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Notes from the Manse 
  
Lent is coming to an end, and together with followers of the Lord all over the world, we soon will be 
entering the most hallowed week of the year for our faith. It is a week most of us know so well, a week 
filled with cherished memories, from waving palm fronds for the first time as a child to churches echoing 
with alleluias once again sung. But it might be a good thing to step back a bit before we begin our walk 
with the Lord from triumphal entry to the cross and then to the empty tomb and ask ourselves what this 
week really means. For if we just glide through it, even if we delight in its well-worn rituals, we may miss 
how it once changed the world, how it changes the world even now. 
 
There are some people who see life, to use the old cliché, as a glass half empty. Things were surely better 
in the past—in society as a whole, children were more respectful of their elders, people lived simpler, more 
honorable lives, churches were full and there was no thought of sleeping in on a Sunday morning or 
heading out to tailgate at some sporting event. Individuals might think wistfully of their youth, 
remembering days of athletic glory or when friendships, loves were new and filled with promise. Now, 
there is only disillusionment, settling for pretty good, no longer dreaming dreams. For these kinds of 
people, the journey begins with the good of Palm Sunday but goes down hill steadily, ending in the gloom 
of Good Friday. 
 
There are others who feel that our faith insists that we see the glass as ever full. For surely, given the 
wonder of the resurrection, Jesus’ eternal conquest of death in all of its forms, from things that kill the 
body to things that would silence the soul, life is on a steady trajectory from good to better; in a sense, the 
glass, if not full already, will be soon. The darkness will never now overcome the light, and God’s 
Kingdom is steadily being realized in the world. And there is truth in this, for God’s will in Christ cannot 
be defeated. For the people who see life this way, the journey moves without hindrance or pause from 
Good Friday to Easter. 
 
However, there is a richness to our faith, a faithful witness in Scripture that allows for the complexity of 
life in a still broken world. Though our faith may be strong, we know that sometimes the glass is indeed 
half empty, other times it is half full, and still other times our cup runneth over. Surely we should believe 
that the Lord will triumph, that the Lord is triumphing even now, and that the truth of Easter is the final 
truth. However, the journey any Christian follows, the journey Christ himself followed, moves from the joy 
of Palm Sunday to the darkness at noon on Good Friday to the astonishing light of Easter dawn. There will 
always be alternation in a human life between joy and sorrow, between good and bad, and we must never 
feel we betray our faith if our spirits sometimes are low. The final victory is God’s; and through faith, the 
final triumph will be ours through our Lord. But still we are pilgrims, and we must undertake the whole 
journey from light to darkness to light again. And as we do, we will find whatever strength we need in 
knowing that our brother has been this way before us, and he walks with us even now. 
 

Rev. Robert W. Birch 
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�� At their March meeting elders 

met with Trustee President Dave 
Berkhimer and discussed church 
security measures, especially 
during Sunday morning 
services. We also discussed the 
possibility of removing several 
shrubs which have become 
unwieldy and obscure the view 
of the church from Route 30. 

�� In other business, the session 
approved the clerk’s Statistical 
Report to General Assembly, 
approved the February 
Treasurer’s report, and updated 
the membership role. 
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The Trustees have switched to an-
other provider for the church’s elec-
tricity. We will be saving ten per-
cent. On the security issue, we will 
not be unlocking the back door to 
the church starting April 18. All 
committees have approved this. If 
you need to use this door, feel free 
to unlock the door but when finished 
please lock the door. 

The head ushers watch the three 
front doors on Sunday morning dur-
ing church. With all that is happen-
ing in the news, I hope this will 
make everyone feel a little better. 

One other note, there have been 
times when doors have been left 
unlocked and lights and heat have 
been left on in the church overnight. 
PLEASE check these after all your 
meetings and BE SURE they are 
locked, turned off or turned down 
before you leave. 

