 

Bring work gloves and tools (some 
tools will be provided). No pre-
registration is necessary, and lunch 
will be served at 12:30 pm. 

GOD’S HAND-CRAFTED 
WORLD - SPRING FLING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 22 
9AM TO 4PM 

Camp Donegal will host a spring 
retreat - workshops, Bible study, 
worship, and entertainment. There 
will also be a display from the 
Presbytery’s Resource Center 
along with lunch. The cost is $15. 
Please contact Camp Donegal at 
862-3722, email to 
office@campdonegal.org, or go to 
http://www.campdonegal.org/
media_08/SpringFling2008.pdf for 
a registration form. 
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The Congregational Life Com-

mittee would like to thank Shirley 
and Lori Smith for putting together 
the Emergency Baskets that can be 
found in the adult restrooms. Their 
time and all the donated items are 
very much appreciated. 

Thanks ladies, for a job well done! 

 

Our family would like to thank 
everyone involved with the Sun-
rise Breakfast at Leacock. What 
delicious food, a wonderful set-up 
and such happy, smiling servers. 
What a special event, on such a 
special morning! 

 An Anonymous Friend 

 

Dear Friends at Leacock, 
I would like to thank you very 

much for the prayers and cards I 
received during my recent stay in 
the hospital.  

A special thank you to my hos-
pital visitors, Gene Bare and Rev-
erend Birch. 
 Sincerely, 
 Lew Bryson 
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