If you have any suggestions for the 
trustees, please contact one of us. 
Thank you all. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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Apr 1  (Maundy Thursday) 
 Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 

11-14 
 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Apr 2 (Good Friday) 
 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 Psalm 22 
 Hebrews 10:16-25 or 
 Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 
 John 18:1-19:42 

Apr 4 (Easter / Resurrection of 
the Lord) 

 Acts 10:34-43 or 
 Isaiah 65:17-25 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

or 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 John 20:1-18 or 
 Luke 24:1-12 

 Easter Evening 
 Isaiah 25:6-9 
 Psalm 114 
 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 
 Luke 24:13-49 

Apr 11 (2nd Sunday of Easter) 
 Acts 5:27-32 
 Psalm 118:14-29 or 

 Psalm 150 
 Revelation 1:4-8 
 John 20:19-31 

Apr 18 (3rd Sunday of Easter) 
 Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) 
 Psalm 30 
 Revelation 5:11-14 
 John 21:1-19 

Apr 25 (4th Sunday of Easter) 
 Acts 9:36-43 
 Psalm 23 
 Revelation 7:9-17 
 John 10:22-30  
 

“To be successful, the first thing to 
do is fall in love with your work.” 

- Sister Mary Lauretta 
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April 4 Rick & Carol Shearer 

April 11 Scott & Cathy Shenk 
 Brendon, Kelsi, Taryn 

April 18 John & Kristine Shirk 
 Katelyn, Allison 

April 25 Bart & Danielle 
Berkhimer Short 

 Kyle, Jayde 
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From Sunday, March 21 through 
Sunday, April 18, we will be 
collecting donations in the Narthex 
which will be sent to our college 
and military young adults. Postage 
to send the boxes would also be 
appreciated. Here are some 
suggested items: 

�� Erasers 
�� Mixes 
�� Small boxes of raisins 
�� Cans of chips 
�� Granola bars 
�� Fruit chews 
�� Small bags of peanuts 
�� Individual packs of cookies 
�� Quarters for laundry 
�� Crackers 
�� Gum 
�� Candy bars 
�� Pens, pencils 
�� Lifesavers 
�� Powdered drinks 
�� Stamps 

Clever alternatives are good, but 
they cannot be very large.  

The Congregational Life Committee 
thanks you very much for your help 
on this project. The boxes will be 
mailed on April 19, prior to final 
exams. 
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Date: Wednesday, May 5 
 6:30pm 

Place: Kinzer Fire Hall 

Cost: Ladies (11 & older) $12.50 
 Girls (ages 4-10) $6.50 
 Girls (3 & under) Free 

Please plan to attend our Annual 
Ladies & Girls Banquet this year. 
After enjoying a delicious meal 
prepared by the Fire Hall, we will 
again be playing basket BINGO!  

For tickets/reservations call: 
Arlene Brackbill 394-9996 
Bea Andrews 687-7878 
Lisa Herr 431-8123 
Loretta McClarigan 687-9010 

Be sure to get your tickets early! 
Ticket sales will end on Sunday 
April 25. 

We are still looking for some friends 
to donate filled or empty baskets to 
be used as prizes. Let Lisa or 
Loretta know as soon as possible if 
you are donating a basket. Items to 
fill the baskets are also appreciated. 
Thanks! 
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April 17 will be the church’s Spring 
Work Day. We will do what we did 
in the fall, but some things will be in 
reverse, like the storm windows. 

Bring your tools because the list 
always grows as the date gets closer. 
We will be starting around 8:00am. 

There will be pastries and drinks. 
Bring a friend or neighbor who is 
looking for a new church home, and 
he or she can share our fellowship. 
See you there. 

 Dave Berkhimer 
 Trustee President 
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Lancaster General Hospital has scheduled community blood drives 
throughout the year at the following locations. Won’t you consider 
giving blood - every pint is very important! 
�
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Date Place Time 
April 
Thursday, April 1 Intercourse Fire Company 1:30pm to 7:00pm 

May 
Tuesday, May 11 Yoder’s Market 1:00pm to 7:00pm 
Wednesday, May 12 Kinzer Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Tuesday, May 25 Bareville Fire Company 2:00pm to 7:00pm 
Thursday, May 27 Intercourse Fire Company 1:30pm to 7:00pm 

 
The Lancaster General Suburban Outpatient Pavilion (Health Cam-
pus) Blood Drive is located in Building 2104, Suite 202. The hours 
are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 8:00am to 7:30pm. 

 

ANSWER:  Praise the Lord! 
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Calling all willing VBS helpers! 

If you have a desire to help with 
Bible School this summer (June 20-
24), please contact: Loretta 
McClarigan (687-9010), Linda 
Erikson (768-7551), or Marie Glass 
(687-7200). 

Craft helpers, food preparers, sport 
enthusiasts, story tellers, piano 
players, food/item donators, leaders 
and helpers are needed.  

All you need is the ability to have 
fun with children and a SMILE! 
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The Mission Committee is serving 
another free community meal on 
March 25 (By the time this is 
printed, it should be completed - 
check the next newsletter to see how 
it went!) Our next meal will be 
served the last Thursday in May, the 
27th. Again, as usual, we will need 
volunteers to make this an ongoing 
success. We deeply appreciate the 

willingness of this congregation to 
continue supporting us in this 
endeavor. 

The shoes for Haiti project was very 
well received. You all were very 
generous in donating your gently 
used shoes. The restaurant in 
Lancaster that was collecting shoes 
had such a great response from the 
community that it had to stop the 
project early because they could not 
afford to pay to send all the shoes.  

Leacock had to find another way to 
distribute the many shoes donated. 

Thanks to Elder Nick Lopez for all 
his hard work and many telephone 
calls to find the Christian Aid 
Ministry who is taking care of all 
our shoes. 

The Mission Committee is always 
open to any and all suggestions. 
Please feel free to contact any 
member of the committee:  Nick 
Lopez, Charlene Boas, Betty 
Sowers, Alba Ruhl, Doug and Mary 
Alice High, and Lois Eshleman.  
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Answer to Just for Kids 
Puzzle Page 4 
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We have decided to postpone the 
women’s weekend retreat. Please let 
Emily Birch know if you might be 
interested in attending a weekend-
long retreat sometime in the near 
future.  

We will plan an evening meeting 
soon to get all those who are 
interested together to discuss what 
they might like to do and what they 
hope to get out of a retreat. 

 Emily Birch 
 Weekend Retreat Organizer 
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If you, or anyone you know, is in need of  

transportation to and from church, 

please contact any Deacon, or call the church office (687-6619). 
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April 17, 2010 
Wayside Presbyterian Church 

Landisville 

Theme: Living With Challenges 
9am Brunch & Fellowship 

Speaker:  Representative from 
Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center 

Cost $5.00 for Brunch 
Contact Arlene Brackbill for 

reservations by April 12 
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Dear Church Family, 
I would like to thank everyone 

for their prayers and the “Get Well” 
cards I received during my recent 
hospital and “at home” stay. I want 
to also thank Bob for his visit and 
the Deacons for the flowers. It was 
good to know that I was in the 
thoughts and prayers of so many of 
you. 

 Love in Christ, 
 Janice Homsher 
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Look! Up in the air! It’s a bird! It’s 
a plane! It’s...Joseph?? 

Summer is approaching faster than a 
speeding bullet, and we all know 
that means; VBS is on its way! 
Plans are underway for a fun-filled, 
action-packed time exploring some 
very heroic people of the Bible. The 
Christian Education Committee has 
been busy planning for the coming 
seasons. Watch your newsletter for 
information soon to come on VBS 
and summer electives. 

The middle-school class is taking a 
look at Easter - Beyond Bunnies. 
They will be considering some 
interesting facts and questions 
concerning this most Holy time in 
the church calendar. More students 
mean more interesting discussions. 
If you are in Grades 6, 7 or 8, your 
opinions and ideas are most 
welcome. 

As always, volunteers are much 
needed and greatly appreciated to 
help with Sunday School classes 
and Youth Group. Please consider 
giving some time to help the youth 
of our church grow in Christ. The 
work is fun, and the benefits are 
unmatched. Contact Linda Erikson 
(768-7551) or Marie Glass (687-
7200). 
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The community book discussion 
group continues to meet every other 
month or so to discuss all kinds of 
interesting works of both fiction and 
non-fiction. 

If you love to read, we’d love to 
have you join us. We are currently 
reading The Life of Pi by Yan 
Martel and will meet on Sunday 
April 25 at 7:00pm for dessert, tea, 
and discussion. 

 Emily Birch 
 Moderator, Book Discussion 
 Group 
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We hope you have all noticed that 
the welcome center is up and 
running. We have nice new 
information packets to give to our 
visitors, and we have people to greet 
both our visitors and you before 
both services each Sunday.  

Of course, we need volunteers to 
serve as greeters. If you would be 
willing to greet people as they come 
by the welcome center and answer 
any questions they might have, 
please let Emily Birch (687-7734) 
or  Karen Shue (687-7240) know.  

Don’t be surprised if we approach 
you, as we know there are many in 
this church who are wonderful when 
it comes to welcoming everyone 
who comes through our doors. 

We are working on putting together 
our 2010 music series, and as soon 
as we have our concerts in place, we 
will let you know. Last year, we so 
enjoyed our musical guests and 
hope everyone will come out to hear 
more this year.  

We are also going to be hosting 
community game nights this year 
after Easter. This will be open to all 
the Paradise community, and we 
encourage you to invite friends and 
to bring your favorite games to 
share with others. 

 Emily Birch 
 Moderator, Com Outreach 
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If you are unable to serve as a volunteer, PLEASE TRADE WITH SOMEONE SCHEDULED ON ANOTHER 
SUNDAY. Call the office secretary, Marilyn Brackbill, 687-6619 so she can make the bulletin change. THANK 
YOU! 
 

April 4 9:30 Robert and Margy Hershey 

April 11 8:00 Loretta McClarigan and Lee Martin 
 10:30 Mike Ruhl and Valerie 

April 18 8:00 Jeanne Menges and Nancy Bare 
 10:30 Alba Ruhl and Harrison 

April 25 8:00 Mary Beckett and Karen Boyer 
 10:30 Shelly Summers and Stephanie Sweigart 

May 2 8:00 Cathy and Kelsi Shenk 
 10:30 Charles Ankney, Jacqueline Miller  

May 9 8:00 David Homsher 
 10:30 Kathy Ankney, Earl Miller  

May 16 8:00 Brendon Shenk, Ellen Barnes 
 10:30 Wesley and Laura Lowery, Elizabeth 

May 23 9:30 Jennifer McElhany, Mary Lou Rubincam  

May 30 8:00 Nick and Evie Lopez 
 10:30 Shirley Bernard, Lois Snader 
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Primary Church needs volunteers!!! Lessons are planned with a simple craft included! Please pick a date (two peo-
ple are required each Sunday). Contact - Sue Esch (355-2327 or Lois Snader (687-5698) 
 Apr 4 No Primary Church Easter Sunday    
 Apr 11 Marie Glass    
 Apr 18     
 Apr 25     
 May 2     
 May 9     
 May 16     
 May 23     
 May 30     
 
 

 A signup calendar will be in the Narthex - think about it - pray about it - then do it! For our 
kids!!! Thank you 
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 Donald Andrews, Head Usher  Ralph Homsher, Head Usher 
 8:00 Service,  (687-7878)  10:30 Service,  (442-4443) 
 
PLEASE NOTE -- If you are  unable to serve the month or part of the month you are scheduled for, please try to 
trade with someone else then contact the head usher.  They will contact the church office. THANK YOU! 
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 Peter Conway Karen Shue 
 David Homsher Edwin Margerum 
 Arthur Myers Wesley Lowery 
 Stephanie Kloepfer Katherine Boas 
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 Thomas Burkins Steve Boas 
 Vicki Burkins Charlene Boas 
 Mac Daniel Watters Keo Phongxaysanith 
  Earl Miller 
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(Transportation for School House Friends & Flower Deliveries) 
  
 April Jeanne Menges 
 May Margy Hershey 
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ORDER BLANK - DUE APRIL 4 

 
Number of Subs Type Cost 

 
  Regular $4.00 

 
  No Onions $4.00 

 
 
Name   
 
Address   
 
Telephone   
 
If you would like to give a donation, but not purchase subs, please see or call Ehren Graybill (468-4405) or 
Mike Ruhl (293-8135). 
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Please see separate icon 
on the front page 
for the Church  

Calendar 



 

LEACOCK PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
3181 LINCOLN HIGHWAY EAST 
PARADISE,  PA  17562 
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